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(57) At a storage unit 5, at least intermediate reso- 
lution picture data for monitor display, high resolution 
picture data for print, and print control data for control- 
ling print operation of the high resolution picture data 
are recorded onto an optical disc. At the time of print 
operation, a system controller 6 reproduces print control 
data recorded on the optical disc to control a picture 
processing block 3, and a printer unit 2, etc. so as to 
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implement thereto, e.g., expansion processing and/or 
color processing of picture, etc. corresponding to the 
print control data to carry out print operation. 

Thus, at the time of print operation, user can auto- 
matically carry out print out operation without designat- 
ing print operation. 
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Desciiptton 

Technical Field 

This invention relates to a still picture system for recording/reproducing, e.g.. still picture information formed by 
reading picture from e.g., negative film or photograph, etc.. or still picture information from camera device, video tape 
recorder equipment or monitor device, etc. to print pictures corresponding thereto. 

Background Art 

As a system for obtaining still picture which has been sulajected to print 0-e., printed) in recent years, a system of 
taking images of objects by using a camera device in which, e.g.. photographic film of 35 mm is loaded to take the pho- 
tographed film for photograph to a shop (store) to designate development and print to thereby obtain the developed neg- 
ative film and photographs on which photographed objects are printed is popular 

However, in such system of obtaining still picture, when user takes a film which has been photographed to a shop 
(store), it is necessary to designate the number of prints. This was very troublesome. Moreover, in carrying out addi- 
tional print of a desired photograph, user marks, with sign pen, etc., a negative film taken with him to designate a 
desired picture or pictures. However, there have frequently taken place the case where inconvenience such that addi- 
tionally printed photograph is not in correspondence with the designated photograph by en-oneous marking, etc. Fur- 
ther, in carrying out "color designation" to obtain a photograph in which, e.g., red is emphasized, etc.. an approach is 
employed to designate a picture to designate the portion in which red is desired to be emphasized of the picture, 
thereby making it possible to obtain a photograph of desired hue (tint). Howeva-. since such color designation is sub- 
jective designation of user, inconveniences such that a completed photograph has not desired hue (tint) took place. 

Further, since the developing unit for developing film and the print unit for carrying out print from the developed film 
are very expensive, these units are not ordinarily installed within a shop (store) to which user takes a photographed film, 
but are installed at a processing laboratory for specially can-ying out development, etc. For this reason, when the shop 
side receives already photographed film from user, they (the shop side) send (deliver) the already photographed film to 
the processing laboratory along with request of user such as the number of prints and or color designation, etc. as 
described above. The processing laboratory develops the photographed film received from the shop side to form neg- 
ative film, and to form photographs corresponding to the user's request on the basis of this negative film to send them 
back to the shop side. Thus, user receives the negative film and photographs from the shop side. Accordingly, in the 
case of conventionally obtaining still picture, the film etc. is alternated between user, shop and processing laboratory 
As a result, it has taken place inconvenience in which means (route) of acquisition is complicated and the request can- 
not be also precisely transmitted. 

On the other hand, in the Official Patent Publication of No. 501932/1993 (International Laid Open No. 
WO92/05504), "Image data base having low resolution index image data" is disclosed. In accordance with this image 
data base, picture data is recorded onto a digital data recording medium onto which it can be written once to can-y out 
print on the basis of the picture data recorded on the optical disc to thereby obtain still picture. 

However, in this image data base, an optical disc on which data can be recorded only once (so called write once 
disc) is used as a recording medium, and it is thus impossible to rewrite data which has been once recorded on the disc. 
For this reason, the system using such image data base was a system only having a function to record picture data onto 
the optical disc at the shop side, and to reproduce that picture data at the user side. Accordingly, also in this system, it 
is necessary to orally carry out, in prints, request of user such as the number of prints or cotor designation, etc. A new 
system which replaces the system of obtaining still picture conventionally proposed has not been provided. 

In view of such actual circumstances, this invention has been made, and its object is to provide a picture control 
apparatus, a recording medium, a picture control system and a picture control method which realize a new still picture 
control system which replaces the conventional system of obtaining still picture. 

Disclosure of the Invention 

A picture control apparatus according to this invention is directed to a picture control apparatus for controlling pic- 
ture data obtained from a recording medium, wherein the recording medium includes first picture file including picture 
data of first resolution (hereinafter simply referred to as first resolution data d^ending upon circumstances and second 
picture file including picture data of second resolution (hereinafter simply referred to as second picture data depending 
upon circumstances) higher than the first resolution and caused to be related to the first picture file. Moreover, the pic- 
ture control apparatus includes picture processing means for implementing desired picture processing to the first pic- 
ture data reproduced from the recording medium, control data generating means for generating control data for 
indicating picture processing implemented to the first picture data by the picture processing means, and recording 
means for recording, onto the recording medium, the control data generated by the control data generating means as 
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control data file different from the first picture file and the second picture file in a manner related to the second picture 
file. 

In more practical sense, the first picture file is intermediate resolution picture file data Including, e.g.. intermediate 
resolution picture data for monitor display as picture data of first resolution, and the second picture file is high resolution 

5 picture file including high resolution picture data for print as picture data of second resolution. 

In the picture control apparatus for controlling such respective picture data, when desired picture processing is 
implemented to the first picture data reproduced from the recording medium by the picture processing means, the con- 
trol data generating means generates print control data as control data indicating picture processing implemented to 
the first picture data (intermediate resolution picture data). Further, the recording means records control data generated 

10 by the control data generating means onto the recording medium as print data file which is control data file different from 
the first and second files in a manner related to the second picture data (high resolution picture data). 

Thus, a recording medium on which print control data for controlling print operation is recorded along with at least 
intermediate resolution picture data for monitor display and high resolution picture data for printer can be formed. For 
this reason, request such as the number of prints or color designation, etc. can be recognized only by reproducing the 

15 recording medium. In print, there is no necessity of carrying out request therefor orally or by any other means. Thus, 
convenience can be improved. 

Moreover, user is caused to have such recording medium and the shop side is caused to have the picture control 
apparatus (unit) to which a printer unit is connected, whereby, without necessity of allowing user who has taken the 
recording medium to make orally, etc. request relating to print, an approach is employed at the shop side to reproduce 

20 the recording medium which has been taken to thereby recognize it. thus making it possible to carry out print out. For 
this reason, print miss resulting from erroneous hearing, etc. of request can be prevented. In addition, as the system of 
obtaining still picture, it is possit»le to provide a simplified available (acquisition) system in which "processing laboratory" 
is not required. For this reason, entirety new available system can be realized as the system of obtaining still picture. 
Further, a recording medium according to this invention includes: picture file including first picture file including pic- 

25 ture data of first resolution, and second picture file including picture data of second resolution higher than the first res- 
olution and caused to be related to the first picture file; and control data file formed as file different from the picture file 
and in which control data generated on the basis of first picture data to which desired picture processing has been 
implemented is recorded in a manner related to the second picture data. In addition, the recording medium includes 
control data management file including control data file management information unit for carrying out management of 

30 the control data file, and management information table for carrying out, in first recording units of the recording medium, 
management of recording positions of the picture file, the control data file and the control data management file. 

In more practical sense, the first picture file is intermediate resolution picture file including intermediate resolution 
picture data for monitor display as picture data of first resolution, and the second picture file is high resolution picture 
file including high resolution picture data for print as picture data of second resolution. In addition, the control data file 

35 is print data file for carrying out print control of the high resolution picture data for print. 

The control data file is caused to undergo management by control data management file including control data file 
management information unit. In addition, recording positions of the picture file, the control data file and the control data 
management file are caused to undergo management, in first recording units (e.g., 1 cluster unit) of the recording 
medium, by the management information table. 

40 Thus, a recording medium on which print control data for controlling print operation is recorded along with at least 
intermediate resolution picture data for monitor display and high resolution picture data for print can be formed. For this 
reason, similarly to the above-described picture control apparatus, print miss resulting from erroneous hearing of 
request relating to print can be prevented, and entirely novel simplified available system which does not require 
"processing laboratory" can be realized as the system of obtaining still picture. 

45 Moreover, a picture control system according to this invention is directed to a picture control system in which a 
recording medium including first picture file including first resolution picture data and second picture file including pic- 
ture data of second resolution higher than the first resolution and caused to be related to the first picture file is loaded 
into a first picture control unit or a second picture control unit to control picture data obtained from the recording 
medium. 

50 Further, the first picture control unit comprises first picture processing means for implementing desired picture 
processing to the first picture data reproduced from the recording medium, control data generating means for generat- 
ing control data for indicating picture processing implemented to the first picture data by the first picture processing 
means, and recording means for recording, onto the recording medium, control data generated by the control data gen- 
erating means as control data file different from the first picture file or the second picture file in a manner caused to be 

55 related to the second picture file. 

In addition, the second picture control unit comprises reproducing means for reproducing, from the recording 
medium, the second picture data and control data corresponding to the second picture data, and second picture 
processing means for inptementing picture processing to the reproduced second picture data on the basis of the con- 
trol data reproduced from the reproducing means. 
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In more practical sense, the first picture file is intermediate resolution picture file including first picture data which 
is intermediate resolution picture data for monitor display, and the second picture file Is high resolution picture file 
including second picture data which is high resolution picture data for print. 

In such a picture control system, when picture processing that i^er desires is implemented to the first picture data 
5 which is the intermediate resolution picture data by the first picture processing means, the control data generating 
means forms print control data as control data indicating picture processing implemented to the first picture data. Fur- 
ther, the recording means records, onto the recording means, the print control data as control data file (print data f Oe) 
different from the first and second picture files. 

Moreover, the second picture control unit is operative to reproduce at least the high resolution picture data and the 
10 print data file from the recording medium by the reproducing means, and to implement, by the second picture process- 
ing means, picture processing conesponding to print control data of the print data file to the high resolution picture data. 
By the second picture control unit, the picture data to which the picture processing corresponding to the print control 
data has been inplemented is delivered to, e.g., a print unit externally connected. 

Thus, picture processing that user has designated by using the first picture control unit is automatically carried out 
15 at the second picture control unit side, thus making It possible to obtain print picture that user desires. Accordingly, sim- 
ilarly to the above-described picture control unit and the recording medium, print miss resulting from erroneous hearing 
of request relating to print can be prevented, and entirely novel simplified available system which does not require 
"processing laboratory" can be realized as the system of obtaining still picture. 

Moreover, a picture control method according to this Invention is directed to a picture control method in which a 
20 recording medium comprising first picture file Including picture data of first resolution and second picture file Including 
picture data of second resolution higher than the first resolution and caused to be related to the first picture file is loaded 
into a first picture control unit or a second picture control unit to control picture data obtained from the recording 
medium, characterized in that the method comprises steps as desaibed below. 

Initially, as step (a), in the first picture control unit, desired picture processing is implemented to the first picture data 
25 reproduced from the recording medium. Subsequently, as step (b), in the first picture control unit, control data is gener- 
ated on the basis of the first picture data which has been caused to undergo picture processing at the step (a). Subse- 
quently, as step (c). in the first picture control unit, the control data generated at the step (c) is recorded onto the 
recording medium as control data file different from the first picture file and the second picture file in a manner caused 
to be related to the second picture data. As step (d), In the second picture control unit, the second picture data and con- 
so trol data corresponding to the second picture data recorded at the step (c) are r^roduced from the recorxJIng medium. 
Subsequently, as step (e), in the second picture control unit, picture processing is implemented to the second picture 
data reproduced at the step (d) on the basis of the control data reproduced at the step (d). 

In more practical sense, the first picture file is intermediate resolution picture file including Intermediate resolution 
picture data for monitor display as the picture data of first resolution, and the second picture file is high resolution picture 
35 file including high resolution picture data for print as picture data of second resolution. 

At the step (b), print control data which is control data is formed on the basis of the first picture data which has been 
caused to undergo picture processing at the step (a). This print control data is caused to be related to high resolution 
picture data which is the picture data of second resolution, and Is then recorded onto the recording medium as print 
data file. 

40 The high resolution picture data and the print data file recorded on the recording medium are reproduced by the 
second picture control unit at the step (d). Then, at the step (e). picture processing is implemented to the high resolution 
picture data in dependency upon print control data of print data file. The high resolution picture data which has been 
caused to undergo picture processing is delivered to a print unit externally connected. 

Thus, picture processing that user has designated by using the first picture control unit is automatically carried out 

45 at the second picture control unit side, thus making it possible to obtain print picture that user desires. Accordingly, slm- 
llariy to the picture control unit and the recording medium as described above, print miss resulting from erroneous hear- 
ing, etc. of request relating to print can be prevented, and simplified entirely the novel available system which does not 
require "processing laboratory" can be realized as the system of obtaining still picture. 

50 Brief Description of the Drawings 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a still picture system to which a picture control apparatus, a recording medium, a pic- 
ture control system, and a picture control method according to this invention are applied. 
FIG. 2 Is a block diagram of scanner unit provided In the still picture system. 
55 FIG. 3 Is a block diagram of printer unit provided in the still picture system. 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of picture processing block provided In the still picture system. 

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of tfilnning and compression/expansion block provided In the still picture system. 

FIG. 6 Is a block diagram of storage unit provided In the stiil picture system. 

FIG. 7 Is a block diagram of video input unit provided in the still picture system. 
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FIG. 8 is a view showing appearance of operation unit provided in the still picture system. 

FIG. 9 is a view for explaining data structure of picture data recorded on the optical disc. 

FIG. 10 is a view for explaining management block formed in data U-TOC. 

FIG. 11 is a view for explaining sector structure of volume descriptor. 

FIG. 12 is a view for explaining sector structure of volume space bitmap. 

FIG. 13 is a view for explaining the configuration of allocation block. 

FIG. 14 is a view for explaining sector structure of management table. 

FIG. 15 is a view for explaining respective data recorded into management table. 

FIG. 1 6 is a view for explaining sector structure of directory record for directory. 

FIG. 17 is a view for explaining sector structure of directory record for file. 

FIG. 18 is a view for explaining sector structure of extent record block. 

FIG. 19 is a view for explaining hierarchical directory structure for carrying out management of picture data every 
respective resolutions in the still picture system. 

FIG. 20 Is a view for explaining DRB and ERB constituting the management block 

FIG. 21 is a view for explaining the configuration of ERB constituting the management block. 

FIG. 22 is a view for explaining format table in the hierarchical directory structure. 

FIG. 23 is a view for explaining picture parameter table in the hierarchical directory structure. 

FIG. 24 is a view for explaining overall information management file in the hierarchical directory structure. 

FIG. 25 is a view for explaining picture data management file in the hierarchical directory structure. 

FIG. 26 is a view for explaining print data management file in the hierarchical directory structure. 

FIG. 27 is a view for explaining picture data file in the hierarchical directory structure. 

FIG. 28 is a view for explaining overall irxlex file in the hierarchical directory structure. 

FIG. 29 is a view for explaining picture index file in the hierarchical directory structure. 

FIG. 30 is a view for explaining print data file in the hierarchical directory structure. 

FIG. 31 is a view for explaining print control data which is data content of print information unit included in the print 
data file. 

FIG. 32 is a flowchart for explaining recording operation of the first half In the still picture system. 
FIG. 33 is a flowchart for explaining recording operation of the latter half in the still picture system. 
FIG. 34 is a flowchart for explaining recording operation of picture data every respective resolutions in the still pic- 
ture system. 

FIG. 35 is a flowchart for explaining forming operation of the first half of overall index file in the still picture system. 
FIG. 36 is a flowchart for explaining forming operation of the latter half of the overall index file in the still picture sys- 
tem. 

FIG. 37 is a flowchart for explaining reproducing (playback) operation in the still picture system. 

FIG. 38 is a flowchart for explaining retrieval operation of designated picture data in the still picture system. 

FIG. 39 is a flowchart for explaining edit operation of picture data in the still picture system. 

FIG. 40 is a block diagram of a portable recording/reproducing device to which a picture control apparatus, a 
recording medium, a picture control system and a picture control method according to this Invention are applied. 

FIG. 41 is a flowchart for explaining recording/reproducing (playback) operation of the portable recording/reproduc- 
ing device. 

FIG. 42 is a flowchart for explaining print operation in the still picture system. 

FIG. 43 is a view for explaining a conventional system of obtaining still picture. 

FIG. 44 is a view for explaining a novel system of obtaining still picture realized by this invention. 

Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention 

Preferred modes (forms) for carrying out a picture control apparatus, a recording medium, a picture control system 
and a picture control method according to this invention will now be described In detail with reference to the attached 
drawings. 

Initially, the picture control apparatus, the recording medium, the picture control system and the picture control 
method according to this invention can be applied to a still picture system as shown in FIG. 1 . 

1 [Configuration of the still picture system] 

This still picture system comprises a scanner unit 1 for carrying out reading operation of picture (pictorial image) 
from film or photograph, etc., a printer unit 2 for carrying out print operation of still picture con-esponding to picture data 
taken in or recorded at the still picture system, and a picture processing block 3 for forming, from the picture data taken 
into the still picture system, high resolution picture data for print, intermediate resolution picture data for monitor display, 
and low resolution picture data for index display. A video input unit 8 for taking thereinto picture data from other Image 
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equipments such as video tape recorder equipment or camera dance, etc.. and a monitor unit 9 on which still picture 
con-esponding to picture data through the picture processing block 3 is displayed are connected to the picture process- 
ing block 3. 

Moreover, the still picture system comprises a thinning and contraction/expansion block 4 for implementing thinning 
and contraction/expansion processing to picture data taken into the still picture system, a storage unit 5 for recoiding 
and reproducing the picture data of respective resolutions with respect to optical disc provided as a recording medium 
in the still picture system, and a system controller 6 for carrying out control of the entirety of the still picture system At 
the system controller 6. as described later, there is provided a random access memory (RAM) 6a for temporarily storing 
picture data which has been read out from the optical disc when recording the picture data after undergone sequencing 
in order of reproduction (playback). In addition, an operation unit 10 for designating taking-ln. recording, reproduction 
(playback) and pnnt. etc. of the picture data is connected to the system controller 6. 

The still picture system is of a structure in which the scanner unit 1 . the printer unit 2. the picture processing block 
3, the thinning and contraction/expansion processing block 4. the storage unit 5, and the system controller 6 are con- 
nected (interconnected) through a bus line 7. 



1-1 [Configuration of the scanner unit] 

The scanner unit 1 is composed, as shown in FIG, 2, of a CCD image sensor 1a for reading still picture recorded 
on negative film, positive film or photograph, etc.. an A/D converter 1 b for allowing a picture signal delivered as an ana- 
log signal from the CCD image sensor la to undergo digital conversion to form picture data, a con-ection section 1c for 
implementing connection processing such as shading correction or color masking correction, etc. to the picture data 
from the A/D converter 1b, and an interface Id connected to the bus line 7. 



1 -2 [Configuration of the printer unit] 

The printer unit 2 is composed, as shown in FIG. 3. an interface 2a connected to the bus line 7. a data conversion 
circuit 2b for implementing data conversion processing suitable for print to the picture data delivered thereto, and a ther- 
mal head 2c for carrying out print operation of still picture con-esponding to the picture data from the data conversion 
circuit 2 onto a printer paper 2d. The print operation in this printer unit is controlled in accordance with print control data 
which will be described later, for controlling the number of prints and hue (tint), etc. 

1 -3 [Configuration of the picture processing block] 



The picture processing block 3 comprises, as shown in FIG. 4, a frame memory 1 1 composed of a main memory 

I la for temporarily storing picture data taken into the still picture system and a video memory lib for temporarily stor- 
ing picture data taken thereinto through the scanner unit 1 or the video input unit 8, etc.. and a picture processing circuit 
12 for implementing picture processing such as expansion (enlargement) processing or contract ion processing, etc to 
the picture data which has been read out from the main memory 11a. TTie picture processing block 3 further iricludes 
a memory controller 13 for controlling the frame memory 11, a picture processing controller 14 for controlling picture 
processing operation in the picture processing circuit 12, and an interface 15 connected to the bus line 7. 

More particularly, the frame memory 1 1 is composed of frame memory for R in which picture data of Red (R) is sub- 
jected to readMrite operation, frame memory for G in which picture data of Green (G) is subjected to read/write opera- 
tion, and frame memory for B in which picture data of Blue (B) is subjected to read/write operation. 

The frame memories for respective colors are of a structure, from a theoretical point of view, such that eight DRAMs 
(Dynamic RAMs) in total obtained by stacking four DRAMs in a depth direction in a double line form, each having mem- 
ory area of 4M bits in which, e.g.. the threes imensional relationship of length, breadth and depth is expressed as 1024 
pixels X 1 024 pixels x 4 bits, have memory area of 2048 x 2048 x 8 bits. Further, the frame memory 1 1 is of a structure, 
from a theoretical point of view, such that the frame memories for respective colors having the memory area of 2048 x 
2048 X 8 bits are respectively stacked in order of R. G and B in the depth direction. For this reason, the frame memory 

I I has a memory area of 2048 x 2048 x 24 bits. 



1-4 [Configuration of tiiinning and contraction/expansion processing block] 

The thinning and contraction/expansion processing block 4 is composed, as shown in FIG. 5. of an interface 4a 
connected to the bus line 7. a buffer 4b for temporarily storing high resolution picture data delivered through the inter- 
face 4a. an 1/4 thinning circuit 4c for allowing the high resolution picture data from the buffer 4a to undergo thinning 
processing into 1/4 to thereby form intermediate resolution picture data, and a buffer memory (buffer) 4d for temporarily 
storing the intermediate resolution picture data from the 1/4 thinning circuit 4c. Moreover, the thinning and contrac- 
tion/expansion block 4 includes a 1/60 thinning circuit 4e for allowing the intermediate resolution picture data which has 
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been read out from the buffer 4d to undergo thinning processing into 1/60 to thereby form low resolution picture data, 
and a selector 4f for selecting any one of the high resolution picture data from the buffer 4b, the intermediate resolution 
picture data from the 1/4 thinning circuit 4c, and the low resolution picture data from the 1 /60 thinning circuit 4e to output 
selected one. Further, the thinning and contraction/expansion block 4 includes a raster/block converting circuit 4g for 
5 dividing each picture data selected by the selector 4f into blocks of predetermined pixel unit suitable for compression 
processing, a compression/expansion circuit 4h for implementing fixed length encoding processing to the picture data 
blocked (divided into blocks) by the raster/block converting circuit 4g, and a thinning and contraction/expansion control- 
ler 4i for controlling the thinning and contraction/expansion processing operation at the thinning and contraction/expan- 
sion processing block 4. 

10 

1-5 [Configuration of the storage unit] 

The storage unit 5 is composed, as shown in FIG. 6, of an interface 5a connected to the bus line 7, an EFM circuit 
5b for implementing 8-14 modulation processing to picture data of respective resolutions from the thinning and com- 
15 pression/expansion processing block 4, a disc recording/reproducing section 5c for recording and reproducing picture 
data from the EFM circuit 5b with respect to the optical disc 20, and a storage unit controller 5d for controlling the oper- 
ation of the entirety of the storage unit 5. 

1-6 [Configuration of the video Input unit] 

20 

The video input unit 8 is composed, as shown In FIG. 7, of an Input terminal 8a for conposite video signal, an input 
terminal 8b tor video signal delivered in the Y (luminance)/C (chroma) separate format (form), an input terminal 8c for 
video signal delivered in the RGB format, a video processing section 8d for implementing a processing to carry out con- 
version into picture size suitable for the stiil picture system to the video signals of respective formats delivered through 
25 the respective input terminals 8a to 8c, and an A/D converter 8e for converting the respective video signals delivered 
as an analog signal from the video processing section 8d Into digital data to form respective picture data. 

1-7 [Configuration of the operation unit] 

30 The operation unit 10 has an appearance as shown In FIG. 8, and has, on the surface panel thereof, a disc insertion 
hole 30 and a display section 26 formed by liquid crystal display plate. Moreover, the operation unit 10 includes a power 
key 31 for turning ON main power supply of the storage unit 5, an eject key 32 for designating ejection (taking-out) of 
the optical disc 20 inserted through the disc Insertion hole 30, and an album key 33 for carrying out album selection 
within the disc. 

35 Further, the operation unit 10 Includes a disc key 34 for designating display of disc name and album name, etc., an 
image key 35 for designating display of picture (image) name, key word and recording date, etc. , a clock key 36 for des- 
ignating display of current date and time, etc., and an automatic play (auto play) key 37 for designating automatic play- 
back (auto play) to automatically play back (reproduce) picture image of designated album in order of recording, or to 
automatically picture images of designated respective albums in a designated order. 

40 Further, the operation unit 10 Includes a first Index key 38a for designating first index display to display, e.g., 25 pic- 
ture Images constituting a selected album by one picture, a second index key 38b for designating second Index display 
to display only the first picture Images of respective albums by one picture, a third index key 38c for designating third 
index display to display as far as several picture images from tiie first of respective albums by one picture, and a fourth 
index key 38d for designating fourth index display to display picture Images of respective albums played back (repro- 

45 duced) at intervals of predetermined number of picture images by one picture. 

Further, tiie operation unit 1 0 includes a first album search key 56 for designating first album search display to dis- 
play only tiie leading picture images of respective albums one by one to carry out retrieval of desired album, a second 
album search key 57 for designating second album search display to display as far as several picture images from tiie 
first of respective albums one by one to carry out retrieval of desired album, a return key 39 for designating playback 

50 (reproduction) of picture fbnward (In point of time) by one with respect to current picture, a feed key 40 for designating 
playback (reproduction) of picture backward (in point of time) by one with respect to current picture, a playback (r^ro- 
duction) key for designating playback (reproduction) of picture, and a stop key 42 for designating stop of recording play- 
back (reproduction). 

Further, the operation unit 10 includes a temporary stop key 43 for designating temporary stop of the automatic 
55 playback, a recording designation key 44 for designating recording of picture, a REC indicator 45 turned ON at tiie time 
of recording, an edit indicator 46 turned ON at the time of editing, etc., and a move key 47 used in the case of moving 
a desired picture to a desired position within corresponding album or to a desired position of any other album. 

Further, the operation unit 10 includes an erase key 48 for designating erasing of recorded picture, an enter key 49 
used for designation of a desired picture in moving the desired picture witiiin corresponding album or moving it to any 
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other album by using the above-mentioned move key 47. a ten key 50 used in inputting figures (numeric values) or char- 
acters, and a dear key 51 for designating erasing of figure or character, etc. inputted by the ten key 50. 

Since the above-mentioned respective keys 31 to 51 have high use frequency, those keys are provided in the state 
where they are all exposed to the surface panel. 

In addition, the operation unit 10 includes a retrieval key 52 for designating retrieval of desired picture, a write key 
53 for designating recording of album name or picture name, etc., a cross (cruciform) key 54 for designating character, 
etc. to be inputted, and an EXEC key 55 for designating recording of character, etc. designated by the cross key 54. 

These respective keys 52 to 55 are ordinarily covered with the surface cover because they are used for special use 
purpose, such as. for example, at the time of recording of album name and picture name. etc. As occasion demands, 
user uncovers the surface cover to use such keys. 

2 [Outline of the recording operation] 

The first recording operation of the still picture system as constructed above will now be described. 

Initially, in the case where desired picture data is recorded onto optical disc 20 of the storage unit 5. user operates 
the operation unit 10 to designate destination of taking-in of picture data (scanner unit 1 or video input' unit 8). and to 
set destination of output of the picture data which has been taken in to the storage unit 5. Thus, the system controller 6 
controls the scanner unit 1 or the video input unit 8 so that it is in operative state, 

2-1 [Description of the operation of the scanner unit] 

The scanner unit 1 is adapted so that it can read both pictures of reflection type manusaipt and transmission type 
manuscript. In more practical sense, the scanner unit 1 can read, e.g., photograph of E size, photograph of L size, and 
photograph of A6 size as the reflection type manuscript, and can read negative film of 35 mm, or Brownie size as the 
transmission type manuscript. It is to be noted that the scanner unit 1 can also read manuscript obtained by allowing, 
negative film of the 35 mm, or Brownie size to undergo print at the original size. 

When the film or photograph, etc. is mounted on the manuscript reading table, the scanner unit 1 reads this man- 
uscript by scanning CCD line sensor la shown in FIG. 2. The CCD line sensor la forms a picture signal corresponding 
to the picture which has been read to deliver it to A/D converter lb. The A/D converter lb digitizes the picture signal 
delivered from the CCD line sensor 1 a to thereby form picture data to deliver it to correction system 1c. For example, in 
the case where picture has been read from the 35 mm film, the correction system 1c corrects this picture data so that 
there is provided picture data of size (dimensions) of 1200 pixels x 1700 pixels as the size (dimensions) of length x 
breadth to output the corrected picture data. 

Moreover, in the case where manuscripts to be read are film of Brownie size, photograph of E size, photograph of 
L size, and photograph of A6 size, the scanner unit 1 respectively makes conections into picture data of sizes of 1298 
pixels X 975 ^ 1 875 pixels, 1 050 pixels x 1 450 pixels. 1 1 20 pixels x 1 575 pixels, and 1 325 pixels x 1 825 pixels to output 
corrected picture data. 

2-2 [Description of the operation of the video input unit] 

The video input unit 8 is adapted as shown in FIG. 7 so that, e.g., video signals of three formats of composite video 
signals, video signals delivered in the Y (luminance)/C (chroma) separate format, and video signals delivered in the for- 
mat of RGB from video tape recorder equipment, etc. can be inputted thereto. These video signals are delivered to 
video processing system 8d through input terminals 8a to 8c, respectively. 

The video processing system 8d changes pixels of the video signals of the respective formats into pixels of cubic 
lattice, and makes a change such that their pixel sizes have 480 pixels x 640 pixels to deliver them to A/D converter 8e. 
The A/D converter 8e digitizes the video signals to thereby form picture data corresponding to the video signals of the 
respective formats to output them through output terminal 8f. 

2-3 [Description of the operation of the picture processing block] 

Picture data formed by the scanner unit 1 or the video input unit 2 are picture data of high resolution such that, e.g., 
the dimensional relationship between length and breadth is expressed as 1024 pixels x 1536 pixels, and are delivered 
to video memory 1 lb within frame memory 3 through input terminal 18 of the picture processing block 3 shown in FIG. 
4. 

The memory controller 1 3 is operative so that when picture data of high resolution is delivered to the video memory 
1 lb, it carries out write-in control and read-out control so as to temporarily store such picture data and to read out the 
stored picture data of high resolution. This high resolution picture data is transferred to thinning and compres- 
sion/expansion processing block 4 through data line 17, interface 15. bus line 7 and data line 16 in order, and is trans- 
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ferred to main memory 11a. The memory controller 13 carries out write-in control of the main memory 1 la so as to 
tenporarily store the high resolution picture data which has been transferred to the main memory 11a. 

When the high resolution picture data is stored into the main memory 1 1 a. the picture processing controller 1 4 con- 
trols the picture processing circuit 12 and the memory controller 13 so as to convert the high resolution picture data into, 
5 e.g.. picture data of intermediate resolution for monitor display of 480 pixels x 640 pixels. Thus, the high resolution pic- 
ture data is read out from the main memory 1 la by read-out control of the memory controller 13, and is delivered to the 
picture processing circuit 12. Then, the high resolution picture data is converted into intermediate resolution picture 
data by the picture processing circuit 12, and is delivered to the video memory 11b through the data line 16, the inter- 
face 15. the bus line 7 and the data line 17. The memory controller 13 Is operative so that when the Intermediate reso- 
10 lution picture data is delivered to the video memory 1 lb, it allows the video memory 1 lb to undergo write-in control so 
as to temporarily store such picture data and allows the video memory 1 lb to undergo read -out control so as to read 
out It. Thus, the intermediate resolution picture data stored In the video memory 1 1b Is read out. and is then delivered 
to monitor unit 9 shown in FIG. 1 through output terminal 19. 

The intermediate resolution picture data delivered to the monitor unit 9 Is converted into picture data in analog form 
15 by D/A converter so that a picture signal for monitor display of intermediate resolution is provided. Thus, the picture 
image which has been taken In by the scanner unit 1 or the video Input unit 8 is displayed on the monitor unit 9. 

In this example, the picture processing controller 14 shown In FIG. 4 is operative so that in the case where picture 
processing such as expansion processing or contraction processing, etc. of picture which has been taken In by the 
scanner unit 1 or the video Input unit 8 Is designated by operation of the operation unit 10, It controls the picture 
20 processing circuit 12 so that the designated picture processing Is Implemented to the picture data which has been read 
out from the main memory 1 1 a. TTie picture data to which the designated picture processing has been implemented by 
the picture processing circuit 12 is delivered to the monitor unit 9. Thus, the picture to which the designated picture 
processing has been implemented is displayed on the monitor unit 9. In addition, the picture processing controller 14 
delivers data Indicating picture processing innplemented to the picture data (picture processing Information) to the thin- 
gs ning and compression/expansion processing block 4 through the Interface 1 5 and the bus line 7. 

2-4 [Description of the operation of the thinning and compression/expansion processing block] 

Then, user confirms by the picture image displayed on the monitor unit 9 as to whether or not con^esponding picture 
30 image Is desired one, whereby in the case where the corresponding picture Image is desired one, user operates the 
recording designation key 44 of the operation unit 10 shown in FIG. 8 to designate recording of the picture image dis- 
played on the monitor unit 9. 

The system controller 6 shown in FIG. 1 Is operative so that when the recording designation key 4 is caused to 
undergo ON operation, It detects this operation to deliver data indicating that designation of the recording has been 
35 made and the picture processing information in the case where such Information exists to the thinning and compres- 
sion/expansion controller 4j of the compression/expansion processing block 4 through the bus line 7 and the interface 
4a shown in FIG. 5. 

The thinning and compression/expansion controller 4i Is operative so that in the case where the picture processing 
information exists, it controls the interface 4a so as to temporarily store such data and to carry out taking-in of the high 
40 resolution picture data. When the high resolution picture data is taken into the thinning and compression/expansion 
processing block through the interface 4a, it Is temporarily stored into the buffer 4b. When the high resolution picture 
data is stored into the buffer 4b, the thinning and contraction/expansion controller 4i allows the buffer 4b to undergo 
read-out control so as to deliver the high resolution picture data to the 1/4 thinning circuit 4c and the selector 4f, e.g., 
every line. 

45 The 1/4 thinning circuit 4c Implements a thinning processing such that (the number of) pixels of the higher resolu- 
tion picture data is reduced to one fourth (1/4) to thereby form intermediate resolution picture data of 480 pixels x 640 
pixels to deliver it to the memory 4d. The thinning and compression/expansion controller 4i is operative so that when 
the Intermediate resolution picture data is delivered to the memory 4d, It controls the memory 4d so as to temporarily 
store such picture data and to read out it. The intermediate resolution picture data which has been read out from the 

50 memory 4d is delivered to the 1/60 thinning circuit 4e and the selector 4f. 

The 1/60 thinning circuit 4e implements a thinning processing such that (the number of) pixels of the intermediate 
resolution picture data which has been read out from the memory 4d Is reduced to one sixtieth (1/60) to thereby form 
low resolution picture data of 60 pixels x 80 pixels (picture data for index) to deliver It to the selector 4f. 

The selector 4f Is subject to switching control by the thinning and compression/expansion controller 4i. Namely, the 

55 thinning and compression/expansion controller 41 allows the selector 4f to undergo switching control, e.g., so as to 
select picture data of respective resolutions delivered to the selector 4f In order of high resolution picture data, interme- 
diate resolution picture data and low resolution picture data to output selected one. The picture data of respective res- 
olutions from the selector 4f are delivered to the raster/block converting circuit 4g. 
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The raster/block converting circuit 4g divides the respective picture data into. e.g.. processing block units of 8 pixels 
X 8 pixels which are processing unit of compression encoding to deliver them to the compression/expansion circuit 4h. 

As stated above, the picture data of respective resolutions are divided into processing block units of 8 pixels x 8 
pixels at the raster/block converting circuit 4g. In this case, the low resolution picture data has picture size of 60 pixels 
X 80 pixels. For this reason, when attempt is made to divide the lower resolution picture data into processing block units 
of 8 pixels X 8 pixels, because the number of pixels in a longitudinal direction cannot be divided by eight (8) (60 pixels 
^ 8 pixels = 7.5 pixels), it is impossible to divide the low resolution picture data in the processing block units of 8 pixels 
X 8 pixels. From facts as described above, the raster/block converting circuit 4g is operative so that when the low reso- 
lution picture data is delivered thereto, it adds dummy data of 4 pixels x 80 pixels to the upper row (line) side or the lower 
row (line) side of the picture data to thereby allow the low resolution picture data of 60 pixels x 80 pixels to be low res- 
olution picture data of 64 pixels x 80 pixels. By such a processing, the number of pixels in the longitudinal direction can 
be divided by eight (8). Thus, the raster/block converting circuit 4g divides the low resolution picture data of 64 pixels x 
80 pixels into 8 processing blocks and 1 0 processing blocks to deliver them to the compression/expansion circuit 4h It 
IS to be noted that since the dummy data is eliminated in the index display, there is no possibility that pictures according 
to the dummy data (e.g.. black pictures or white pictures) are displayed in the state added to the index picture 

The compression/expansion circuit 4h Is composed of Disaete Cosine Transform circuit (DCT circuit) quantizing 
circuit, and fixed length encoding circuit which are not shown. Accordingly, the picture data of respective resolutions are 
first delivered to the DCT circuit. 

The DCT circuit carries out orthogonal transform processing to transform the picture data of respective resolutions 
into picture data on the frequency base to form DCT coefficients, thus to deliver, to the quantizing circuit those picture 
data of respective resolutions to which the orthogonal transform processing has been implemented. 

The quantizing circuit carries out quantization processing of the picture data of respective resolutions by using 
e.g., suitable quantization coefficients set by the system controller 6 to deliver quantized picture data to the fixed lencrth 
encoding circuit. ^ 

The fixed length encoding circuit implements fixed length encoding processing to DCT coefficients of the picture 
data of respective resolutions quantized by the suitable quantization coefficients to feed the result of fixed length encod- 
ing processing back to the thinning and compression/expansion controller 4i. The thinning and compression/expansion 
controller 4i forms quantization coefficients optimum for quantizing that picture data in accordance with the result of tfie 
fixed length encoding processing to deliver them to the quantizing circuit. The quantizing circuit carries out quantization 
of the picture data by using the optimum quantization coefficients set for the second time to deliver it to tiie fixed length 
encoding circuit. Thus, at the fixed length encoding circuit, picture data of respective resolutions are permitted to 
undergo fixed length encoding so that they have predetermined data length. 

In more practical sense, by such compression encoding processing, the intermediate resolution picture data is 
caused to undergo fixed length encoding processing so that it has data length of 2 clusters twice greater than one clus- 
ter which IS one recording unit, the high resolution picture data is caused to undergo fixed length encoding processing 
so that It has data length of 8 clusters, and the low resolution picture data is caused to undergo fixed length encoding 
processing so that it has data length of 1/15 clusters. The picture data of respective resolutions which have been 
caused to undergo fixed length encoding In this way are delivered to the storage unit 5 shown in FIG. 6 through the inter- 
face 4a and the bus line 7. In addition, in the case where picture processing information is added to the delivered picture 
data as described above, the thinning and compression/expansion controller 41 delivers the picture processing informa- 
tion to the storage unit 5 along with tiie picture data of respective resolutions. 

2-5 [Description of the operation of the storage unit] 

Picture data of respective resolutions and picture processing information from tfie tiiinning and compres- 
sion/expansion processing block 4 are delivered to the interface 5a of FIG. 6. The storage unit controller 5d is operative 
so that when the picture data of respective resolutions and the picture processing information are delivered to the inter- 
face 5a. it confrols the Interface 5a so as to take them into the storage unit 5. The picture data of respective resolutions 
and the picture processing information which have been taken into the storage unit 5 through the interface 5a are deliv- 
ered to the EFM drcurt 5b. When the picture data of respective resolutions and the picture processing information are 
delivered to the EFM circuit 5b. the storage unit controller 5d controls the EFM circuit 5b so as to implement so called 
EFM processing (8-1 4 modulation processing) to the picture data of respective resolutions and the picture processing 
information which have been caused to undergo fixed length encoding. The picture data of respective resolutions and 
the picture processing information which have been caused to undergo EFM processing are delivered to the disc 
recording/reproducing section 5c. When the picture data of respective resolutions and the picture processing informa- 
tion are delivered to the disc recording/reproducing section 5c. the storage unit controller 5d controls the disc record- 
ing/reproducing section 5c so as to record the picture data of respective resolutions and the picture processing 
information onto the optical disc 20. Thus, tiie picture data of respective resolutions and the picture processing informa- 
tion thereof are recorded onto the optical disc 20. 



10 



EP 0 730 368 A1 



In more practical sense, the optical disc 20 is, e.g.. magneto-optical disc having diameter of 64 mm. and is adapted 
so that picture data corresponding to 200 pictures can be rewritten desired number of times every respective resolu- 
tions. Further, the picture data corresponding to 200 pictures are caused to undergo management in the state divided 
into four albums in total with picture data con^esponding to 50 pictures being as one album. Accordingly, in the case 

5 where user carries out recording of such picture data, he selects an album on which corresponding picture data is 
recorded by using the operation unit 10. Thus, the system controller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 
5c through the storage unit controller 5d so as to record, in order of taking-in, the picture data of respective resolutions 
onto the album selected by the user. 

It is to be noted that, in this instance, the low resolution picture data are recorded as index file for index for display- 

10 ing a plurality of pictures recorded on the album within one picture on screen, the intermediate resolution picture data 
are recorded as intermediate resolution picture file for monitor display for displaying a desired one picture recorded on 
the album, and the high resolution picture data are recorded as high resolution picture file for print for carrying out print 
of picture corresponding thereto. 

15 3 [Description of the format of the optical disc] 

The optical disc 20 on which picture data of respective resolutions are recorded as described above are has a new 
format for picture recording as described below. 

20 3-1 [Cluster structure] 

Initially, recording and reproduction (playback) are carried out with respect to the optical disc 20 with "cluster" being 
as one unit. One cluster corresponds to two ~ three rounds (circumferences) of tracks. These clusters are continuously 
recorded in point of time, whereby one data track is formed. The one cluster consists of subdata area of 4 sectors (one 
25 sector is 2352 bytes) and main data area of 32 sectors. Addresses are recorded every respective one sectors. 

It is to be noted that the areas in which data are actually recorded within respective sectors are the area of 2048 
bytes of the 2352 bytes, and header data by synchronization (sync) pattern or address, etc., and error correction code, 
etc are recorded in the remaining byte area. 

In the subdata area of four (4) sectors, subdata or linking data indicating that successive data is recorded in another 
30 area in the case where the successive data is recorded in another area, etc., are recorded. 

In addition, into the main data area of 32 sectors, TOC data, audio (speech) data and picture data, etc. are 
recorded. 

3-2 [Track structure] 

35 

The area of the optical disc 20 consists, as shown in FIG. 9(a), of pit area in which data are recorded by emboss 
pits and magneto-optical area (MO area) in which grooves are provided so that data are caused to undergo record- 
ing/reproduction by the magneto-optical system. 

The pit area is caused to serve as reproduction (playback) only management area in which P-TOC (Premastered 
40 Table Of Contents) which is management information recorded on the optical disc 20 is recorded, and P-TOC sectors 
which will be described later are repeatedly recorded. 

The MO area is the area innermost circumference side up to the termination of the lead-out area of the disc outer- 
most circumferential side. Moreover, the area from immediately after the lead-in area up to immediately before the lead- 
out area of the disc outermost circumferential side of the MO area is caused to be recordable area where data can be 
45 recorded. 

The recordable area consists of recording/reproduction (playback) management area formed at the leading portion 
of the recordable area, and recordable user area formed from immediately after the recording/reproduction manage- 
ment area up to immediately before the lead-out area. 

The recording/reproduction (playback) management area is adapted so that U-TOC which is TOC for management 

50 of recording/reproduction (playback) of audio data, etc., is recorded. Moreover, the area except for the U-TOC within the 
recording/reproduction management area is used as calibration area for can-ying out trial writing in order to adjust laser 
power of the optical pick-up. Recording position of U-TOC within the recording/reproduction management area is indi- 
cated by the P-TOC. The U-TOCs are recorded continuously by three clusters at a predetermined position within the 
recording/reproduction (playbad^ management area indicated by the P-TOC. 

55 The recordable user area is of a structure in which audio data track where audio data is recorded, a free area 
caused to undergo management as recordable area where audio data or picture data can be recorded (unrecorded 
area), data track where the above-described picture data of respective resolutions are recorded, and the free area are 
arranged (allocated) in order respectively from the disc inner circumference side to the disc outer circumference side. 
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At the audio data track, audio data indicated as "Mr. "1^12". "MS" in FIG. 9(a). for example, are recorded. In addi- 
tion, at the data track, data file including picture data indicated as TL1 ". TL2" and TL3" in FIG. 9{a) and "data U-TDC" 
for carrying out management of the respective data files are recorded. 

It is sufficient that the data U-7DC may be at any position within the recordable area In this still picture system the 
data U-TOC is recorded Immediately before data file FL1 which is data file serving as the disc innermost circumferential 
side of respective data files of the picture data. 

Further, as shown in FIG. 9(b) the U-TOC recorded in the recording/reproduction management area carries out 
management of respective audio data "Mr, "M2". "M3" and start addresses and end addresses of respective free 
areas, and cames out management, collectively as single data tracK of respective data files FL1. FL2 FL3 includina 
the picture data. 

Respective data files FL1. FL2. FL3 within the data track and unrecorded (not yet recorded) block "EB" within the 
data track are caused to undergo management, in cluster units, by data U-TOC recorded at tiie preceding portion of the 
data file FL1 as shown in FIG. 9(c). 

It is to be noted that while audio tracks M1. M2, M3 are recorded on the disc in this example, the entirety of the 
recordable user area is used as data track for picture data. 

3-3 [Configuration of data track] 

The configuration of the data track where respective data files FL1 . FL2. FL3 including the picture data and data U- 
TOC are recorded wilt now be described with reference to FIG. 10. As described above, management of the data track 
is carried out as parts (frack portion where a series of data physically continuous on the disc are recorded) witfiin the 
U-TOC. Managements of respective data files recorded within the data track are carried out by data U-TOC recorded 
within the data track. 

As shown in FIG. 10(a). the data U-TOC is recorded at the physically leading position of tiie data track. Namely, 
data U-TOC Is recorded at the position closer to the innermost disc inner circumferential side within the data track Iri 
the case where tiie data track is separated into plural parts, data U-TOC is recorded at the leading portion of the parts 
located at the innermost disc inner circumferential side. 

This data U-TOC consists of boot area of one (1) duster and volume management area of sixteen (16) clusters as 
shown in FIG. 10(b). Moreover, the area succeeding to the data U-TOC is caused to be file extents area. In this file 
extents area, data files FL1 to FL3 including picture data, etc. are recorded as shown in FIG. 10(a). Moreover, data files 
can be further recorded in the unrecorded or not yet recorded block "EB". 

The volume management area consists of 512 management blocks of 0 to 51 1 as shown in FIG. 10(c). Data area 
in one management block Is 2048 bytes. Furtiier. respective data recorded in the management block are caused to 
serve as management information for recording/reproduction (playback) of the data file. 

Namely, in respective 512 management blocks, block numbers of 0 to 51 1 are attached thereto. Moreover, the man- 
agement block of the block number 0 is used as Volume descriptor VD". In this case, "volume" is unit including all parts 
where general data including picture data are recorded. Furtiier. management block of the block number 1 is used as 
"volume space bitmap VSB". and management blocks of the block numbers 2 and 3 are used as the "management table 
Mr. Management block of the block number 4 and management blocks succeeding thereto are used as "directory 
record block DRB". and "extents record block ERB" in dependency upon use mode (form), etc. of the file extents area. 

Respective management blocks of the management area have size of one logical block (which is the area where 
data are actually recorded witfiin one sector and consists of 2048 bytes. For example, 32 sectors become 32 logical 
blocks.). In the case where data is recorded into tfie management area and is reproduced tiierefrom. this logical block 
(management block) is caused to be minimum unit for recording/reproduction, and is caused to be management unit 
within the management area. 

On the other hand, in the case of recording picture data into the file extents area, allocation block of one logical 
cluster size is caused to be minimum unit for recording/reproduction, and is caused to be management unit within the 
file extents area. 

It is to be noted that "logical block" is 32 sectors in terms of unit actually used as the data recording area witfiin 1 
cluster, and is the same area as the main data area. Moreover, "allocation block" indicates ttie same data unit as ttie 
logical cluster. In tfie case of ttiis example, one logical cluster size is represented as one allocation block Accordingly 
the number of clusters and the number of allocation blocks on the disc are in correspondence witti each otfier. In addi- 
tion, positions of files on tfie disc are all designated by allocation block No. of the allocation block. 

3-4 [Volume descriptor] 

The leading management block in tfie volume management area is used as volume descriptor VD. This volume 
descriptor VD serves to carry out basic management of data track (volume) on tfie disc, and consists, as shown in FIG. 
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1 1 . of header where synchronization pattern and address are recorded and data area of 2048 bytes where various 

management information are recorded. 

At the portion from the second byte to the sixth byte of the data area of the volume descriptor VD, character data 

of TIC_MD" is recorded, e.g., by ASCII code, as identification information (ID) indicating that corresponding sector is 
5 sector of volume descriptor Succeedingly to the identification information, version ID of this system, logical block size, 

logical cluster size and allocation block size are recorded. 

In more practical sense, as "logical block size", byte length indicating actual data area within the sector of the data 

track is recorded. The sector of the data track is 2352 bytes, and 2048 bytes thereof is allocated as the data area. For 

this reason, as the logical block size, "2048" which is the byte length of the logical block is recorded. It is to be noted 
10 that this logical block is caused to serve as minimum recording unit for carrying out recording/reproduction within the 

management area. 

Moreover, as the "logical cluster size", the number of logical blocks of the logical cluster which is the cluster where 
management information and/or data are actually recorded is recorded. One cluster consists of 36 sectors, and 32 sec- 
tors (32 logical blocks) among these sectors are allocated for data recording. For this reason, "32" which is block length 

15 of the logical cluster is recorded as the logical cluster size. 

The number of logical blocks in the allocation block is recorded as the "allocation block size". The allocation block 
indicates the same data unit as the logical cluster, and is the portion in which management information and/or data file 
are actually recorded in the data track. For example, the area of 32 sectors as the logical cluster in the volume manage- 
ment area or the file extents area shown in FIG. 10(b) corresponds to one allocation block. It is to be noted that this 

20 allocation block is caused to be minimum unit for recording/reproduction within the file extents area. 

Subsequently to the allocation block size, "total number of allocation blocks" indicating total number of allocation 
blocks within the volume is recorded. It is to be noted in the case of the so-called hybrid disc where audio data and pic- 
ture data are mixed, total number of allocation blocks including the number of allocation blocks in the pit area is 
recorded as the total number of allocation blocks. 

25 Moreover, the "number of allocation blocks" is recorded subsequently to the total number of allocation blocks. This 
number of allocation blocks indicates total number of recordable allocation blocks, and the number of allocation blocks 
in the recordable area is recorded. In the case where the optical disc 20 is the premastered disc, "0" (zero) is recorded 
as the number of allocation blocks. 

Moreover, "number of unrecorded allocation blocks" which have not yet been recorded is recorded subsequently to 

30 the number of allocation blocks. The number of unrecorded allocation blocks indicates the number of allocation blocks 
which have not yet been recorded of the recordable allocation blocks within the volume. 

Further, "number of recorded allocation blocks" which have been already recorded is recorded subsequently to the 
number of unrecorded allocation blocks. This number of recorded allocation blocks indicates the number of allocation 
blocks which have been already recorded of the recordable allocation blocks within the volume. 

35 Furthermore, "number of defect allocation blocks" is recorded subsequently to the number of recorded allocation 
blocks. This number of defect allocation blocks indicates the number of allocation blocks including defect such as crack 
or flaw, etc. on the disc. 

In addition, "number of directories" indicating number of directories within the volume and "data file" indicating the 
number of data files within the volume are respectively recorded subsequently to the number of defect allocation blocks. 
40 Subsequently to the number of directories and the data file. "ID maximum value" is recorded. This ID maximum 
value indicates maximum value of ID numbers attached in such an order that directories or data files are formed. 

Subsequently to the ID maximum value, "volume attribute" is recorded. This volume attribute indicates attribute of 
data recorded in the volume management area. For example, volume attribute data indicating whether or not volume 
management area is recorded In the minror mode, whether or not corresponding file is invisible file (seaet file), whether 
45 or not the present state is in the write protect state (protection of write), whether or not back-up is required, and the like 
are recorded. 

Subsequently to the volume attribute, "volume management area length" is recorded. This volume management 
area length indicates length of the volume management area, and byte length of the volume management area is 
recorded. 

50 Subsequently to the volume management area length, "volume management area position" is recorded. This vol- 
ume management area position indicates position of the volume management area on the disc, and first allocation 
block No. of the volume management area is recorded. 

Subsequently to the volume management area position, there are recorded other management blocks formed as 
the result of the fact that management block within the volume management area is used. In more practical sense, as 

55 other management blocks, 'Volume space bitmap position" indicating position of the first allocation block of volume 
space bitmap VSB, "number of volume space bitmaps" indicating the number of allocation blocks of the volume space 
bitmap VSB. '1irst management table position" indicating position of the first allocation block of the management table 
MT. and "number of management tables" indicating the number of allocation blocks of the management table MT are 
recorded. Moreover, lirst extent record block position" indicating position of the first allocation block of the extent record 
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Wo* ERB. -number of extent record blocks" indicating the number of allocation Wocte of the extent record block ERB 
-first directory record block position" indicating position of the first allocation block of the directory record block DRb' 
and number of directory record blocks" indicating the number of allocation blocks of the directory record block are 

asthe"^"iSe^^?S^^^ 

^ Subsequently to the respective management blocks, "root directory length" indicating byte length of directory and 
number of root directones" indicating the number of subdirectories within the directory are respectively recorded Sub- 
sequ^rtly thereto various ID and character set codes, etc. arerecorded. As the various ID and the character set codes 
e^g.. boot sjretem D. volume ID. publisher ID, data prepare ID. application ID and character set codes of the respective 
ID are recorded. In addition to the above, volume formation date, volume updating date, expiring date, and effective 
oate, etc. are recorded. 

ECC^"rT'p'n!rir? ^^^^T °^ ^^^^ °* * °* 276 bytes are provided. In the 

ECC area. P panty of 172 bytes and Q parity of 104 bytes based on the so-called cross interleaving system are 

recoroeci. 

In this example, the data area is an area of 2048 bytes, and the area of 1 024 to 2047 bytes of the data area of 2048 
bytes IS used as system extension area for system extension. 

3-5 [Volume space bitmap] 

Management block of the block No. 1 in the volume management area is used as volume space bitmap VSB TTiis 
volume space bitmap VSB indicates recording state of the file extents area in all allocation block units of the data track 

-me volume space bitmap VSB consists, as shown in FIG. 12, of header in which synchronization pattern (Sync) 
and address are recorded, data area of 2048 bytes, and ECC area of 276 bytes in total of P parity of 172 bytes ari Q 
parity of 104 bytes. <- ' / 

Allocation blocks and types of respective allocation blocks are recorded in the data area 

In more practical manner, as shown in FIG. 13(a), allocation block numbers (ALO. AL1. AL2 • • •) are respectively 
attached in order of number 0. number 1 , number 2 • • • to the respective allocation blocks of the data track The sev- 
entti and sixth bits of the 0-th byte which is the first byte of the data area of the volume space bitmap VSB are allocated 
to the allocation blodk ALX) of No. 0. Moreover. 2 bits are respectively allocated every respective allocation blocks in 
such a manner that the fifth bit and the fourth bit of the 0-th byte are respectively allocated to allocation block AL1 the 
third bit and the second bit are allocated to the allocation block AL5 of the number 2, the first bit and the 0-th bit are 
allocated to the allocation block AL3 of the number 3. and the seventh bit and the sixth bit of the first byte are allocated 
to the allocation block AL4 of the number 4. / « 

The information of 2 bits respectively allocated every respective allocation blocks indicate types of respective allo- 
cation blocks, and are as shown in FIG. 13(b) such that "00" is recorded in the case where corresponding allocation 
f 't ""'^""^^ °' ^'«=a«o" blocks. "01 - is recoided in the case where ft is already recorded allo- 

cation blocte. -1 0" is recorded in the case where it is defect allocation blocks, and "1 1 " is recorded in the case where it 
IS undefined or not yet defined allocation blocks. 

It is to be noted that, with respect to the remainder area in the data area. i.e.. area in which corresponding block 
does not exist, "1 1 " is recorded into corresponding bit. k » v 

In addition, the optical disc 20 has data area of 2200 clusters so that information can be recorded in allocation 

A?t^j!T ? *° are recorded by using allocation blocks of ALO up to 

AL2 1 99 thereof. 



3-6 [Management table] 

^'"""^ ^ ^""^ ^® 3 management area are used as the man- 

agement table MT. 

This management table MT indicates use mode (form) of respective management blocks in the volume manage- 
ment area and IS composed, as shown in FIG. 14. of header in which synchronization pattern and address are 
recorded, data area of 2048 bytes, EDC area of four bytes, and ECC area of 276 bytes 

In the data area of 2048 bytes, respective management block 0 entry to the management block 51 1 entry to which 
4 bytes are respectively allocated are recorded. Thus, use contents of 512 management blocks of the volume manage- 
ment area are respectively indicated and are caused to undergo management. 

The data content of respective entries having 4 bytes (0 entiy to 51 1 entry) is as shown in FIG 1 5 
. c, *® management block (management block 0 entry) is used as the volume descriptor as shown in FIG 

1 5(a). and the 0-th byte to tiie second byte are reserved. Furtiier. as entry type for indicating that the management block 
0 entry is volume descriptor, e.g., "80h" is recorded at the thiid byte. 
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Moreover, the second management block (management block 1 entry) is used as the volume space bitmap as 
shown in FIG. 1 5(b). The number of unrecorded allocation blocks is recorded in the area of the 0-th byte to the first byte, 
and the second byte is reserved. In addition, as entry type for indicating that the management block 1 entry is volume 
space bitmap, e.g., "90h" Is recorded at the third byte. 
5 In the management block used as the management table, as shown in FIG. 1 5(c). position of the next management 
table is recorded in the area of 0-th byte to the first byte, and the number of unused or not yet used management blocks 
is recorded at the second byte. Further, as entry type for indicating that corresponding management block is manage- 
ment table, e.g., "AOh" is recorded at the third byte. 

In the management block used as extents record blocK as shown in FIG. 15(d). position of the next extent record 
10 block is recorded in the area from the 0-th byte to the first byte, and the number of unused or not yet used extent record 
blocks is recorded at the second byte. In addition, as entry type for indicating that corresponding management block is 
extent record blocK e.g.. "BOh" is recorded at the third byte. 

As the directory record block, there exist "single directory record block" connpleted by directory record unit recorded 
by one management block and used by itself, and "plural directory record blocks" used in the state where there are 
15 recorded plural directory record blocks which are plural management blocks obtained by dividing directory record units 
constituting a single directory 

In the case where the management block is used as single directory record block, in the corresponding manage- 
ment block, as shown in FIG. 15(e), directory ID is recorded in the area of 0-th to 29-th bits. Moreover, e.g., "OOh" is 
recorded in the last 2 bits (in the area of the 30-th bit to the 31 -th bit) as entry type for indicating that corresponding 
20 management block is single directory record block. 

Moreover, in the case of plural directory record blocks, infornfiation as shown in FIGS. 1 5(f) to 1 5(h) are respectively 
recorded in respective management blocks. 

Namely, in the case where corresponding management block is 'first directory recad block (first directory record 
block)" of the plural directory record blocks, as shown in FIG. 15(f), position of the next directory record block is 
25 recorded in the area of the O-th byte to the first byte, and higher order byte of directory ID is recorded at the second byte. 
In addition, as entry type for indicating that coresponding management block is the first directory record block, "DOh" 
is recorded at the third byte. 

In the case where corresponding management block is the "last directory record block" of the plural directory record 
blocks, as shown in FIG. 15(h). lower order byte of directory ID is recorded in the area of the 0-th byte to the second, 
30 byte. In addition, as entry type for indicating that corresponding management block is the last directory record block. 
"FOh" is recorded at the third byte. 

In the case where corresponding management block is intermediate directory record blocks (directory record block 
except tor the first and last directory record blocks) of plural directory record blocks, as shown in FIG. 15(g). position of 
the next directory record block is recorded in the area from the 0-th byte to the first bytes, and the second byte is 
35 reserved. In addition, as entry type for indicating that corresponding management block is the intermediate directory 
record block, "EOh" is recorded at the third byte. 

3-7 [Directory record block] 

40 Management block of the block No. 3 and management blocks succeeding (subsequent) thereto in the volume 
management area are used as "directory record block DRB". In the directory record block DRB, one or plural directory 
record units are recorded. 

As the directory record unit, there are "directory record unit for directory" for constituting directory and "directory 
record unit for file" for designating, in correspondence with certain data file, the position thereof. In the directory record 
45 block, in accordance with file and subdirectory formed within the directory, directory record unit for file and directory 
record unit for directory are recorded in the mixed state. 

The directory record block DRB in which directory record unit for directory constituting directory is composed, as 
shown in FIG. 16, of header in which synchronization pattern and address are recorded, data area of 2048 bytes, EDC 
area of 4 bytes, and ECC area of 276 bytes. 
50 Into one directory record unit, directory record length indicating byte length of corresponding directory record unit 
is first recorded. The data length of one directory record unit is caused to be variable length. 

Subsequently to the directory record length, attribute of directory is recorded. In more practical sense, as this 
attribute of directory, information indicating various attributes, such as, for example, whether or not corresponding direc- 
tory record unit is directory record unit for directory and/or whether directory included in corresponding directory record 
55 unit is invisible directory or system directory, etc. are recorded. Thus, whether or not position of data file is indicated by 
using extents record block which will be described later is indicated. 

Subsequently to the attribute of directory character set code (CSC) indicating kind of character of short name ID 
and the short name ID are recorded. The short name ID is recorded by ASCII code of 1 1 bytes. Directory name of 1 1 
characters or less can be recorded there into. 



15 



EP0730368A1 

inn rtt'^'nTIII! h"^ Short name ID. directory formation date and directory updating date are recorded and uDdat- 

cf' [f°'' T'^ '^"""^ •^^''"9 Farther, directory ID No. and drecZ Si 

are recorded. Subsequently thereto. "Index to DRB" and "No. of DRB" are recorded a'^ciory length 

The index to DRB indicates position within the volume management area in the first directory record block DRB m 

rg^L^re^^foifr^^ 

nun^er of^n^natmS bTo^ ''"^"^ '"^'^ """^ '^'^'^'^ ''^^^ ^ ^^^^^ ^ ^he 

SubsequenMy to ttie number of DRB. "long name ID" is recorded. This long name ID is variable length and its data 
ength « recorded It .s to be noted that while there are instances long name ID is not recorded "OoJ^'reSrte^t 

padding fo^friling exce^ byte. Byte subsequent to the long name ID is uf lized as system extension area 

providS:r;;?a"^2^^^^^^ 

pos^as Sn^nT'i^'lo? "^t ""'T' '"^ corresponding to a certain data file is com- 

recol52' °' °' ^'^"""'^ '^"^ corresponding to data files can be 

Into one directory record unit, similarly to the directory record unit in FIG. 16. directory record lenoth is fir^f 
recorded and attribute is subsequently recorded. By this attribute, various attributes, such at for e^™ e 1^^^^^ 
not conesponding directory record unit corresponds to directory, whether or not corresponding drfSs iSe ite 
a^^^or system fie, or whether or not corresponding data file position Is designated by^Sent recSd unrraStrli.- 

Subsequeritly to the attribute, similarly to the directory record unit shown in FIG. 16 character set code fCSCl 
Short name ID for recording file name, directory formation (preparation) date, directory updat^ S arSs^iS 
.ng date are recorded. As the short name ID. data file name is recorded by ASCII code o7l 1 <J arlSeTor^S ^ 
assc^S:^!;;;^^^^^^^^ -ocatlon. No^^iS., and 

Nn ^? '"u *^*^ °* '^'^^ area by allocation block No Moreover 

No. J Wocks indicates the number of allocation blocks used from the start position designated by ext^ start loSi 
Subsequently to the associate data length, "index to ERB" and "No. of ERB" are recorded 
This index to ERB indicates position within volume management area of extents record block including data for indi- 

m^n^J ^' ? '[^"^*^ tfie number of extents record blocks for indicating the data files recorded in distributed 
manner i.e.. dispersely recorded data file, and is recorded by the number of management blocks 

fh*. r««^!^^fr^ ? '° '«"9'*^ is recorded by the data length thereof In 

he case where no long name ID is recorded. "OOh" ID is recorded as the long name ID. In the case vSlona Tame 
ID IS even bytes. "OOh" is recorded as padding in order to fill excess or remairxJer bytes ^ 
Additionally, bytes subsequent to the long name ID are utilized as system extension area 

unit, ™?h2'nr'?J"l^T'^™''"^ *° «s stated above, and such plural directory record 

units may be provided within the data area of 2048 bytes. 

rr^^lUJi^^f"^ ''T ^'^ P'*^"'® »*o ki"ds of cases as described below The 

method of designating position of data file changes in dependency upon respective cases 

The first case is the case where continuous space areas corresponding to data of picture files to be recorded rj,a 
be ensured on the disc. In this case, picture file is recorded into ph^cally Ltinuous arera^o^e «le In^^e pr?c 

*cal sense, iri this case, picturefile is recorded so that onepicturefile is constituted byaltocSi^S 

one pictore files are continuous. Ordinarily, position of data file is indicated by allocation block No^rTe? in ZsSv 

The second case rs the case where continuous space areas corresponding to data of picture files to be r^rded 
rt"he dtcTn m^ °" ""I'T P"'"^ ^ ^stributed mannV^tl^^Srl diStS 

Wnl T^- ^"^'^^ ^"^^ P"**'® ^ " 's "'"stit^ed by plural separate aSton 
n«^h * '''^ "-anagement area of extents record block which will be descriSTaertSao 

ttto ^Id^f^'i r ? 'If °" '^'^ ^^♦^ '"^"^^^ extents reSrd blS ' 

the sl2>^ "° '"^"^ '^^^^ ^ "° 's recorded in 
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3-8 [Extent record block] 

Management block of the block No. 4 and management blocks succeeding (subsequent) thereto within the volume 
management area are used as extent record block ERB. This extent record block ERB is used in the case where one 
5 picture file is recorded into distributed areas designated by separate allocation blocks as in the above-described second 
case. Moreover, data for indicating allocation block positions of the respective distributed areas are recorded in the 
extent record block ERB. 

In the extent record block ERB. 64 extent record units (ER units) at the maximum can be recorded. 
This ER unit consists of ER unit for index of 32 bytes and ER unit for descriptor of 32 bytes. 
10 The ER unit for index is recorded as the leading unit of plural ER units within the extent record block ERB, and thus 
serves to carry out management of use state (situation) of the second ER unit and ER units succeeding thereto. The 
second ER unit and ER units succeeding thereto are used as ER unit for descriptor, and recording positions of respec- 
tive distributed areas are indicated by allocation block number by data included within these units. 

Namely, the extent record block ERB consists, as shown In FIG. 18. of header in which synchronization pattern and 
15 address are recorded, data area of 2048 bytes, EDC area of 4 bytes, and ECC area of 276 bytes. 

In the data area of 2048 bytes. 64 extent record units can be recorded. In this example, one extent record unit is 
constituted by the 32 bytes. 

FIG. 18 shows the example where extent record unit of the first 32 bytes of the data area is used as extent record 
unit for index, 

20 In the extent record unit for index, index ID is first recorded. In this case, as the index ID, "FFFF" indicating that cor- 
responding extent record unit is used as extent record unit for index is recorded. 

Subsequently to the index ID, maximum depth is recorded. Tree structure of extent record is formed by the extent 
record unit for index, and the maximum depth indicates subtree hierarchy designated by the extent record unit. For 
example, in the case where the extent record unit Including extent desaiptor is designated by extent record unit for 
25 index (in the case of the lowest layer (level)), "OOOOh** is recorded as the maximum depth. Subsequently thereto, logical 
offsets and ER indices can be recorded by seven at the maximum. 

The ER index represents which one of 64 ER units recorded within the extent record block corresponds to data indi- 
cating distributed area. Moreover, any one of ER unit numbers of 0 to 63 is recorded in the ER index. Further. In the 
logical offset, data indicating that ER unit indicated by the ER index corresponds to which ER unit of ER units for con- 
30 stituting data file is recorded. 

In the example of FIG. 18. the second ER unit and ER units succeeding (subsequent) thereto are used as ER unit 
for descriptor. 

In the ER unit for descriptor, eight extent start locations at the maximum and the number of allocation blocks are 
recorded. 

35 As the extent start location, allocation block No. indicating recording position of one distributed area is recorded. 
Moreover, as the allocation block No. , data Indicating the number of allocation blocks constituting corresponding distrib- 
uted area is recorded. For this reason, one distributed area is designated by one extent start location and one allocation 
block number. Accordingly, eight extent start locations and the number of allocation blocks can be recorded in one DR 
unit for descriptor. For this reason, eight distributed areas at the maximum can be designated by one DR unit for 

40 descriptor. 

Moreover, in the case where eight distributed areas or more are designated, it is sufficient that the third ER unit is 
newly used as ER unit for descriptor to link ER unit for descriptor succeeding (subsequent) to the ER unit for descriptor 
recorded in the second ER unit and ER unit for descriptor newly recorded in the third ER unit by using the ER unit for 
Index. 

45 Explanation will now be given In connection with the case where positions of picture files recorded in plural distrib- 
uted areas are designated by extent record block ERB in this way 

Initially, position within the management block area of extent record block ERB is designated by Index to ERB 
recorded within DR unit for file In directory record block DRB. Subsequently, data of "FFFF" indicating that correspond- 
ing extent record unit is used as extent record unit for index is recorded at the leading portion of the first ER unit of ERB. 

50 For this reason, by reproducing this data, the first ER unit can be judged as ER unit for Index. 

Further. In order to retrieve the first ER unit constituting the data file, an approach is employed to retrieve data of 
logical offset expressed as "0000" to retrieve data of ER index corresponding to data of the logical offset of "0000". As 
described above, eight distributed areas are respectively designated by eight extent start locations and the number of 
allocation blocks recorded in the ER unit for descriptor indicated by the data of the ER Index. For this reason, positions 

55 of respective picture files distributed on the disc can be detected by data within the management area. Accordingly., 
there is no necessity of retrieving the disc in reading out picture file. Thus, high speed reproduction (playback) can be 
carried out. 
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4 [Description of file and the hierarchical structure of file] 

As the file used in this still picture (playback) system, there are management file, picture file, and index picture file, 
o.!!"^*™*"^ Operator) of file name of the management fUe Is "PMP When it is detected that thk 

Moreover, expanders of file names of respective picture files are TMP" When it k riptortoH *hot h,-. ^ 

niv^.^ll*'® "!!.""**'^*® P'**'® '^^'^ «f « -PSNnnnnn. PMP file" having picture data of 640 oixefe x 4«o 

P.xels Of aspect rat,o of 4:3 and "PSWnnnnn. PMP file" having picture data of 848 pixels x 480 pixels ol^S ratiJ^ 

Astfie high resolution picture file, there are "PHPnnnnn. PMP file" having picture data of 1 536 pixels x 1024 nivpic 

IS PUPnnnnn. PMP file" having picture data of 3072 pixels x 2048 pixels of aspect ratio of 3 2 

th» IZl^ i™**] *° °* P'*'^« «'e in which the expander is caused to be TMP" 

There are pranded, vwhin Kie UireOory Dl. oveiall Irtamalon management f>ef1(0VINFPMRt,r<»»™™« 
as d«eaon, minters m orte, of bnMon ol „epeai» pieto dl,eaote. TIhk, STaSTv 

Sttoif fpMSEO^t r ^ out management of recording date, etc. of picture, and reproduction (playback) S 
directory (PMSEQ) for carrying out management of a program reproduction such that only designate^picturtK^J 

In the picture directory D2 (PICOOOOO), picture data management file f3 (PIC INF PMF) for carrvino out manaop 
ment of plural picture files designated by directory No. of "00000". and picture in^ex file M SjnM»rwhlh 
T,^:;^-: corresponding picture directory D2 are collected are record^M^i^v UnTpidure ^ 
D2. ^ermediate resolution picture file f5 (PSNOOOOO. PMP) and high resolution picture file f6 (PHPOOOOO S?m 

fi^S'r?^^^^ \T°" r ^'^^^ ""-^^^ -rdTFle,fnt«e e^^s^l 

iuiionpi(;rureTHeT/(h'bN00001. PMP) and super high resoutionoicture file f9 PMP\wr«^^ *u ^ 

I'j—s^'sr I'r^v ™^SS'e,s?si"s: 

He fw (PSW10002. PMP) brmed on the basis ol piaure data designated 1* •WI002- olniaure raimCer aMM™ii? 
rrrS^""" ™'">*'"««"th»'-«-piedat,deCt7rxojS'S7»a 

™nigirr,pirSp'SS'ti;:isr.VoS?i^^^^^ 

tv«) index files are used formally in the state where they are linked with each other 
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and plural reproduction control data files (PMSOOO. PMO to PMS nnn. PMO) for controlling the picture sequence are 
recorded. 

As has been explained with reference to the FIG. 10(c) mentioned above, block numbers of 0 to 511 are attached 
to the management blocks, and volume desaiptor VD, volume space bitmap VSB. management table MI, management 
5 table MX directory record block DRB. directory record block DRB, extents record block ERB, directory record block 
DRB, extents record block ERB • • * are allocated in order from the block No. 0. 

The directory record block DRB for indicating directory Dl (PIC_MD) is adapted so that it can be disaiminated by 
data of the volume desaiptor VD that this block is the fourth block of the management block. 

Namely, in FIG. 20. in the directory record block DRB recorded in the fourth block of the management block, two 
10 DR units for file for indicating recording positions of the overall information management file f 1 and the overall Index file 
f2 shown in FIG. 19 mentioned above are provided succeedingly (subsequently) to the header. 

The DR unit for file recorded in the first unit indicates allocation block position of the overall information manage- 
ment file f 1 by the allocation block No. recorded as Extent Start Location. Moreover, the DR unit for file recorded in the 
second unit indicates allocation block position of the overall index file f2 by the allocation block No. recorded as Extent 
15 Start Location. 

It is to be noted that since the overall information management file f 1 and the overall index file f2 are recorded in 
allocation blocks continuous on the optical disc 20, they are not recorded in Index to ERB. 

In the third and fourth units which are units succeeding to the two DR unit for file, two DR units for directory for 
respectively indicating picture directory D2 of the directory No. of "00000" and picture directory D3 of the directory No. 
20 of "00001 " are provided. 

In more practical sense, in this DR unit for directory, relative position within the management block of DRB corre- 
sponding to picture directory D2 is indicated by management block numbers of 0 to 51 1 recorded as "Index to DRB". In 
this example, in data of Index to DRB within the DR unit for directory of the third unit, "005" is recorded as data indicating 
block position within the management block of index to DRB of the picture directory D2. Similarly, in data of Index to 
25 DRB of DR unit for directory of the fourth unit, "007" is recorded as data indicating block position within the management 
block of index to DRB of the picture directory D3. 

As described above, block position of index to DRB of the fifth block of the management block is designated by DR 
unit for directory which is the third unit in index to DRB of the fourth block of the management block. 

The index to DRB of the fifth block is block in which data relating to picture directory D2 is recorded, and eight DR 
30 units for file are provided succeedingly (subsequently) to the header. In seven DR units for file of in the first to seventh 
units, data for indicating recording positions of picture data management file f3, picture index file f4. intermediate reso- 
lution picture data file f5, high resolution picture data file f6, intermediate resolution picture data file f7, super high res- 
olution picture data file f9, and intermediate resolution picture data file flO are recorded. Similarly to the above- 
described DR unit for file, in respective DR units for file, recording positions of the picture data management file f3, the 
35 picture index file f4, the intermediate resolution picture data file f5, the high resolution picture data file f6 and the inter- 
mediate resolution picture data file f7 are respectively indicated by allocation block numbers recorded as Extent Start 
Location. 

In the DR unit for file provided at the seventh unit, data for indicating recording position of the super high resolution 
picture data file f9 is recorded. This super high resolution picture data file is recorded into continuous areas by data 

40 length, e.g., 1 8 clusters. In the case where corrtinuous space areas corresponding to 1 8 clusters do not exist on the opti- 
cal disc 20, this super high resolution picture file is recorded in the state distributed into allocation blocks which are not 
continuous. In the case where one file is recorded in the distributed state in this way. an approach is adopted such that, 
with respect to data of extent start location of DR unit for file, extent record block ERB is provided between directory 
record block DRB and picture file f9 to be designated without directly designating respective distributed areas of the file 

45 thus to designate positions of respective distributed areas of picture file by data of the extent record block ERB. 

As has been explained with reference to the FIG. 18 mentioned above, in the extent record block ERB, four extent 
record units (ER units) are provided succeedingly (subsequently) to the header. In this example, 64 ER units can be 
provided at the maximum. 

The first ER unit is used as ER unit for index and the second and third ER units are used as ER unit for descriptor. 
50 In the ER unit for index, index data relating to the second ER unit and ER units succeeding thereto are recorded. More- 
over, in the ER unit for index, data of ER index and logical offset are recorded by the number of ER units used. 

ER index is data indicating which any one of 64 ER units exists, and is indicated by any one of ER unit Nos. of 0 to 

63. 

Moreover, the logical offset is data indicating that ER unit indicated by ER index is data indicating which any of ER 
55 units that constitute one file. 

In the ER unit for descriptor, eight Extent Start positions and eight numbers of Extent blocks can be recorded. 
The extent start position is data for indicating start position of the distributed area, and is represented by allocation 
block No. Moreover, the number of Extent blocks is data for indicating data length of the distributed area, and is repre- 
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of data of Extent start posrtion and the number of Extent blocks by one ER unit for deswiptor 

Namely, in the case of this example, as shown In FIG 21 data of "ffpp- co u ■ 

uted areas on the d.sc. Tlius, high speed reproduction (play back) can be made ^" 

desilh Jrc?rnrr°I'*^J^^ ^f" ^^^^''^^ ^ Pi^ure file Is not limited to the time of recording of the above- 

deso-ibed super high resolution picture file, but may be carried out also in the case where the unreSrefed ar«7n Z 

mined number of clusters corresponding to picture files of respective resolutions cannot be en^ed. 
5 [Configuration of file] 

header. The data body starts from. e.g.. address of multiple of 4. With respect to data of ? hvtoc nr^r^l ^l, 
gh^ento higher order byte. Moreoverthe data s^eiscauL to be muH^Zu^^^^ 

have been caused to fixed length encoding (including dummy data of OOh added when theSSe-^Std ?<i!J^ 
benoted that there may be employed a configuration in which space area is provided between the header and the data 

5-1 [Configuration of the header] 

configuration in which space data exists between the table and the next table employed a 

rtic. 'in^w m^kI'^T"^^' °' *^^'™» 'able (lOh). name table (1 1h) comment table f 12h) 

Sh J^^ ■ P:'=*';^Pf'^'"«te''^« (SOf^). recording information table 21h). color maiageZt X^Se Se 
(22h). and option table (90h). etc. (symbol wHhin the parenthesis represents ID of each ^^^^^^^^'^"^^'^^ 

5-2 [Format table] 

The format table consists, as shown in FIG. 22. of table ID (l bvte) next tablP nnintcr m hwin» *,r»,». • « 
b^^) ^e form (1 byte), file form version (1 byte), the number of Ll tSsrbiS sS^ etrilKr^^^^^ 
^tartaddress(4bytes).datasize(4by.es).andspacearea(rese.^ 

h« '!^'^^' ■!! "*''!,*°""" '^'"^"^ ^ ^ above<lescribed overall information management file is recorded 

by OOh Jhe picture data management file is recorded by "Oth". the print data management file is Zo^^bT^^ 
the reproduction control management file is recoided by "05h". the ^cture data f ile reSl^^ rClhe^J^^^^^^ 
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index file is recorded by "1 1 h". and the picture index file is recorded by "1 2h" Moreover, the print data file is recorded by 
*'30h", Telop data file is recorded by "SSh", the key word retrieval data file is recorded by "^ah", the time stamp retrieval 
data file is recorded by "34h", and the reproduction control data file is recorded by "35h". 

5 5-3 [Picture parameter table] 

This picture parameter table Is recorded into the headers of respective picture files for recording high resolution pic- 
ture data and intermediate resolution picture file data, and the picture processing information relating to the original pic- 
ture data which provide basis of the high resolution picture data and the intermediate resolution picture data are 
10 recorded as parameter 

In this still picture system, high resolution picture data and intermediate resolution picture data are formed on the 
basis of original picture data taken in from scanner, etc.. and are recorded as high resolution picture file and intermedi- 
ate resolution picture file. However, since the original picture itself is not recorded on the disc by any means, there is no 
possibility that the original picture data is left. However, it is possible to grasp, on the basis of data of the picture param- 

15 eter table recorded in the header of this picture file, how in what state the original picture which provides basis of the 
high resolution picture data is recorded, and how it is processed so that high resolution picture data and intermediate 
resolution picture data are formed. Accordingly, in order to allow information relating to the original picture data to be 
left, data of these picture parameter tables are recorded into the header of the picture file along with the picture data, 
and are not caused to undergo rewrite operation. 

20 In the picture parameter table, as shown in FIG. 23. table ID of 1 byte, next table pointer of 1 byte, picture size (lat- 
eral size) of 2 bytes, picture size (longitudinal size) of 2 bytes, picture component of 1 byte, length and breadth discrim- 
ination of 1 byte, wide ID of 1 byte, compression rate of corresponding picture data of 1 byte, copyright/editorial right of 
1 byte, and input equipment ID information of 1 byte are recorded. In addition, space area (reserved) of 3 bytes and 
information indicating presence or absence of the dummy data of 1 byte, etc. are recorded. 

25 The "Picture size" is information indicating size of the number of pixels of picture. Moreover, the "Picture compo- 
nent" is such that "OOh" is recorded in the case where the ratio between luminance (Y). color difference (Cr) and color 
difference (Cb) is 4:2:0, "01 h" is recorded in the case of "orthogonal" case of 4:2:0, "Oh" is recorded in the case of 4:2:2 
and "20h" is recorded in the case of orthogonal of 4:2:2. It is to be noted that "orthogonal" indicates that Y data and C 
data of the leading portion are in correspondence with each other. 

30 Moreover, the "length and breadth discrimination" is rotation information (in counterclockwise direction) for display- 
ing picture, and is such that "OOh" is recorded in the case of ordinary lateral display "01 h" is recorded in the case of the 
longitudinal display rotated by 90 degrees with respect to the lateral display, "02h" is recorded in the case of lateral dis- 
play rotated by 180 degrees with respect to the lateral display, and "03h" is recorded in the case of longitudinal display 
rotated by 270 degrees with respect to the lateral display Additionally, "FFh" is undefined at present. 

35 These respective information are all reproduced so that they can be displayed. For this reason, user displays this 
picture parameter table on monitor unit 9, thereby making it possible to simply recognize parameters of corresponding 
picture. 

5-4 [Overall information management file] 

40 

The overall information management file is management file for synthetically carrying out management of all data 
files recorded in the directory (PIC_MD), 

The overall information management file consists of header and data body as shown in FIG. 24(a). In the header, 
format table (lOh). name table (1 1h), comment table (12h), disc ID table (14h), and option table (90h) are recorded as 
45 described above. 

In the data body, total number of pictures of 2 bytes, next picture directory No. of 2 bytes, total number of picture 
directories of 2 bytes, information indicating presence or absence of reproduction control directory of 1 byte, the number 
of reproduction control files of 1 byte, the number of print data files of 1 byte, and information indicating presence or 
absence of Telop data file of 1 byte are recorded. In addition, information indicating presence or absence of retrieval 

50 information file of 1 byte, automatic start file No. of 1 byte, last access picture directory No. of 2 bytes, last access pic- 
ture No. of 2 bytes, pass word of 8 bytes, narration language information of 6 bytes, space area (reserved) of 2 bytes, 
and picture directory information unit of 48 bytes are recorded by N (N is the number of picture directories). It is to be 
noted that these respective information are all recorded in binary data form. 

The "Total number of pixels" is information indicating the total number of pixels of picture of ordinary resolution 

55 (intermediate resolution picture data) of aspect ratio of 3:4. "Next picture directory No." is information in which 1 is 
added to the last No. of the picture directory, and "Total number of picture directories" is information indicating the 
number (N) of picture directories. In addition, "presence or absence of the number of files of telop data is such that "OOh" 
is recorded in the case where no telop data exists and "01 h" is recorded in the case where telop data exists. 
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As described above, picture directory information unit consisting of 48 bytes is recorded in a manner caused to be 
m correspondence with index picture recorded in the overall index file. In this overall indexfile. respective one index pic- 
ures fliat user has selected of index pictures included in respective picture directories are recorded in order of the pic- 
ture directones. Accordingly, since respective one index pictures are taken out from the picture directories index 
pictures having the same number (N) as that of the picture directories are recorded. 

Moreover, one picture directory information unit corresponds to one index picture recorded in the overall index file 
and picture directory information unit corresponding to index picture recorded in the m-th overall index file is recorded 
as the m-th unit. Namely, these picture directory information units are recorded in the same order as the recording order 
of the index picture of the overall index file and by the same number as above. 

Respective picture directory information units consist, as shown in FIG. 24(b). of directory No. of 2 bytes index pic- 
J ,n 2 !■ l °* ^"^'^ '^''^"^ °* 2 bytes, index picture individual information of 1 byte char- 

acter ID code of 1 byte, directory name of 36 bytes, and space area of 4 bytes. While information are all recoided in 
binary data form except for the "directory name", the "directory name" is recorded by ASCII code (A) 

It IS to be noted that the "directory name" is recorded by codes except for ASCII code, such as. for example ISO 
code or J IS code, eto., its data form becomes "C". ' 

In thedirectory No., directory No. for indicating picture directory including picture file corresponding to index picture 

fJ^^ r: '.^ ^"^u - P'*^"'® '"^^"^ °' '"e corresponding to index pirture is 

ecorded Accordingly, when the m-tti index picture of ttie overall index file is designated by user, reference is first made 
to Hie m-th pictore directory information unit from the leading picture directory information. Subsequentiy. what picture 
directory include designated picture index is retrieved by data of directory No. recorded in the picture directory infor- 
mation unit to which reference has been made. In addition, in the index picture individual information, rotation informa- 
tion etc. in displaying index picture on the monitor is recorded. In displaying the index picture, display is carried out on 
the basis of such information. 

5-5 [Picture data management file] 

Respective one picture data management files are necessarily provided in the picture directories, and data for car- 
rying out management of respective pictures stored in ttie directory is recorded 

tohi J?fr£f M^^nfuT"* ""^'^^ °* ^""^ «^ s^'"*" F'Q' 25(a). In ttie header, format 

table (10h), name table (11h). comment table (12h). disc ID table (14h) and option table (90h) are recoiled as 
a escribed above. 

Moreover^ in the data body, link ID of 1 byte, space area (resen/ed) of 3 bytes, next picture No. of 2 bytes No of 
pictures of 2 bytes, space area (reserved) of 2 bytes. No. of picture index files of 1 byte, next picture index file No of 1 
byte, indexfile information of 4 x 256 bytes, and picture information unte of 16 bytes are recorded by N (ttie number of 
pictures). It IS to be noted that these respective information are recorded in binary data form 

The "No. of pictures" is infonnation indicating total number of pictures (N) in the picture directory. Moreover "index 
lie information are arranged (allocated) in accordance with display order, and. e.g., 256 entries are prepared irrespec- 
tive of the number of actually existing index files. K ^ canev. 

Further, the picture infomiation unit of 16 bytes is recorded in a manner caused to be in correspondence with index 
picture re«)«led in picture index file which will be described later. In ttie picture index file, index pictures for indicating 
all P'cture files included m the picture directory are recorded in order of display For this reason. N number of index pic 

illdSJe ^""^ """^ ^ °' ^'"^"'^ '^'^'^ '^"^^ picture 

Moreover, one picture information unit corresponds to one index picture recorded in the picfejre index file and pic- 
ture information unit corresponding to the m-th index picture recorded in this pirture index file is recorded as ttie m-th 
unrt. Namely, these picture information units are recorded in the same oider as Bie recording order the index pictures 
of picture index files and by the same number as above. h =o 

In the "picture information unit", as shown in FIG. 25(b), directory Na of 2 bytes, pichjre No. of 2 bytes, picture kind 
|rformation o^ 1 1jyte picttjre individual infomiation of 1 byte. No. of links of 1 byte, natation information of 1 byte, key 
word retrieval data No. of 2 bytes, time stamp retrieval data Na of 2 bytes, Telop No. of 2 bytes and space area 
Reserved) of 2 bytes are recorded. It is to be noted ttiat these information are respectively recorded in the binary data 

i« rIolH!^''f?K ^ '^''T'^^ i"*<^«"9 P'<*"fe directory including picture file corresponding to index picture 
the picture No., picture No. for indicating number of pichirefile corresponding to the index pictore is 
recorded. Thus, when ttie m-th index picture of tiie picture index file is designated by user, reference is first made to ttie 
m-tti picture information unit from ttie leading portion. Namely, which picture directory includes the designated picture 
jTKlex IS retrieved by data of ttie directory No. recorded in the picture information unit to which reference has been made 
THen, wrtiich picture file of ttiat picture directory is retrieved by pirture No. 
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In addition, data indicating picture kind such as "PSN" representing intermediate resolution picture file and "PHP" 
representing high resolution picture file, etc. are recorded in the picture kind information. In designating the high reso- 
lution picture file and the intermediate resolution picture file by the index picture, file name (leading three characters) Is 
designated on the basis of the picture kind information. 

5 

5-6 [Print data management file] 

The print data management file consists of header and data body as shown in FIG. 26(a). Format table (1 Oh), name 
table (1 1h), comment table (12h), and option table (90h) are recorded in the header. 
10 Next print data file No. of 1 byte, total No. of print data files of 1 byte, space area (reserved) of 2 bytes, and print 
data file management information unit of 4 x N (number of pictures) bytes are recorded in the data body 

As the "next print data file No.", value obtained by adding 1 to No. of the last print data file is recorded. As the "total 
No. of print data files", total number of the print data files is recorded. As the "print data file management information 
unit", the number of print data files is recorded. 
15 In the "print data file management information unit", as shown in FIG. 26(b), print data file No. of 1 byte, print exe- 
cution ID of 1 byte, and space area (reserved) of 2 bytes are recorded. 

The print data file No. is information indicating number of print data file. As shown in FIG. 1 9, numbers correspond- 
ing to three characters "000" subsequent to PRT of print data file PRTOOO. PMO are recorded. In addition, as the "print 
execution ID". "01 h" is recorded In the case where no print is carried out by print data file designated by corresponding 
20 print data file number, and "OOh" is recorded in the case where print is carried out by print data file designated by cor- 
responding print data file. 

5-7 [Picture data file] 

25 The picture data file consists of header and data body as shown in FIG. 27. Format table, picture parameter table, 
divisional management table, name table, comment table, copyright information table, recording date table, color man- 
agement information table, appearance information table, camera information table, scanner information table, labora- 
tory information table, and option table are recorded in the header. It is to be noted that the "format table" and the 
"picture parameter tat)le" are essential (inevitable) recording matter in the case of constituting the system, and other 

30 tables are optional matter. 

Data recorded in these respective tables are picture processing information, etc. indicating condition in processing 
original picture data to form high resolution picture data or intermediate resolution picture data. Thus, there is no pos- 
sibility that data recorded in these tables are rewritten at the time of ordinary recording/reproduction. 

Additionally, the data body is adapted so that high resolution picture data or intermediate resolution picture data 

35 which has been caused to undergo fixed length encoding is recorded thereinto. 

5-8 [Overall index file] 

Respective one index pictures that user has selected of plural index pictures Included in respective directories are 
40 recorded into the overall index file In the order displayed on the monitor. Accordingly the same number of index pictures 
as that of respective picture directories are recorded in the overall index file. 

The overall index file is set of index picture data (low resolution picture data), and no header is provided in the file 
itself. The number of index pictures is recorded as the "total number of directories" by the above-described overall infor- 
mation management file. In addition, respective indices are arranged (allocated) in the same order as the order of the 
45 management files. 

In more practical sense, the overall index file consists of only data body of index picture data 0 to N each having 
4096 bytes as shown In FIG. 28(a). The respective index picture data consist of header and data body as shown in FIG. 
28(b). Format table is recorded In the header. It is to be noted that space area is provided succeedingly (subsequently) 
to the format table so that arbitrary information of user can be recorded. Index picture data (low resolution picture data) 
50 which has been caused to undergo fixed length encoding is recorded into the data body It is to be noted that space 
area is provided in the data body succeedingly (subsequently) to the index picture data. 

5-9 [Picture index file] 

55 In the picture index file, index picture for indicating all picture files included In the picture directory is recorded In 
order of display order. Accordingly. N index pictures having the same number as the total number of pictures In the pic- 
ture directory are recorded in the picture index file. 

Moreover, the picture index file is set of Index picture data (low resolution picture data). This picture index file is of 
a structure as shown in FIG. 29(a) in which It includes no header of the file itself, and instead includes headers every 
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5-10 [Print data file] 
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The print data file cx)reists of header and data body as shown in FIG Fnrm^t tow^ « 
and option table are recorded in the header Moreover toS^mSe^S o^^^^^^ name table, comment table, 

bytes^andpriminforrr^^^^^ 

I'lrr ^"^.^^^ information are respectively recoKled in binary data form 

shape sto is aesignalM. ^^^^^^'^''^'°'"'^'^'''*"'''"'''<^"«"'S«a, 
where A3 size is selected, "lah" is recorded selected. 12h is recorded. In the case 



24 



EP0 730 368 A1 



The print control data of the "multi ID" is data indicating whether or not there is a print designation of the so-called 
multi-screen to divide a picture on screen into plural portions to respectively display the same pictures. In the case 
where print of the multi-screen is not carried out, "OOh" is recorded on the basis of the judgment that "multi processing 
is not carried out". In the case where print of the multi-screen is carried out, "01 h" is recorded on the basis of the judg- 

5 ment that "multi processing is carried out". 

The print control data of the "multi mode" is data for designating the number of divisions of one picture on screen 
in the case where print of the multi screen is carried out. In the case where one picture on screen is divided into two 
portions (halved), "OOh" is recorded. In the case where one picture is divided into four portions (quartered). "01 h" is 
recorded. In the case where one picture on screen is divided into six portions, "02h" is recorded. In the case where one 

10 picture on screen is divided into eight portions, "03h" is recorded. In the case where one picture on screen is divided 
into sixteen portions, "04h" is recorded. 

The print control data of the "caption ID" is data for designating whether or not, e.g., characters such as caption 
(title) or recording date, etc. attached to corresponding picture are also subjected to print together at the lower (or 
upper) portion of the picture subjected to print. The characters such as title and recording date, etc. are recorded by the 

15 ASCII code of 244 bytes as described above, and can be recorded by 244 (characters) (122 (characters) if Kanji is 
used). Further, in the case where print of picture is carried out along with the caption and recording date, etc., "Olh" is 
recorded as the caption ID. In the case where print of picture is not carried out along with the caption and recording 
date, etc., "OOh" is recorded. 

The print control data of the "caption kind" is data for designating whether or not respective data constituting the 

20 header of picture data file which has been described with reference to FIG. 27 are subjected to print. This caption kind 
is such that in the case where designation is made so that name data included in "name table" is printed out along with 
picture data, "1 1 h" is recorded thereinto as table ID of the name table: in the case where designation is made so that 
comment data included in the "comment table" is printed out along with picture data. "12h" is recorded there into as 
table ID of the comment table, and in the case where designation is made so that recording date data included in the 

25 "recording date table" is printed out along with picture data, "1 4h" is recorded thereinto as table ID of the recording date 
table. 

The print corrtrol data of the "color processing ID" is data indicating whether or not user inplements color process- 
ing to emphasize red, etc. to a portion that user desires with respect to corresponding picture. In the case where no 
color processing is implemented, "OOh" is recorded. In the case where the color processing is implemented, "Olh" is 
30 recorded. 

The print control data of the "respective gains of R, G, B" are data indicating gains of respective color data. The 
respective color data are adapted so that gains of magnification of 0 to 5 can be respectively adjusted at 1/256 (8 bits) 
intervals. As the print control data of the respective gains, data indicating gains thus adjusted are recorded. 

The print control data of the "contrast" is data indicating contrast of picture subjected to print, and can be adjusted 
35 at 1/256 intervals similarly to the above-mentioned gain. Further, value indicating contrast thus adjusted is recorded as 
the print control data. 

The print control data of the "brightness" and "hue" are data indicating brightness of picture subjected to print, and 
are recorded by percentage in the + direction and in the - direction with 128 indicated by 8 bits being as ±0. 

The print control data of the "sharpness" is data indicating edge emphasis rate (degree) of picture adjusted 
40 between magnification of 0 to 5, and value adjusted at 1/256 (8 bits) interval is recorded. 

In addition, the print control data of the "saturation" is such that value adjusted at 1/256 (8 bits) intervals between 
magnification of 0 to 5 is recorded. 

6 [Recording operation] 

45 

The recording operation of the still picture system will now be described with reference to the flowcharts of FIGS. 
32 and 33 in a manner based on the premise of the hierarchical directory structure and the respective file configura- 
tions. 

Initially, in the flowchart shown in FIG. 32, when user allows power supply key 31 shown in FIG. 8 to be turned ON, 
50 Storage unit 5 Is brought into stand-by state. Thus, the processing operation by this flowchart starts to proceed to step 
S1. 

At the step SI . user inserts an optical disc 20 into a disc insertion hole 30 shown in FIG. 8. The processing opera- 
tion then proceeds to step S2. Thus, the optical disc 20 inserted through the disc insertion hole 30 is loaded into the 
storage unit 5, resulting in the state where picture data can be recorded. 
55 At the step S2. system controller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to read P-TOC and U- 
TOC on the optical disc 20 shown in FIG. 9(a) through the storage unit controller 5d shown in FIG. 6. Then, the section 
5c transfers respective data of the P-TOC and the U-TOC thus read out to system controller 6 shown in FIG. 1. The 
system controller 6 detects respective data of the P-TOC and the U-TOC thus transferred to thereby confirm whether 
or not data U-TOC exists, and confirms recording position of the U-TOC. 
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In more practical sense, it is impossiWe to carry out by the U-TOC, management of the area where data file is 
formed. For this reason, the system controller 6 judges, in the case where the data file exists, that U-TDC exists at the 
leading portion of the data file. TTius. the processing operation proceeds to step S3. 

At the step S3, the system controller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to read the data 
U_TOC on the optical disc 20 shown in FIG. 9(a) through the storage unit controller 5d. Then, the section 5c transfers 
data of the data U-TOC to RAM 6a of the system controller 6. The system controller 6 temporarily stores the data of the 
transferred data U-TOC into the RAM 6a to read out it therefrom to thereby grasp positions of respective directories and 
respective files. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S4. It is to be noted that retrieval of memory position 
of file will be described in detail at the chapter of [Description of operation at the time of retrieval] which will be described 
later. 

At the step S4. the system controller 6 discriminates, on the basis of the data of the data U-TOC stored in the RAM 
6a. whether or not directory (PIC_MD) and overall information management file exist to thereby discriminate whether 
or not the optical disc 20 is formatted for recording of picture data. In the case of Yes. the processing operation proceeds 
to step S5. In the case of No. the processing operation proceeds to step S1 1 . 

At the step 81 1 , since the optical disc 20 is not formatted for picture data, the system controller 6 formats the optical 
disc 20 for recording of picture data. Then, the entire routine shown in FIGS. 32 and 33 is once completed. The system 
is brought into standby state until recording is designated for a second time. 

On the other hand, at the step S5, the system controller 6 controls tiie disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as 
to read out all management files through the storage section controller 5d. and temporarily stores, into the RAM 6a all 
the management files which have been read out. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S6. 

At the step S6. the system controller 6 carries out display control of monitor unit 9 so as to display picture to select 
the recording mode of picture to be recorded from now In more practical sense, select picture of the HD recording 
mode for recording picture of high resolution of 1024 pixels x 1536 pixels and select picture of the UD recording mode 
for recording picture of super high resolution of 2048 pixels x 3072 pixels are displayed on the monitor unit 9. 

It is to be noted that while the picture of intermediate resolution is recorded at fixed data length of 2 clusters as 
described above, tiiere may be employed an approach in which recording mode for recording the picture of intermediate 
resolution by fixed data length of 1 cluster is provided so that any one of the fixed length encoding at the data length of 
2 clusters and fixed length encoding at the data length of 1 cluster can be selected by the user's intention Thus when 
the recording mode of fixed data length of 2 clusters is selected, intermediate resolution picture data of higher resolution 
can be recorded. On the other hand, when the recording mode of the fixed data length of 1 cluster is selected, recording 
in which the number of pictures is increased can be made although resolution is somewhat poor. 

At the step S7. the system controller 6 detects operation state of the operation unit 10 to thereby discriminates 
whether any one of the HD recording mode and the UD recording mode is selected. In the case of No., the step S7 is 
repeated until the above-mentioned selection is made. In the case of Yes, the processing operation proceeds to step 
S8. 

At the step SB, the system controller 6 calculates, on the basis of the total number of recorded pictures (total 
number of pictures of intermediate resolution picture data) in the overall management file stored in the RAM 6a. and the 
number of pictures and picture kind information of picture information in the picture data management file, the number 
of recordable pictures in the HD recording mode or tiie UD recording mode designated by user 

In more practical sense, recording of about 200 pictures can be carried out by combination of only intermediate res- 
olution picture data of 2 clusters and high resolutfon picture data of 8 clusters, and recording of about 100 pictures can 
be carried out by combination of only intermediate resolution picture data of 2 clusters and super high resolution picture 
data of 18 clusters. For this reason, when the recorded capacity is subtracted from recordable capacity of the entirety 
of the optical disc 20, the number of recordable pictures in the case where the HD recording mode is selected and the 
number of recordable pictures in the case where the UD recording mode is recorded are respectively calculated. 

Subsequentiy. at step S9. the system controller 6 reads out picture directory information unit in the overall manage- 
ment file from the RAM 6a to allow the monitor unit 9 to undergo display control so as to display data of directory name 
directory No. and the number of pictures within the directory etc. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step Si o' 

At ttie step S10. the system controller 6 detects operation state of the operation unit 10 to thereby discriminate 
whetiier or not designation of picture directory for recording con-esponding data is made from user. In the case of No 
the processing operation proceeds to step S12. In the case of Yes. the processing operation proceeds to step S14 
shown in FIG. 33. 

At the step SI 2, since designation of picture directory is not made from user, ttie system controller 6 detects oper- 
ation state of the operation unit 10 to tfiereby discriminate whether or not formation of new picture directory except for 
the existing picture directories is designated. In the case of No, the step S10 and the step SI 2 are repeated until for- 
mation of the new directory is designated. In the case of Yes, the processing operation proceeds to step S13. 

At the step SI 3. since formation of the new directory is designated, the system controller 6 judges the number of 
the existing picture directories by the overall information management file to attach directory No. of the new picture 
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directory, and to form picture data management file and picture index file in the directory. Ttius. the processing opera- 
tion proceeds to the step S14 sown in FIG. 33. 

At the step S14 shown in FIG. 33, the system controller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5c 
through the storage unit controller 5d so as to read out all the picture data recorded In the index file of the designated 
picture directory, and to conduct a control to transfer the picture data of the index file to the main memory 1 1a shown in 
FIG. 4. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S15. It is to be noted that the picture data recorded after under- 
gone fixed length encoding along with the header is read out as it is without allowing tt to undergo expansion decoding 
processing to transfer it to the main memory 11a. In addition, when no picture data Is recorded In the index file, there is 
no possibility that picture data is read out into the main memory. 

At the step SI 5, the system controller 6 detects operation state of the operation unit 10 to thereby discriminate 
whether or not designation of recording start is made from user. In the case of No, the step S15 is repeated until des- 
ignation of the recording start is made. In the case of Yes, the processing operation proceeds to step SI 6. 

At the step S16, the system controller 6 discriminates whether or not picture to be recorded from now on Is index 
picture. In the case of No. the processing operation proceeds to step 81 7. In the case of Yes, the processing operation 
proceeds to step S26. 

At the step S26. the system controller 6 delivers data indicating that picture to be recorded from now on Is Index 
picture to the thinning and contraction/expansion controller 4i shown In FIG. 5. The thinning and contraction/expansion 
circuit 41 is operative so that when the data is delivered thereto, it sets fixed length encoding coefficients for index picture 
at the contraction/expansion circuit 4h. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S27. 

At the step S27, the system controller 6 controls the compression/expansion circuit 4h so as to implement com- 
pression encoding processing to the picture data which has been caused to undergo thinning processing into 1/4 on 
the basis of the set fixed length encoding coefficients through the thinning and compression/expansion controller 4i to 
thereby form Index picture which has been caused to undergo fixed length encoding so that the fixed data length has 
1/15 clusters. The processing operation proceeds to step S28. 

At the step S28. the system controller 6 controls the memory controller 13 so as to record Index picture of 4096 
bytes in total in which header is added to Index file stored in the nr^in memory 1 la shown In FIG. 4. Thus, the process- 
ing operation proceeds to step 829. 

At the step 829, the system controller 6 discriminates whether or not all index pictures are recorded into the main 
memory 1 la. In the case of No, the processing operation returns to the step 816. In the case of Yes, the processing 
operation proceeds to step 830. 

At the step 830, the system controller 6 retrieves the portion where entry of 2 bits (code indicating available alloca- 
tion block) of the allocation block No. of volume space bitmap VSB in the data U-TOC stored In the RAM 6a is "00" to 
thereby detect space area. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step 831 . 

At the step 831 , the system controller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as provide access to 
the space area detected on the optical disc 20 through the storage unit controller 5d. Thus, the processing operation 
proceeds to step 832. 

At the step 832, the system controller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to record index file 
having the Index picture into the space area on the optical disc 20 through the storage unit controller 5d. Thus, the 
processing operation proceeds to the step 823. 

Namely, In the still picture system, in the case where the Index picture is caused to undergo fixed length encoding 
to record it onto the optical disc 20, an approach Is employed to temporarily record, before a predetermined number of 
index picture which have been caused to undergo fixed length encoding are recorded onto the optical disc 20, such pic- 
ture in order into the main memory 1 la to thereby form single index file from the predetermined number of index pic- 
tures in the main memory 1 1 a thereafter to record It into physically continuous areas on the optical disc 20. 

On the other hand, one Index picture is caused to undergo fixed length encoding so that data length is 1 /1 5 clusters 
as described above. For this reason. In order to record the picture data of data length of 1/15 clusters onto the optical 
disc 20, It is necessary to add dummy data con^e^onding to 1 4/1 5 clusters with respect to the picture data of 1 /1 5 clus- 
ters so that data length of one cluster is provided. Accordingly, If picture data are recorded onto the disc every time the 
picture data of 1/15 clusters are formed, the recording area for the dummy data Is greater than the recording area for 
picture data for index, thus falling to effectively utilize the recording area on the disc. 

For this reason, in this still picture system, such an approach is employed to temporarily record a predetermined 
number of picture data for index into the main memory 1 1 a as Index file to record the index file which has been recorded 
in the main memory 1 la onto the disc after taking-ln operations of all Index picture data are completed. 

Namely, in the case where, e.g., index file having 25 index pictures is recorded, 15 Index pictures (15 x 1/15 clus- 
ters) are recorded in the area of 1 cluster and tiie remaining 10 Index pictures (10 x 1/15 clusters) and dummy data of 
5/15 clusters are recorded in the area of the next 1 cluster. Thus, data quantity of dummy data recorded onto the disc 
can be lessened. As a result, the recording area on the disc can be effectively used. Moreover, in the still picture sys- 
tem, since such an approach Is employed to temporarily record plural index pictures which have been caused to 
undergo fixed length encoding Into the main memory 1 1 a to thereby form one index file by a predetermined number of 
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Srri!^Hff '"J^'l"^" '"'^'^ *° '^"^ '"^^ PlVsically continuous areas on the disc index 

SroSfoSS. H-lcl^ T «>e- For this reason, in the case of reaCout S 

filesfrom the optcal disc 20.those flies can be read out atahigh speed b^^^ 

Histobenotedthatinthecasewherenewindexpicturelssupplementedtotheindexfile as described ahov*. nri«r 
0 recording, data of the index file is read out into the main memory i ia. In reco-tling. ^ewLL p^felS^dSSi 

the ar^j^mmedately after the index picture recorded last after dummy data added aLthe^S 
-s deleted (erased) (There is no necessrty of deletion in the case wh7e there is no dummy dateT 

c;i7 a'IS* o^^ : discrimination result is No at the step S16, the processing operation proceeds to steo 
date resoluton or picture of h.gh resolution. Thus, the processing operaton proceeds to step S18 
aiini"3N^w!i^^®' T^"" ® '^^'^^ P°'^"" «^ere entry of 2 bits (code indicating available 

"rtre^2rc::r^^^^^ 

At the step S18. the system controller 6 detects optimum space area of space areas retrieved at the steo Si 7 to 
confrol the d,sc recording/reprodudng section 5c through the storage unrt coLler 5d so rafSSs thereto fs pri 

r^JHi^^i "If ^' " '^^^V^.-^^st desirable that the optimum recording position (area) is an area after the recorded file (file 

there are .nstenc^ where « is impossible to ensure areas physically continuous in the area aftSSe^^orii^^ 

ERB d " ^^"^ "^"^ management bTo* tZk S 

ERB. distnbuted plural areas which are not continuous to record one file 

At ^ep SI 9, the system controller 6 sets fixed length encoding coefficients corresponding to the high resolution oic 

of the setfrxed length encoding coefficients. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step 

At the step S21. tiie system controller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to record tho nir 

To'^tulT T •f' *° """"^^ '^"^ ^""^'"9 detecti Smum area 0 t^^^^ 
20 through the storage unit controller 5d. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S22 

At the step S22. the system controller 6 carries out recording control of the picture data and determines in sue 
of respective picture data. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S23 resolutions 

from'^LTn'^^f ^!"^u '^"^ "° '^"^"^ "^^ °* ^'^st to sixth pictures which have been read 
from the negative film into the picture directory "PIC00001 " is as follows 

^Sp^OOoTpMTfndT f f '^'^ (HD) if tSe first picture ^SSs^^^: 

PHPOOOOO. PMR and the intermediate resolution (SD) thereof is caused to be PSNOOOOO. PMP Aocordinaly when the 

PMP ?;Jn?^0^^^^^^^^ ''^^ *° PMP as high resoM^td^Noro 

KMK to PSN00005. PMP as intermediate resolution are formed. 

It is to be noted that in the case where index pictures of these six pictures are recorded these six index oictures 
rndlir 1°^^^:^°^^ P'DXOOO. PMX which has been read into the main memayl a. S t^r^^^^ 
s a^e tLetrSTr^- 'Ji" w "^'^ "'^^^ "^^ ^ '"^'^ P''^"^^^ recorded in or^eTdex fl^ 

At step 823. the system controller 6 discriminates whether or not picture data of three kinds of resolutions of low 
resolutror, picture data (index picture), intermediate resolution picture ^ta and high resdutfo^pil JlM^r s^^^ 

high resolution picturedata) have been allrecorded. in thecase of No. the processing operation rE^^^^^^ 
to ^cordf^cture data Of resolutions whi^ 

At the step 824. the system controller 6 detects whether or not eject key 32 of the operation unit 10 is turned ON 
AtThe^lssfth^svfr " °* operation proceeds to iep S25 ° " 

ar,d 1 nl^^Tn^ ^ ""T""^' ^ "f^^^ "^^^ °* '^^^ U-"^' information management file 

and the picturedata management file recorded on the disc by respectivedata of data U-TDC. overall infomia^^^^^ 
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agement file and picture data management file recorded in the RAM 6a to complete the entire routine according to the 
recording operation shown in FIGS. 32 and 33. 

In more practical sense, in the data U-TOC. respective data such as Volume Descriptor (VD), Volume Space Bit- 
map (VSB). Management Table (MT), Directory Record Block (DRB) and Extents Record Block (ERB), etc. are mainly 
5 rewritten. 

Namely, in the VD, data relating to allocation block (recordable allocation block, etc.), No. of directories (in the case 
where formation of new directory is designated), No. of files, data relating to directory record block DRB (in the case 
where directory or file is newly formed), and data relating to extent record block ERB (in the case where newly formed 
file is recorded at physically discontinuous position and is linked by extent record block ERB), etc. are rewritten. More- 
no over, in the volume space bitmap VSB, codes of 2 bits indicating attribute of respective allocation blocks, etc. are rewrit- 
ten. 

Further, in the management table MT, when directory record block DRB and extent record block ERB are newly 
formed, management table MT is entried. It is to be noted that in the case where one directory record unit in the existing 
directory record block DRB is supplemented, management table MT is not updated. 
15 Further, in the directory record block DRB, in the case where directory is newly formed, directory record unit for 
directory is supplemented by one. Similarly, in the case where file is formed, directory record unit for file is supple- 
mented by one per each file. 

In addition, in the extent record block ERB, in the case where files are designated by the directory record block DRB 
and those files are not physically continuous, that ERB is formed. It is to be noted that the ERB is not formed at the time 
20 of format. 

In the overall management information file, data such as total number of pictures, next picture directory number, 
total number of picture directories, and picture directory information unit, etc. are mainly rewritten. With respect to the 
picture directory information unit, when picture directory is newly formed, one unit is formed. 

Moreover, with respect to the picture data management file, when picture directory is newly formed, picture data 

25 management file is newly formed in the newly formed picture directory. Further, data such as No. of pictures, No. of pic- 
ture index files, next picture index file number, index file information, and picture information unit. etc. are mainly 
updated. With respect to the index file information, when Index file is newly formed, that information is updated. More- 
over, with respect to the number of indices, when No. of indices in the index file is supplemented, that No. of indices is 
updated. Further, since picture information units are provided in correspondence with respective index pictures, the 

30 number of picture information units is increased by the increased number of pictures, in the ordinary recording, data in 
the picture information unit is not updated. However, when switching of order of index pictures is carried out, switching 
of picture No. is carried out so that the data subjected to switching is updated. 

7. [Description of another recording operation] 

35 

Another recording operation for picture data of respective resolutions will now be described with reference to the 
flowchart of FIG. 34. When the routine of the step S1 to the step SI 3 of the flowchart which has been described with 
reference to FIG. 32 is completed, the processing operation by the flowchart of FIG. 34 starts to proceed to step S41 . 

At the step S41 , the system controller 6 reads out all picture data which have been recorded in the index file of the 
40 designated directory Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S42. 

At step S42, the system controller 6 detects operation state of the operation unit 10 to thereby detect whether or 
not recording start from user is designated. In the case of No. this step S42 is repeated until recording start is desig- 
nated. In the case of Yes, the processing operation proceeds to step S43. 

It is to be noted that steps S41 and S42 shown in FIG. 34 are steps respectively corresponding to steps S14 and 
45 S1 5 which have been described with reference to FIG. 33. 

At the step S43, the system controller 6 discriminates whether picture data to be recorded is high resolution picture 
data (HD or UD), intermediate resolution picture data (SD) or low resolution picture data (index picture data). When cur- 
rent recording operation is discriminated as recording of low resolution picture data, the processing operation proceeds 
to step S54. When the current recording operation is discriminated as recording of intermediate resolution picture data, 
50 the processing operation proceeds to step S44. When the current recording operation is discriminated as recording of 
high resolution picture data, the processing operation proceeds to step S53. 

Steps 54 to 60 to which the processing operation proceeds after the cunrent recording operation is discriminated as 
recording of low resolution picture data at the step S43 respectively con'espond to the steps S26 to S32 shown in FIG. 
33. 

55 Namely, at the step S54, the system controller 6 delivers data indicating that picture to be recorded from now on is 
index picture to the thinning and compression/expansion controller 4i shown in FIG. 5. The thinning and compres- 
sion/expansion controller 4i is operative so that when the data is delivered thereto, it sets fixed length encoding coeffi- 
cients for index picture at the compression/expansion circuit 4h. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S55. 
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lenoj; rn'iSirr'"' T"'": ^ "^"^ compression/expansion circuit 4h on the basis of the set fixed 
length encoding coefficients so as to implement compression encoding processing to the oicture data which hac holn 

form index picture Which has been subjected to fixed length encoding so as to have f^data length of 1/15 dusted' 
Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S56. ='a"iui i/io ausiers. 

ir, tnt«i rjlf^ ^H*^ ^^^m "^5°"^' ® ^""'y 1 3 s° «s »o record index picture of 4096 bytes 

At the step S57. the system controller 6 discriminates whether or not all of Index pictures have been recorded into 

the mam memory 1la. In the case of No. the p«)cessing operaBon returns to the Jtep sS the SseT?2 !^ 
processing operation proceeds to step S58. 

M !l! ^ys*®"' controller 6 retrieves the portion where entry of 2 bits (code indicabno available allocs 

S°et"eS'2cl' T ^'""'^ ^<^^ VSBindata U-TOC storedinTe STSs Smo .htSy 

detect space area. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S59 ^ 

to J^TJ^Z ^y^*^":" 6 controls the disc recordingAeprodudng section 5c so as to provide access 

to ?e?IS '''' °" ''"^ ^^^^^^ 

Ss to step^"'"" ''"^ '° ''^ ^'"^^^^ -r^"^- P"^««^-n9 opLt" 

roc«f l'''^ ^^f' ^.^''^ '°* P'«"fe data « detected. At the step S44. space area for intermediate 

esolujon picture date ,s delected. At the step S53. space area for high resolution picture date (or for urtra hXS^t 
Jon picture data) is detected. This space area detection is carried out by retrieving the portion w?e"e enfry of Tbite 
^TH T^ir""^^ °' No. of volume space brtm^ VSB in he Xte u tS? 

Stored in the RAM 6a as described above is "00". In this instance, designations address^to be riieled afe L7eS 
out m correspondence with recording of picture date of respective resolutions 

J r^Jm'^T^*!! °* P"*^'® <^*«P S58) will be desaibed below. In the o«Jinary use 

as far as 200.ndex pictures at the maximum can be recorded in the HD recoiling mode. In both the case where S 

iSZ?:?! T'T" '^-^'"^ -^"^^ ♦'^^ ind« S *u e ha's date 

l«^gth of 1/15clusters. the area necessary as the area for index picturecona^^ 

However when the number of picture directories is increased, there may also exist picture directories where Sily oS 
to 2Tc!2a^^' n^J' recorded Within one picture director. Since the ma»mum number of picturfdireJorirs fs set 
to 20. c^aaty necessary for recording as index picture is required to the maximum degree in such a case As a resutt 
a least 32 clusters are required. For this reason, the system controller 6 carries out. in detecting Sacrarea^ *e time 

c^riS out Tn ^sS "^'^""'^^^'^^ *° ^""^ ^^'^ '» ^ noted that detection ofcSier s^ ce areas is not 
'^"^ °^ intermediate resolution picture date (step S44) will be described below In the HD 
r!S H!!fHTL5^ '^T f " ^ S*"ce the picture of intermedia? rSSion isD) is 

ZS^^f f °' ' ' ^ = ^"^^'^ as the picture area of the irte 

mediate resolution For this reason, the system controller 6 carries out. in detecting space area at the time of recoSna 
picture 0 intermediate resolution, retrieval of code of allocation blocks of areas of «0 clusters su ceSgtthe a 2 

to 33 to 432 clusters to detect space area. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S45 

Similarly in the UD recording mode, as far as 100 pictures at the maximum can be recorded. Since picture of inter- 
rnediate resolution (SD) is recorded by fixed date length of 2 clusters. 2 duste,^ x 100 = 200 cluste^^e r^ui^^^^^^^ 
the picture yea o^ the intermediate resolution. For this reason, the system controller 6 carries out ^d^eSg face 
area at the tme of recording picture of the intermediate resolution, retrieval of code of allocation W^kofl^i^TSo 

SSslo sti^"" corresponding to 33 to 232 clusters to detect space area. Thus, the processing operation p^o 

HocJSlTinvi'^^f "u,^* high resolution picture date and ultra high resolution picture date (step 853) will now be 
described. Initially, in the HD recording mode. 200 pichires at the maximum can be recoided. and high resolution oSure 
date IS caused to have fbced data length of 8 clusters. For this reason, 8 clusters x 200 (picturL) = iSHuSre 

at ttie step S53. retneval of code of allocation bio* of area of 1 600 clusters succeeding to the area of index picture (l 
e aref ilSi^r^^^^ °' •° ^'"^^^^J disc inner cirliStencL 

op^rS-n Sslolpir "^^"^^"""^ *° '''' '° '^^^ ing 
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Similarly, in the UD recording mode, 100 pictures at the maximum can be recorded, and the ultra high resolution 
picture data Is caused to have fixed data length of 1 8 clusters. Accordingly, space area of 1 8 clusters x 1 00 = 1 800 clus- 
ters is required as the picture area for the ultra high resolution. For this reason, the system controller 6 carries out. In 
detection of space area at the time of recording picture of the ultra high resolution, retrieval of code of allocation block 
of area of 1800 clusters succeeding to the index picture area (1 to 32 clusters) and the intermediate resolution picture 
area (33 to 232 clusters) from the disc inner circumference, i.e., area designated by addresses corresponding to 233 to 
2032 clusters to detect space area. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S45. 

When such retrieval of space area Is completed, the system controller 6 controls, at the step S45, the disc record- 
ing/reproducing section 5c through the storage unit controller 5d so as to provide access to an optimum area of the 
retrieved space areas. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S46. As an optimum recording position in tiiis 
case, there may be employed a method of respectively carrying out space area retrievals irrespective of the directory 
to record, in order, respective data at the positions where space area first exists. Accordingly, recorded data are 
recorded in order from the leading portions of respective areas. 

At the step S46, the system controller 6 sets fixed length encoding coefficient corresponding to high resolution pic- 
ture data or ultra high resolution picture data at the thinning and compression/expansion controller 4i. Thus, the 
processing operation proceeds to step S47. 

At the step S47, the system controller 6 controls tiie compression/expansion circuit 4h so as to form high resolution 
picture data of 8 clusters or ultra high resolution picture data of 1 8 clusters on tiie basis of the set fixed length encoding 
coefficients through the thinning and compression/expansion controller 41. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to 
step S48. 

At the step S48. the system controller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to record the pic- 
ture data which has been caused to undergo fixed length encoding into the detected optimum area on the optical disc 
20 through the storage unit controller 5d. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S49. 

At the step S49. the system controller 6 carries out recording control of the picture data, and successively deter- 
mines file names corresponding to data of picture data management file of the designated directory and resolutions of 
respective picture data. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S50. 

At the step S50. the system controller 6 discriminates whether or not picture data of three kinds of resolutions of 
low resolution picture data (index picture), intermediate resolution picture data and high resolution picture data (or ultra 
high resolution picture data) have been all recorded. In the case of No, tiie processing operation returns to step S43 to 
record picture data of resolution which has not been yet recorded. In the case of Yes, the processing operation pro- 
ceeds to step S51. 

At tiie step S51 , the system controller 6 detects whether or not the eject key 32 of the operation unit 10 is turned 
ON. In the case of No, this step S51 is repeated. In the case of Yes. the processing operation proceeds to step S52. 

At the step S52, the system controller 6 updates related data of the data U-TOC, the overall management informa- 
tion file and tiie picture data management file recorded on the disc into respective data of the data U-TOC, the overall 
management information file and the picture data management file recorded in the RAM 6a. Thus, the entire routine 
according to another recording operation shown in FIG. 34 is completed: 

It is to be noted that these steps S45 to S52 respectively correspond to the above-described steps SI 8 to S25 
shown in FIG. 33. 

In such another recording operation, retrieval areas of low resolution, intermediate resolution and high resolution 
(or ultra high resolution) are respectively designated by addressing of allocation block in the VSB stored in the RAM 6a. 
Namely by only reading out data the VSB of tiie RAM 6a. the recording area on the disc is divided by addressing. For 
this reason, detection of space area can be made at a high speed. 

For example, it is conceivable to physically determine recording positions of respective areas on the disc to carry 
out recording. However, since area quantities used in the HD recording mode and the UD recording mode (area of inter- 
mediate resolution and area of high resolution) are different from each other in this case, it is necessary to ensure tiie 
area in advance on the assumption that the area quantity is required to the maximum degree. Namely, it is necessary 
to ensure respective areas of 400 clusters at the time of HD recording mode in the intermediate resolution area and 
1 800 clusters at the time of UD mode in the high resolution area. For this reason, it is impossible to effectively utilize tiie 
recording area. 

In addition, while it has been described that addresses for retrieval of space area are designated as addresses for 
irtdex, intermediate resolution and high resolution from the disc inner circumferential side, addresses for retrieval of 
space area may be designated as addresses for index, intermediate resolution and high resolution from the disc outer 
circumferential side in a manner opposite to the above. Such addressing method may be suitably changed in accord- 
ance with design. 

As stated above, an approach is employed to form intermediate resolution picture data and low resolution picture 
data on the basis of high resolution picture data which has been read out from tiie frame memory 1 1 to record picture 
data of different resolutions of the same picture onto the optical disc 20. thereby making it possible to select and repro- 
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IV^l °' ^'^'^ ^^»" corresponding to output equipment of picture data or use 

data. For this reason, surtable thinning processing is implemented thereto to deliver such data to the monitor unit How- 

datafor monitor For this re^n, the time until picture image corresponding to picture data is displayed cante 
Moreover.sincep,cturedataoftherequiredresolutoncanbedirectlyreadout.thereisnon^it^ 

thinning p«,c^ing etc. in dependency upon equipment. Thus, the circuit for thinning processing can be omS 
Further, since the two kinds of picture data are formed on the basis of high resolution picture data from the frame 

ta^s of picture data are separately (independently) delh^ered. In addition, since it is sSident to carry out, on y once 
read-out control of the frame memory 1 1 . constraint time of the frame memory 1 1 can be reduced 

Further since the picture data of respective resolutions are recorded after respectively undergone fixed lenoth 
^^'^'^'"S/read.o^t times can be fix«l, and respective numbers of pictures (to be reSS) c^nt S 
In addition, since data size to be handled is fixed, the configuration of the file management system can be simptf ii 
r^r? P'ctufe data of respective resolutions are recorded into surtable space area, picture data of respective 
resolutions are recorded at random on the optical disc 20. Ttie spectfication of thrstorage unit 5 is such tha e g ^ e 
minimum recording unrt is 1 cluster (64 bytes), the data receding rate (speed) is 150 K bytes/sec the recording time 

S o^clf^co ,n T 1 ""'^ P'^"^^ °* ^^^e resolutions are recoided onto 

duction. As a result, it takes much time in recording/reproduction. y " 

Moreover, when picture data of respective resolutions are recorded at random, in the case where work for erasina 

on S!Hf^'j!!;'«J^^' T^, T "^"^ °' '^^'^ corresponding to respective resolutions take place 
on the disc. For this reason, retrieval of space area becomes difficult. 

«, l^"^ ^'^^ °* ^ "P"*^' 20 is trisected from tine inner circumferential side to the 

th. ^'^^ corresponding to 200 clusters is caused to be recording area for intermediate resolution picture 
data, and he area corresponding to 1800 clusters is caused to be recoiling area for high resolution picture data to 
respectively record the picture data of respective resolutions into the respective recording areas. Accordingly at ttie 

out recordingA-eproduction.-mus, the recording/reproduction time can be shortened 

rpc,r°.fT®^" T»K I "^l* ^'T "^^^ ^'^^ corresponding to respective resolutions take place on the disc as the 
rT^ril f ^° erasing/editing picture data is carried out. picture data of the same data size is 

reJurnXr.iitirr""'^^'''^ 

Even when r«x)rding of picture data is carried out in the state divided into recording areas of respective resolutions 
n this way. even rf such picture data are recorded in order of reproduction within the recording area, in the case where 
there is necessity of continuously reading out pictures, such as. for example, at ttie time of automatic playback to con- 
tinuously autorratical y read out recorded pictures one by one, or at the time of browsing to allow the automatic play- 
back to be earned out at a higher speed, much time is similarly required for seek 

♦h^''° w '!f f ^"f PP™^* e^'oyed to continuously record, in recording picture data of respective resolutions 
r , °^ ^^r«'"<=«0" respectivedivided recording areas of ttie optical disc 20. thereby making 
It possible the corrhnuously read out picture data without seek at the time of automatic playback or at ttie time of brows 

rSghS^pLT ^"^"^"^ ^"^"^ ^"^"^ tednated. and those operations can be conducted at 

8 [Operation for forming overall index-file] 

The operatiori in which the system contioller 6 records, onto the optical disc 20. high resolution picture data and 
intermediate resolution picture data, and records index picture data into overall index file (OV INDX PMX) 

-mis overall 'ndex file is caused to undergo management by overall information management file, and is file in which 
wnat index pictures are recorded in respective direchjries are edited as a single file 

For example, in this example, in the case where five directories including 25 index pictures are formed respective 
one index pictures of the leading portions of respective directories are taken out to record respective pictures in order 
to forrn overal index file consisting of five index pictures. In addition. In the case where ttie number of picture directories 
IS set to smaller value leading five pictures of index pictures may be respectively taken out from respective directories 
to form overall index file. 
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This overall index file is formed at the time of format for picture data. For this reason, such overall index file is 
already formed in recording picture. 

The operation for forming the overall index file is as indicated by the flowchart of FIG. 35. The processing operation 
by the flowchart shown in FIG. 35 starts when discrimination result of Yes Is provided at step S10 off FIG. 32. Thus, the 
5 processing operation proceeds to step S61 . It Is to be noted that the routine before the step S10 is entirely the same, 
their description is omitted. 

At step S61. the system controller 6 reads out (processing routine by) the overall index flowchart into the main 
memory 11a. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S^. 

At the step S62, the system controller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5c through the storage unit 
10 controller 5d so as to read out all picture data recorded in the index file of the designated directory, and carries out a 
control for transferring picture data of the picture index file into the main memory 11a shown in FIG. 4. Thus, the 
processing operation proceeds to step S63. 

It is to be noted that picture data recorded after undergone fixed length encoding along with header is read out as 
it is from the index file and the overall index file without allowing it to undergo expansion decoding processing to transfer 
15 it into the main memory 11a. In addition, when no picture data is recorded within the picture index file and the overall 
index file, there is no possibility that picture data is read out into the main memory. 

At the step S63, the system controller 6 detects operation state of the operation section 10 to thereby whether or 
not designation of recording start is made from user. In the case of No, this step S63 is repeated until designation of the 
recording start is made. In the case of Yes, the processing operation proceeds to step 864. 
20 At the step S64, the system controller 6 discriminates whether or not picture to be recorded from now on is index 
picture. In the case of No, the processing operation proceeds to step S65. In the case of Yes, the processing operation 
proceeds to step S72. 

At the step S72, the system controller delivers data indicating that picture to be recorded from now on is index pic- 
ture to the thinning and compression/expansion controller 4i shown in FIG. 5. When the data is delivered, the compres- 
25 sion/expansion controller 4i sets fixed length encoding coefficients for index picture at the compression/expansion 
circuit 4h. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S73. 

At the step S73, the system controller 6 controls the compression/expansion circuit 4h so as to implement com- 
pression encoding processing to the picture data which has been caused to undergo thinning processing into 1/4 on 
the basis of the set fixed length encoding coefficients through the thinning and compression/expansion controller 4i to 
30 thereby form index picture which have been caused to undergo fixed length encoding so as to have fixed data length of 
1/15 clusters. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S74. 

At the step S74, the system controller 6 discriminates on the basis of data of the overall information management 
file stored in the RAM 6a, whether or not the index picture which has been caused to undergo fixed length encoding at 
the step S74 is the index picture first recorded in the designated picture directory. In the case of No, the processing 
35 operation proceeds to step S81 . In the case of the index picture, the processing operation proceeds to step S75. 

At the step 81 , the system controller 6 records the index picture which has been caused to undergo fixed length 
encoding into the picture index file. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S76. 

At the step 875, the system controller 6 records the first index picture into the overall index file and the picture 
index. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step 76. 
40 At the step 876, the system controller 6 controls the memory controller 13 so as to record index picture of 4096 
bytes in total in which headers are added into respective index files stored in the main memory 11a shown in FIG. 4. 
Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step 877. 

At the step 877, the system controller 6 discriminates as to whether or not all index pictures are recorded into the 
main memory 1 la. In the case of No, the processing qseration returns to the step 864. In the case of Yes, the process- 
es ing operation proceeds to step 878. 

At the step 878. the system controller 6 retrieves the portion in which entry of 2 bits (code indicating available allo- 
cation block) of allocation block No. of Volume 8pace Bitmap VSB in the data U-TOC stored in the RAM 6a is "00" to 
thereby detect space area. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step 879. 

At the step 879, the system controller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to provide access 
50 to the detected space area on the optical disc 20 through the storage unit controller 5d. Thus, the processing operation 
proceeds to step 880. 

At the step 880. the system controller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to recorded the 
index picture into the space area on the optical disc 20 through the storage unit controller 5d. Thus, the processing 
operation proceeds to step 871 . 
55 As described above, in the case where the index picture is caused to undergo fixed length encoding to record them 
onto the optical disc 20. before the index pictures which have been caused to undergo fixed length encoding are 
recorded onto the optical disc 20. they are temporarily recorded in order into the main memory 1 1 a to thereby form one 
index file from all the index pictures in the main memory 1 la thereafter to record it into physically continuous areas on 
the optical disc 20. 
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viae access thereto. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S67 ^^^^ lu pro 

cn J^^^ 1^' *f ^ contraction/expansion controller 41 controls the corrpression/expansion circuit 4h 

aTS^ coeffcents. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S69. 

At the step S69. the system controller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to re«..n th^ nir 

tl *° '^"^ ^""^'"^ detect^ oXm Sa o^tS^^^ 

20. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S70. = «, m , u ,ts opBca, qisc 

f ''^'"''''^ ^^^^"^ 6 carries out recoiling control of the picture data and 

successively determines data of picture data management file of the designated direflory ami Se rlm^ ^^oL^ 
ing to r^luftons Of r^ective picture data. Thus, the processing operation proceedTS^i^s' l 
nw r^. • ^'^'^^ ^ discriminates whether or not picture data of three kinds of low resolution 

shSv^in fS. "° °' operation prSeiLTS: 

J"*"'' '''""^ '^'"'^ '^^^ P'^^''"^ ^itahing of data of overall 

index picture by user. Since settng is made such that first index pictures of respective directori^ are rec^rdld in 

quen^h^l^^fci^Tsr" ''''''''''' "'"^ '^^^^ 

Namely, at the step S91 of FIG. 36. the system controller 6 carries out display control of the overall index oicture 
Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S92. ®- 

rrJl^^ 1^^^' ^ "^^^ °P^«*'°" (situation) of the operation unit 1 0 to thereby dis- 

cnminate whether or not designation of index picture that user desires is made. In the case of No tWs Sen So??, 
repeated, n the case of the Index picture, the processing operation proceeds to step ^ ^ " 

Hir JloT ^' ^ ^^l- ''^'^ '"^^ designated from the overall index file. This indicates that oicture 

directory con-esponding to the designated index picture is designated. It is to be noted in the fblLirTdinSSn 
designated picture directory is picture directory recorded at the n-th position ^ descnption, the 

At the step S93, ttie system cortroller 6 carries out a control to reproduce picture index file of the n-th nin, ,ra hi^. 
tory designated at ti,e step S92 to display on the monitor unit. Thus the pro^^g^SS^LeJsC^^^^^ 

Turo Lt?? T T!:^ """^"^ "'^"'^ ^^^'^"^'^ « predetermined number oi index ScTirefi le 
picture index file displayed on the monitor unit. In the case of No. this step S94 is repeated In the Mse of Yp?!! 
processing operation proceeds to step S95. repeaieo. in tne case of Yes. ttie 

♦h., IS'"^'^** "^"^ '"^^ 's designated from ttie n-th picture index file Namely this indicates 

th^ i^SS^'n'^t' '"'^ P'*'^^ ''^'S"^*^^- » 's '° "e noted, in tSe Sg deSS 

^c.T ! " '''"'"'^ *° '"'"^ P"*'^^ P°="i°" o« 't^e picture indSe 

At the S95. ttie system controller 6 controls ttie memory controller 1 3 so as to overwrite the m-tti inSx nicturp 

S^nr '""^ '"^ A* ««™ "'"e. in ttie RAM 6a Sex pTcS^e nunifr 

T'^'^J"*"P'^^«*'«*°^''*'^'"««o"""«~r'e8PO"dlng^ 

SZ^r °" """^^ ^^^^"ding to ttie newly swrtched (reici)tdex Sre 

Thus, ttie processing operation proceeds to step S96. piciure. 

At ttie step S96. tfie system controller 6 controls ttie disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to record ™/p«ii 
information management file onto ttie optical disc 20. Thus, ttie proceiingVation^Ted^ S97 
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At the step S97. the system controller 6 detects whether or not the eject key 32 of the operation unit 10 is turned 
ON. In the case of No, this step S97 is repeated. In the case of Yes, the processing operation proceeds to step S98. 

At the step S98, the system controller 6 updates related data of the data U-TOC, the overall management Informa- 
tion file and the picture data management file recorded on the disc into respective data of the data U-TDC. the overall 
5 management information file and the picture data management file recorded in the RAM 6a. Thus, the entire routine is 
completed. 

It is to be noted that while the above-described overall index file is adapted so that while first one index pictures of 
respective directories are recorded at the data recording time, an approach may be employed such that in the case 
where the number of directories is reduced, first five index pictures of respective directories are registered. For exam- 
10 pie, an example in which four directories are formed to resister five index pictures thereof will now be described. As 
described below, it is sufficient to form 20 units or less so that picture directory information unit correspond to 5 (pic- 
tures) X 4 directories - 20 (pictures) of the number of index pictures within the overall index file. 
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Directory No. 


Index Picture No. 




First picture directory information 


00 


00 




second picture directory information 


00 


01 


20 


Third picture directory information 


00 


02 


Fourtii picture directory information 


00 


03 




Fifth picture directory information 


00 


04 




Sixth picture directory information 


01 


00 


25 


Seventh picture directory information 


01 


01 




Eighth picture directory information 


01 


02 




Ninth picture directory information 


01 


03 


30 


Tenth picture directory information 


01 


04 




Eleventh picture directory information 


02 


00 




Twelfth picture directory information 


02 


01 




Thirteenth picture directory information 


02 


02 


35 


Fourteenth picture directory information 


02 


03 




Fifteenth picture directory information 


02 


04 


40 









45 

9. [Recording of album name, etc.] 

Album is defined so that one picture directory formed at the lower level (layer) of directory is caused to be one 
album. In this still picture system, when recording operations of picture data of respective resolutions are completed as 
50 Stated above, album names every respective albums, picture names every pictures of respective albums, key word for 
retrieving desired picture, and disc name can be inputted. 

In this case, user allows write key 53 provided on the operation unit 10 to be turned ON. When the write key 53 is 
turned ON, the system controller 6 detects such ON operation, resulting in the write mode for carrying out input of char- 
acter information. 

55 Then, user operates cross key 54. The system controller 6 allows the display section 26 to undergo display control 
so as to display, in order, e.g., characters of album name, picture name, key word and disc name every time the cross 
key 54 is operated once. User looks at characters displayed on the display section 26 to determine what information is 
inputted from now on to allow EXEC key 55 provided on the operation unit 10 to be turned ON. Thus, the system con- 
troller 6 recognizes information to be inputted from now on. 
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mation such as album name. etc. onto the optical disc 20 as the sonalled ASCII code 

ON to select Picture Name" which is information to be inputted from now on. Then, user opeSi ?he ten kL 

records the ASCII codes corresponding to the picture name onto the optical disc 20 

«nH h!lf ^'"'"f:!^^ °* characters which can be inputted as the picture name is set to e g 16 (characters^ 

inputted with alphabet, katakana and/or kanji. etc. Namely input of 432 characters mr i*^^tT r,T y » 
Characters for album name) can be Inputted U respect tJ onMlTonSn ^ " " * 

10. [Description of reprodudng (playback) operation] 

The repraJucinj (pByUack) operation ot the sil pioyre s^m in «„ ta«e .Here picture data and ■aco.rt.i «, 

e,«er»srr«srenraSr^teaTa=s:~^^ 
s'«%s,'^s:^rth?ssrcr^,r2.r:e=:^^r^^^ 

■i™'^!!!"™! '°J «<l ASCII codes are stored into the buller circuit 4t in this the mm 

^^.^^TTiT^^ '=°*°"" bulle, drcuit * to underjo read<M raL *Se AsS 

When picture data and the ASCII codes are written into respective memory areas of the video memory 1 lb in thte 
way^tfje memory controller 13 reads out the ASCII code written in the command J4 totnCeUhTASa, cSi« 

rofrern^eZssr^sX^eTr^^^^ 
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In more practical sense, in the case where ASCII code which has been read out from the command area is "41 H". 
this ASCII code indicates character of "A" of alphabet. For this reason, the memory controller 13 forms, e.g., picture 
data of character of "A" of 24 pixels x 24 pixels to allow the video memory 1 1b to undergo write-in control so that the 
character of "A" is displayed below that picture. 

5 When such write operation of picture data and picture data indicating character of the ASCII code (these two pic- 
ture data will be simply collectively referred to as picture data hereinafter) into the video memory 1 1b is completed, the 
memory controller 1 3 carries out read-out control of the picture data written In the video memory 1 1 b. This picture data 
is converted into an analog picture signal through D/A converter, and is delivered to the monitor unit 9. 

Thus, as shown in FIG. 41 , 25 pictures for index and picture names of respective pictures are displayed along with 

10 the album name of the selected album on the display screen of the monitor unit 9. 

Moreover, in the case where user desires to display the remaining 25 pictures of the selected album, he operates 
the operation unit 10 to designate display of the remaining 25 pictures. Thus, the system controller 6 controls the disc 
recording/reproducing section 5c so as to reproduce picture data for lower resolution of the remaining 25 pictures and 
ASCII codes of the respective picture data. Thus, the picture data for lower resolution of the remaining 25 pictures and 

15 the ASCII codes are transferred at high speed as described above, and the remaining 25 pictures are displayed on the 
monitor unit 9. 

When 25 pictures are displayed as pictures for index on the monitor unit 9, user operates the operation unit 10 so 
as to select desired picture from these pictures. 

The system controller 6 detects, when the operation unit 10 is operated so that desired picture is designated, such 
20 designation of the desired picture to control the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to read out, from the optical 
disc 20, picture data of intermediate resolution corresponding to the selected picture. Thus, the disc recording/repro- 
ducing section 5c reads out picture data having intermediate resolution for display record on the optical disc 20. The 
picture data of intermediate resolution is delivered to the video memory 1 1b as described above. 

The memory controller 13 tenporarily stores, when the picture data of intermediate resolution is delivered to the 
25 video memory 1 1 b. this picture data of intermediate resolution to read out such picture data to deliver it to the monitor 
unit 9 through the D/A converter. Thus, the picture image selected by user is on the display screen of the monitor unit 
9 in a full screen size. 

In this case, the still picture (playback) system can select desired picture without displaying picture for index to dis- 
play it on the monitor unit 9. 

30 Namely, in the case where album in which desired picture is recorded and picture No. are known, user operates the 
ten key 50 provided on the operation unit 10 to designate that album, and to designate that picture No. 

Since 50 pictures can be recorded in one album as described above, user inputs a desired picture No. by the ten 
key 50 to thereby select the desired picture. Then, the user selects the desired picture No. thereafter to allow reproduc- 
tion (playback) key 41 to be turned ON, 

35 When the system controller 6 detects that the reproduction key 41 is turned ON, it controls the disc recording/repro- 
ducing section 5c so as to read out intermediate resolution picture data of picture No. of the designated album. Thus, 
picture data of intermediate resolution of the designated picture No. is read out from the optical disc 20, and picture 
image corresponding to the intermediate resolution picture data is displayed on the monitor unit 9. 

Moreover, such selection of desired picture can be carried out also by using retrieval key 52 provided on the oper- 

40 ation unit 10. Namely, when the retrieval key 52 is turned ON, the system controller 6 is brought into the retrieval mode. 
When the system controller 6 is placed in the retrieval mode, it allows the display section 26 to undergo display control 
so as to display, in order, characters of picture name, key word, recording date and recording time every time the cross 
key 54 is operated once. When user selects information to be inputted from the picture name, the key word, the record- 
ing date and recording time, he inputs picture name, key word, recording date or recording time of a picture to be 

45 retrieved by using the ten key 50 to allow the EXEC key 55 to be turned ON. 

Thus, the system controller 6 detects that the EXEC key 55 has been turned ON to start retrieval. Then, the system 
controller 6 retrieves picture corresponding to the picture name and key word, etc. to allow the display section 26 to 
undergo display control so as to display album No., album name, picture name and picture No., etc. of the picture thus 
retrieved. It is to be noted that in the case where there are plural corresponding pictures, the display section 26 is 

50 caused to undergo display control so as to display, plural times, album Nos. and album names, etc. 

Then, user selects desired picture from the picture names, etc. displayed on the display section 26 by using the 
cross key 54 to allow the reproduction key 41 to be turned ON. 

The system controller 6 detects, when the reproduction key 41 is turned ON. such ON operation to control the disc 
recording/reproducing section 5c so as to reproduce picture data of the selected picture. 

55 Thus, the designated picture data is read out from the optical disc 20. and is delivered to the monitor unit 9, on 
which it is displayed. 

In such cases that user cannot recognize what album is formed within the disc to have an intention to carry out 
reproduction of desired picture therefrom, he allows second index key 38b of the operation unit 10 to be turned ON. 
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Inrecording low resolution picture data onto the optical disc 20. lower resolution picture data recorded at th^honin 
n.ng respecth^e albums are recoided in ad^ce on the optical disc as respect^e dnti^Sli^ ^ 

.scpiS^^^^^^^ 

irrtot^s-^^^^^^ 

ratri^aVurSSrSpil^^^^ 
I «!«?'h."'^°^,k°* *^'«y"9 several pictures including the leading picture becomes more easv to 

2S For'tS !: ""'"''^ °* '^^^'"9 P'«"^^ 0' respeTe" burs as sS^ 

above. For this reason, third index key 38c is provided at the operation unit 10 

th. >!I^''^"^' Pictufe data onto the optical disc 20, low resolution picture data recorded at 
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tion of pictures recorded at the leading portions of respective albums and picture data of intermediate resolution, e.g.. 
up to third picture. 

Thus, the intermediate resolution picture data of respective pictures recorded at the leading portions of the respec- 
tive albums and the intermediate resolution picture data up to the third picture are reproduced from the optical disc 20 

5 by the disc recording/reproducing section 5c, and are transferred to the video memory 11b as described above. The 
memory controller 13 immediately reads out, when the respective intermediate resolution picture data are stored into 
the video memory 1 1 b, such picture data to deliver them to the monitor unit 9. 

Thus, pictures recorded as pictures from the leading picture of respective albums up to the third picture can be suc- 
cessively displayed. As a result, user can retrieve desired album at a higher speed. 

10 In the case where user sheets desired album from albums (pictures) successively displayed in this way, he allows 
the stop key 42 to be turned ON when the desired picture is displayed. The system controller 6 is operative so that when 
the stop key 42 is turned ON in such state, it recognizes that album to which picture displayed at the time point when 
the stop key 42 is turned ON belongs is designated to carry out playback or reproduction and/or editing, etc. on the 
basis of the album at times subsequent thereto. 

15 As stated above, a predetermined number of low resolution picture data for index are recorded onto the optical disc 
20 in advance to read out the index file when the respective index keys 38a to 38d are turned ON to display the prede- 
termined number of low resolution picture data indicating the contents of respective albums (picture directories) within 
one picture on screen, thereby making it possible to retrieve a desired album (picture directory) at a high speed. 
Moreover, since the predetermined number of low resolution picture data are recorded as index file only picture on 

20 the optical disc 20, an approach is employed at the time of index display to retrieve one index file from the disc to read 
out it. thereby making it possible to display the predetermined number of low resolution picture data. Thus, index display 
can be carried out at a high speed. 

Moreover, this still picture system can directly designate desired picture without displaying the picture for index to 
display it on the monitor unit 9. 

25 Namely, in the case where album in which desired picture is recorded and picture No. are known, user operates 
album key 33, ten key 50, return key 39 and feed key 40 provided at the operation unit 10 as described above to input 
desired album and desired picture No. Then, user selects the desired picture No. thereafter to allow the reproduction 
key 41 to be turned ON. 

The system controller 6 is operative so that when it detects that the reproduction key 41 is turned ON, it controls 
30 the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to read out intermediate resolution picture data of picture No. of the 
designated album. Thus, intermediate resolution picture data of the designated picture No. is read out from the optical 
disc 20, and picture corresponding to the picture data of intermediate resolution is displayed on the monitor unit 9. 

Further, this still picture system can also retrieve desired picture by using retrieval key 52 provided at the operation 
unit 10. 

35 Namely, when the retrieval key 52 is turned ON. the system controller 6 is brought into retrieval mode. When the 
system controller 6 is placed in the retrieval mode, it allows the display section 26 to undergo display control so as to 
display, in order, characters of picture name, key word, recording date and recording time every time the cross key 54 
is operated once. When user selects information to be inputted from the picture name, the key word, the recording date 
and recording time, he inputs picture name, key word, recording date or recording time of picture to be retrieved by 

40 using the ten key 50 to allow the EXEC key 55 to be turned ON. 

Thus, the system controller 6 detects that the EXEC key 55 has been turned ON to start retrieval. Further, this con- 
troller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to read out lower resolution picture data of the retrieved 
picture. It is to be noted that in the case where a plurality of pictures are retrieved by such retrieval, the system controller 
6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to read out lower resolution picture data of the plural pictures. 

45 Thus, the lower resolution picture data of the retrieved picture is delivered to the video memory 1 1b. The memory 
controller 13 reads out. when the low resolution picture data is stored into the video memory lib, such data to deliver 
it to the monitor unit 9. 

Then, user looks at the picture image displayed on the monitor unit 9 to recognize desired picture to input album 
No. and picture No. of this picture to allow the reproduction key 41 to be turned ON. The system controller 6 allows the 
50 disc recording/reproducing section 5c to undergo read-out control so as to reproduce intermediate resolution picture 
data of the designated picture No. from the designated album. 

Thus, the intermediate resolution picture data of the desired picture is delivered to the monitor unit 9 through the 
video memory 1 lb, and the retrieved desired picture (image) is displayed on the monitor unit 9. 

55 11. [Playback (reproduction) and display of Index picture] 

The playback (reproduction) and display operations of index picture in the still picture system will now be described 
in more detail with reference to the flowchart of FIG. 37. 
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At the step S120. user inserts optical disc 20 into disc insertion hole 30 shown in FIG 8 "men the orocessinn ™,or 
' exist, the processing operation proce«is to step Si 22 ^ '^"'^ '^P^"'^ 

-rh,.c^ir/ ^^'^ ^ f"^'^ '"dexfile within the directory retrieved at the steo S130 

Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S1 32. reinevea at me step SI 30. 

At ttie step S132, the system controller 6 allows the monitor unit 9 to undergo display control so as to disniav thP 
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At the step S133, the system controller 6 detects operation state of the operation unit 10 to thereby discriminate 
whether or not designation of picture that user desires is made from index pictures displayed on the monitor unit 9. In 
the case of No., the processing operation proceeds to step S134. In the case of Yes, the processing operation proceeds 
to step SI 36. 

At the step SI 34, the system controller 6 detects the operation state of the operation unit 1 0 to thereby discriminate 
whether or not designation of display of the next picture index file (corresponding to the remaining 25 pictures) is made. 
In the case of No., the processing operation returns to the above-described step SI 33. In the case of Yes. the process- 
ing operation proceeds to step SI 35. 

At the step S1 35. the system controller 6 allows the monitor unit 9 to undergo display control so as to display picture 
index files corresponding to the remaining 25 pictures thereon. Thus, the processing operation returns to the above- 
described step Si 33. 

On the other hand, at the step SI 33, in the case where it is discriminated that designation of Index picture is made, 
the processing operation proceeds to step SI 36. At this step, the system controller 6 retrieves higher resolution picture 
file and intermediate resolution picture file con'esponding to the designated index picture. Thus, the processing opera- 
tion proceeds to step SI 37. 

In more practical sense, the system controller 6 selects picture data management file con-espondtng to the direc- 
tory in which displayed index file exists from respective picture data management files of respective directories stored 
in the RAM 6a. In the picture information units (16 bytes x N) of the selected picture data management file, there are 
registered picture information units of 16 bytes having the same number as the number (N) of indices registered in the 
picture index file. In addition, these picture information units are recorded in order so as to correspond to the order of 
displayed indices. 

For example, the case where 25 index picture displayed by the picture index file is index file of the first directory and 
the fourth index picture is designated from the index file will be described below. Since the displayed index file is the 
index file of the first picture directory the system controller 6 first makes reference to data of the first picture data man- 
agement file in the RAM 6a. When the fourth index picture is designated by user, retrieval of the fourth picture informa- 
tion unit of the picture data file to which reference has been made is carried out. In data of the retrieved picture 
information unit, data of "00000" is recorded as the directory No. and data of "00003" is recorded as picture information. 
Accordingly with respect to the picture file of high resolution corresponding to designated index picture, file name in the 
directory TICOOOOO" is judged to be "PHP000003". With respect to the picture file of intermediate resolution, file name 
in the directory TICOOOOO" is judged to be "PSN00003". 

It is to be noted that when index picture is selected as described above to retrieve picture files of high resolution 
and intermediate resolution corresponding thereto, an approach is employed such that, on the basis of data in the pic- 
ture information unit of the picture management file, picture file con'esponding thereto is necessarily retrieved. 

For example, when position of the index picture is changed by editing, etc. which will be described later, any differ- 
ence takes place between the display order of index pictures and the picture No. of picture files. However, in the still 
picture system, since the display order of index pictures and picture number of picture file are in correspondence with 
each other, even in the case where display order of index pictures is changed, correspondence relationship between 
index pictures and picture files of high resolution and intermediate resolution is attained by the picture information unit 
of the picture data management file. The detail thereof will be described in the chapter of "Edit of picture" which will be 
referred to later. 

At the step S137, the system controller 6 detects operation state of the operation unit 10 to ther^y discriminate 
whether or not monitor display of the retrieved picture file of the intermediate resolution is designated. In the case of 
Yes, the processing operation proceeds to step Si 38. In the case of No., this step SI 37 is repeated. 

At the step S138, the system controller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to read out data 
of the retrieved picture file of intermediate resolution to allow the monitor unit 9 to undergo display control so as to dis- 
play the picture file of intermediate resolution reproduced by such a control, and to discriminate whether or not desig- 
nation of print out of the retrieved picture file of high resolution. As a result, in the case of No, the step S138 is repeated. 
On the other hand, in the case of Yes, the system controller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as 
to read out the retrieved picture file of high resolution to deliver it to tiie printer unit 2 through the main memory 11a. 
Thus, the entire routine of reproduction and display of tine index picture shown in FIG. 37 is completed. 

In tills example, at the printer unit 2 to which the picture file of high resolution has been delivered, the high resolu- 
tion picture data delivered as respective data of R, G, B are converted into yellow (Y), magenta (M) and cyan (C) to print 
these data onto the printer paper by the thermal head in order from the Y data. 

12. [Retrieval of file and picture directory] 

Explanation will be given in tiie case where, e.g.. picture file f5 (PSNOOOOO. PMP) is retrieved with reference to ttie 
hierarchical structure of file which has been described witii reference to tiie FIG. 1 9 mentioned above, etc. This retrieval 
operation Is as indicated by the flow chart of FIG. 38. The processing operation by the flowchart shown in FIG. 38 starts 
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operation proceeds to step S142 •"'wtung oireciory (Pio_MD). Thus, the processing 

for Jr «»^°«" in F'G- 19. since the thiol DR unrt of the DRB irKlicating Sty m 2 DR unit 

catng picture directory D2 is DRB indicated by management block number "0005" ™^ 
«,h.S" °";!,' t*^e step S147. the system controller 6 successively retrieves DR unit within the DRB to i.riop 
whether or not DR unrt for directory tor irxlicating designated picture directory exists In the^L^X^o e ?n ie S« 

wiinin ine iinKeo tirst DRB). the processing operation proceeds to step S144 It is to be nntpH that in ^ 
picture file f5 is retrieved in the fOe hierarchical structure of FIG> 20 SceVRB ind c^ng S^^^ DUPirWDTa^' 

is DR ^ilt H T ^'T"'^ ^ °' DRB indicating ^cture directory D2 

step Si2 • °' '^^ operation prSeS? 

Sid^wlln '^J.*'!! ® P™^'"*^ ^" to 3'"^tion block position retrieved at the steo 

S145 with^^ thefile extents area to confirm that the picturefile f5 exists at the position to which access hirbeen ml? 
It IS po^ible 0 reproduce picture file f5 with the access position being as theleading portdn 

Moreo™.. since Infcrmatloii rMng Uj Sia hIenrcMcal (JteOoiy snjcure are coocertrMed Info th. ™ 



42 



EP 0 730 368 A1 



13. [Edit of picture] 

When recording of picture is completed as described above, it becomes possible to can*y out editing of index pic- 
ture by selection of user. The editing of picture refers to out, e.g., work for moving picture data of a certain picture direc- 
tory to another picture director, and work for carrying out switching of index picture within the same directory to change 
display order of index pictures. 

The example where the fifth index picture displayed within the first directory and picture data of high resolution is 
moved to the tenth display position of the second directory will be described below with reference to the flowchart of 
FIG. 39. 

The processing operation by the flowchart shown in FIG. 39 starts when recording of a desired picture is completed 
and user allows the edit designation key to be turned ON the proceed to step S151 . 

At the step S151, the system controller 6 reads out index file of (the first) directory of movement source to control 
the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to display 25 index pictures. Thus, the processing operation proceeds 
to step S152 (see the chapter of reproducing operation). 

At the step SI 52, the system controller 6 discriminates whether or not index picture to be moved within the directory 
of movement source is designated (whether or not index picture displayed at the fifth position (location) of the first direc- 
tory is designated). In the case of No. , this step S1 52 is repeated, in the case of Yes, the processing operation proceeds 
to step S1 53. 

At the step S153. the system controller 6 detects operation state of the operation unit 10 to thereby discriminate 
whether or not directory of movement destination and movement position are designated (the original picture is moved 
to the tenth index picture of the second directory in the case of this example). In the case of No., this step SI 53 is 
repeated. In the case of Yes. the processing operation proceeds to step 8154. 

At the step S154, the system controller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5c. etc. so as to read out 
ail index pictures of index file of directory of movement source and all index pictures of index file of directory of move: 
ment destination into the main memory 11a. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step SI 55. 

At the step Si 55. the system controller 6 controls the memory controller 13 so as to move only the designated 
Index picture (including header as well) from the index file of source of movement (first directory) to index file of desti- 
nation of movement (second directory). Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step SI 56. 

Namely in the picture index file, respective index pictures have fixed capacity of 4096 bytes in all including the 
header and the data body. Accordingly since, in this example, 4096 bytes subsequent to 4096 x 3 bytes from the lead- 
ing portion of the file is determined to be data of the fourth index picture (including header as well), position of index 
picture within the picture index file can be easily grasped. Similarly, destination of movement of data of the index picture 
(4096 bytes) to be moved is designated to be area subsequent to 4096 x 9 bytes of index file of (the second) directory 
of destination of movement, and is inserted into the area (this operation is not ovennn-ite operation). 

At the step S156, the system controller 6 controls the memory controller 13 so as to carry out editing control to 
delete (erase) the moved Index picture on the index file of source of movement to update file to supplement the moved 
Index picture of the index file of destination of movement. Then, the system controller 6 updates the file of destination 
of movement. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step SI 57. 

At the step SI 57, the system controller 6 re-records, at the same portion on the disc, the index file of the source of 
movement and the index file of the destination of movement which have been respectively edited. Thus, the processing 
operation proceeds to step S158. It is to be noted that if there is any other portion where the area can be ensured in 
place of the same portion, that portion may be employed (utilized). 

At the step Si 58. the system controller 6 moves, in the RAM 6a, picture information unit recorded at the fifth record- 
ing position of plural picture information units (16 bytes) which have been recorded within the picture data management 
file of source of movement (first directory) to the tenth unit within the picture data management file of destination of 
movement (second directory) without changing data. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S159. It is to be 
noted that any updating is not implemented to files of picture data of high resolution and intermediate resolution. 

At the step SI 59. the system controller 6 discriminates whether or not the eject key 32 of the operation unit 10 is 
turned ON to thereby discriminate whether or not the disc eject is designated. In the case of No, this step SI 59 is 
repeated. In the case of Yes, the processing operation proceeds to step SI 60. 

At the step SI 60, the system controller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5C so as to read out data 
U-TOC, overall information management file and picture data management file in the RAM 6a to write them onto the 
disc to thereby update the respective data. Thus, the entire routine according to the editing operation of picture is com- 
pleted. 

The example of a recording medium where there is provided header in which data for carrying out correspondence 
with display order of Index picture is recorded at the leading portion of the file of high resolution picture data or interme- 
diate resolution picture data is taken here. In such a recording medium, when attempt is made to carry out editing oper- 
ation as described above, data of the header Is rewritten, thereby to ensure correspondence with the display order of 
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the second recordina oosi^n «^::'rir!™^ of 16 bytes is inserted into 

is Changed within the Sme dirSy only SrSl f iS^^^^ 1"'"' °' ^'^'^V °' "^^ ^^^^ 

actual picture data are not rewritten. .nfbrmation unit in the RAM are rewritten, but 

14 (Print operation] 

operrt^^^SelSr^:^^^ 

input unit 8 similarly to the above InTe raseThere !ie dI^pSL 1 Z"^"^*" "^"""^ ' ^'^^^^ 
in thirrClTporrrnTeTS^^ 

allows the main memory 1 ^l^mS^or^l^Z^^^ ^ '^^^ P^"* designated, it 

in the main memory lia is^ad oSS S^fS^^^ 13 so that picture data stored 

is delivered to data conversio7circr2a JpL^ "^"^ ^^^^ '^"^ '"^^ -"^nory 1 1a 

has b'rrnTidrf rSfi m^^^^^^ T^^Z^'T^'^ ^"^'^ '"^ -^'"^ which 

s^lSSTpiSfrfp^^^^^ 

is implemented to the pictiTeTm^e SvS r^^^^^^^ 

has been caused to unSgo Sre pSeC " ' ' " *° """^ ^'""^^ "^"^^ 

toprint«.usroperare:^^rgt,:r:y^^^^^ 

system controller 6 controls the picture prS:es^n1 ^'Z Tl^Tf^TlTJ!^ enlargement key is operated, the 
by the time (period) during which the enlara^ent kT l I . *° '^"^ enlargement processing 

inal picture) is displayed on the rronitorinrr^^^ ^^^^^ 
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enlarged picture in dependency upon the operation state of the cross key 54. Thus, picture image in which the portion 
that user desires of the original picture is enlarged is displayed on the monitor unit 9. 

In the case where the original picture is subjected to print in contracted state, user operates contraction key pro- 
vided at the operation unit 10. When the contraction key is operated, the system controller 6 controls the picture 

5 processing circuit 12 so as to canry out contraction processing with the center point of display picture being as center 
by the time (period) during which the contraction key is operated. The picture processing circuit 1 2 forms contracted pic- 
ture data by thinning processing. The menrory controller 1 3 temporarily writes, into the video memory 1 1 b. picture data 
which has been caused to undergo contraction processing by the picture processing circuit 12 to read out such picture 
data therefrom to deliver it to the monitor unit 9. Thus, the contracted original picture is displayed on the monitor unit 9. 

10 It is to be noted that in the case where display size of the original picture is less than the display size by the contraction 
processing, original picture image in a form such that, e.g.. the peripheral portion is surrounded by black picture (other 
color picture such as white picture, etc. may be used). 

For example, in the case where user desires to print lateral picture as longitudinal picture, or in the case where user 
prints longitudinal picture as lateral picture in a manner opposite to the above, etc., he operates the rotation key pro- 

15 vided at the operation unit 10. The system controller carries out read-out control of picture data stored in the video 
memory 1 1 b so that picture displayed on the monitor unit 9 is displayed in the state rotated by 90 degrees in clockwise 
direction every time the rotation key is operated once. Thus, lateral picture is displayed as longitudinal picture, or longi- 
tudinal picture is displayed as lateral picture on the monitor unit 9. 

In the case where user desires to print picture image displayed on the monitor unit 9 in an inverted state where such 

20 picture image is projected on the mirror, he operates the mirror key provided at the operation unit 10. The system con- 
troller 6 controls the memory controller 13 so as to display picture in an inverted state every time the mirror key is oper- 
ated. Thus, original picture image is displayed in the inverted state on the monitor unit 9. 

In the case where user desires to carry out color processing with respect to display picture to print it as in the case 
where, e.g., he desires to emphasize red of picture image displayed on the monitor unit 9, he operates gain operation 

25 keys for respective colors of R, G. B provided at the operation unit 10. As described above, gains of respective colors 
can be adjusted at 1/256 (8 bits) Intervals between magnification of 0 to 5. For this reason, the system controller 6 con- 
trols, in the + (plus) direction or in the - (minus) direction, gain of variable amplifier for respectively picture data of 
respective colors by the time corresponding to operation when operation keys of respective colors are operated. Thus, 
picture Image in which, e.g.. red is emphasized, which Is picture corresponding to the color processing, is displayed on 

30 the monitor unit 9. 

In the case where user desires to print picture in which contrast, brightness, sharpness, saturation and/or hue are 
controlled, he operates respective control keys provided at the operation unit 10. When the respective control keys are 
operated, the system controller 6 controls respective sect ions so as to respectively control contrast, brightness, sharp- 
ness, saturation and hue in dependency upon such operation. Thus, picture image in which the contrast, the brightness, 
35 the sharpness, the saturation, and/or the hue are adjusted is displayed on the monitor unit 9. 

All of the above-mentioned picture adjustment can be adjusted by dedicated keys provided at the operation unit 1 0. 
Accordingly, user can carry out designation such as enlargement, contraction or color processing, etc. while looking at 
actually displayed picture. 

Selection of print size, selection of multi mode, selection of presence or absence of print of caption, etc., and selec- 

40 tlon of caption to be subjected to print can be carried out by operating the print designation key When the print desig- 
nation key is operated, the system controller 6 displays. In a form superimposed on a picture image displayed at 
present. Item for carrying out selection of the print size, selection of the multi mode, selection of presence or absence 
of print of caption, etc., and selection of caption to be subjected to print. User operates the cross key 54 to thereby move 
cursor displayed within picture on screen to select these items. 

45 initially, when the item of the "print size" Is selected, the system controller 6 displays respective select items of E 
size, L size, K size, cabinet (LL size), one sixth size, quarter size, A6 size, A5 size, A4 size. A3 size, and non-regular 
shape. User operates the cross key 54 to designate print size from these select Items. 

In the case where "non-regular shape" is selected by the Item of the print size, the system controller 6 displays input 
picture of size of lateral direction (X direction) and size of longitudinal direction (Y direction). These respective sizes can 

50 be set In mm units. User Inputs desired print size by using ten key 50 provided at the operation unit 1 0 to designate It. 
When the item of the "multi (multiple) mode" is selected, the system controller 6 displays select Item for selecting 
multi-number of pictures of 2, 4, 6, 8 and 16. This Item of "multi-mode" is the item for selecting how many number of the 
same pictures are subjected to print within a single print paper. For example, in the case where the select item of four 
pictures is selected, the print area of the print paper is quartered (is divided into four portions). Thus, the same picture 

55 Images displayed on the monitor unit 9 are respectively subjected to print into the print areas thus divided. 

When the Item of the "caption" is selected, the system controller 6 displays select item for selecting name table, 
comment table, and option table. It is sufficient for user to select desired item to be subjected to print from the select 
items. For example. In the case where "name table" Is selected from these items, caption attached to corresponding pic- 
ture is subjected to print along with picture image displayed on the monitor unit 9. 
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When user designates print size and/or color processing, etc in this wav he nnpratoc tha H^f^r^,^^*: ^ 
h.r IT^ • wT"* '"^^ fr^-" P''*'^* directory Vo. up to hue shoTTFTG gf 

15 (Portable recordingAeprodudng device] 

The picture control apparatus, the recording medium, the picture control system and the Dicture control m^r^ 
'"^Sr^t ™""h" T "L^""* *° ' recording^eproducing dLce'^^r 1 io^ inVTc^ 

innfrlJL^ ! recording/reproducing device is ol portable size and is easy to canTNamely this ^J ^Td- 
.r^reproducing devK:e rs of a structure such that general user is easy to handle. ThisUable e^rd^XrcSSim 
da«ce includes a vrdeo input unrt 100 for taking picture data from scanner unit or video tape recor?^ XmemT 
which ,s eternal equipment into the portable recording/reproducing device, and a displayTnit lS whicl?^ a colaS 
qud crystal display unit for displa^ng picture image taken in from the external equipment or pirretaSe reVZS 

i-nplementing pirture processing designated from user to the picture image taken in fr<mi the external equtoment an 
operation unit 103 for designating the picture processing, etc.. a thinning and compression/expansion prSSfcS 
Z compression/expansion processing to picture data, a stooge unil Kre^SS 

andreproducing with respect to theoptical disc, the picturedata which has been caused to urSergoJ^^^^ 
pr^sion/expansion processing and fbced length encoding by the tinning and compressioJe^L pSs^^bToS 
104. and a system controller 106 for controlling the operation of the entirety of'the port^S reZii^^SS^ 

Further the video input unit 100 and the display unit 101 are connected to the picture processina block 102 thP 

t r""'*"' *° ''l?''*'" ^^"^^^ S^sX .Stro^^ 

' u, ^ ^"^'^ processing block 102, the system controller 106, the thinning and compression/exoansion 

KeZSJJi r - - ^- 

ninn?nr"^^ '''^ '^^^^^^ ^^^'^^ P'''*^® processing block 102. the operation block 103 the thin- 

rilcZ^^N "^"T '^'^^ the system controller 106 and^e buste 

107 of such portable recoiding/reproducing device respectively correspond to the video input unit 8 the monitor uni 9 
he operation unit 10 the thinning and compression/expansion processing block 4. the storage unrt rthTsSem 1 

to ^not^h^H?^ Ii°' 5" "^'^ ^'^^ ' ■ ^"^ P«*^- °P«^««°"' Similar to t^e Sre ^ s 

Zi^ S^ I recording/reproducing de>«ce is made up so that it is inexpensive by taking into c^side 

provided and scanner unit 1 and pnnter unit 2 as in the above^escribed still picture system are not provid^ In ai? 
tion pnnt control data which have been described with reference to FIG. 31 are recorted onto the SSS disc aC 

TJ'ZT" I '''' y ' ''''' ^^^"9 the Still picture system in wh oh pTnS u^S^^s pro 
vided friereby making it possible to obtain a desired still picture without designating the number of pHnts ete 

d..r?h J^^"! t ^^'^ '"^'^ P^^^ recordingAeproducing device will now be 

descnbed. The recording operation for print control data in the portable recording/reproducing device is Jm a" to the 
recording operation ,n the aboveKlescribed still picture system, and is as sho^nTn the fJ^cSro^RG 41 l^e 

=N°creSr^s:.^*^""^"*^^^'"^^^^"^^^ 

^ sys'em controller 106 detects that the optical disc is loaded in the storage unit 105 Thus the 

processmg operation proceeds to step S222. It Is to be noted that the storage unit 105 is adapt^ tr^iv outriri 
ing/reproduction of high resolution picture data, intermediate resolution ^cSure data, low reSSon Se datT^ 

disc 20 ^ "P**^' '^^ as that of the oS 

rrJ* ^^^'^ '^'"^^^ storage unit 105 so as to read there into P-TOC and U- 

. ""f ^ to thereby detect presence or absence of respective data of P-TOC ai U TOcSansfX^ 
to thereby discnmina^e whether or not P-TOC and U-TOC exist on the disc. As a result in the case <rf No thrproS 

plete the entire routine shown in FIG. 41 . In the case of Yes. the processing operation proceeds to step S223 

TOP 1!^ the system controller 106 controls the storage unit 105 so as to read there into P-TOC and U- 

TOC. and confirms recorting position of data U-TOC. "mus. the processing operation proceeds to step S224 
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At the step S224, the system controller 106 controls the storage unit 105 so as read there Into data U-TOC on the 
optical disc. Then, the system controller 106 conducts an operation to temporarily store data of the data U-TOC into the 
RAM 106a of the system controller 106, and to read out it therefrom to thereby grasp positions of respective picture 
directories and respective files. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S225. 

At the step S225, the system controller 106 discriminates on the basis of the data of the data U-TOC stored in the 
RAM 106a whether or not directory (PIC_MD) and overall information management file exist to thereby discriminate 
whether or not the optical disc is formatted for recording of picture data. As a result, in the case of Yes, the processing 
operation proceeds to step S226. In the case of No, the processing operation proceeds to step S247 to carry out display 
control so as to display disc error on the display unit 101 , thus to complete the entire routine shown in FIG. 41 . 

At the step S226, the system controller 106 controls the storage unit 105 so as to read out all management files 
such as overall information management file, picture data management file and print data management file, etc., and 
temporarily stores the all management files thus read out into the RAM 1 06a. Thus, the processing operation proceeds 
to step S227. 

At the step S227, the system controller 106 is brought into print out setting mode for recording print control data. 
Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S228. 

At the step S228, the system controller 1 06 detects operation state of the operation unit 1 03 to thereby discriminate 
whether or not designation of picture to carry out recording of print control data is made from user. In the case of Yes, 
the processing operation proceeds to step S238. In the case of No. the processing operation proceeds to step S229. 

At the step S229, since designation of picture to carry out picture adjustment is not made from user, the system 
controller 106 controls the storage unit 105 so as to carry out retrieval of the overall index file. Thus, the processing 
operation proceeds to step S230. 

At the step S230, the system controller 106 controls the display unit 101 so as to display the overall index file 
retrieved at the step S229. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S231 . 

At the step S231 . the system controller 106 detects operation state of the operation unit 103 to thereby discriminate 
whether or not designation of index picture is made. In the case of No, the step S231 is repeated until the index picture 
is designated. In the case of Yes. the processing operation proceeds to step S232. 

At the step S232, the system controller 106 retrieves picture directory corresponding to the index picture desig- 
nated at the step S231 . Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S233. 

In more practical sense, picture directory information units (data of 48 bytes) in the overall information management 
file stored in the RAM 106a are registered by the same number as the number of index pictures (= the number of picture 
directories) displayed, and are recorded in order in a manner to correspond to display order of the index pictures. Expla- 
nation will be given by taking the example where, e.g., the second index picture displayed by the overall information 
management file is designated. Initially, picture directory information unit of 48 bytes corresponding to the designated 
second index file is recorded at the second position from the leading portion. Data of "00001" is recorded at the direc- 
tory number of the second picture directory information unit. By this data, it is recognized that the directory where this 
index picture is recorded is the picture directory of the second PIC0001 . 

At the step S233, the system controller 106 retrieves picture index file within the picture directory retrieved at the 
step S232 on the basis of data of the RAM 106a. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S234. 

At the step S234, the system controller 106 carries out display control of the display unit 101 so as to display the 
first picture index file (including 25 index pictures) within the retrieved picture directory Thus, the processing operation 
proceeds to step S235. 

At the step S235. the system controller 1 06 detects operation state of the operation unit 1 03 to thereby discriminate 
whether index picture that user desires is designated from the displayed index picture. In the case of Yes, the process- 
ing operation proceeds to step S238. In the case of No, the processing operation proceeds to step S236. 

At the step S236. the system controller 1 06 detects operation state of the operation unit 1 03 to thereby discriminate 
whether or not designation of display of the next picture Index file (including the remaining 25 index pictures). In the 
case of No, the processing operation returns to the above-described step S235. In the case of Yes, the processing oper- 
ation proceeds to step S237. 

At the step S237, the system controller 106 conducts a control to display, on the display unit 101 , the remaining 25 
index pictures. Thus, the processing operation returns to the step S235. 

On the other hand, at the step S235, in the case where it Is discriminated that designation of index picture is 
present, the processing operation proceeds to step S238. The system controller 106 retrieves high resolution picture 
file or intermediate resolution picture file corresponding to the designated index picture. Thus, the processing operation 
proceeds to step S239. 

In more practical sense, the system controller 106 selects picture data management file con-esponding to the pic- 
ture directory where displayed index file exists from respective picture data management file of respective picture direc- 
tories stored in the RAM 106a. In the picture information unit (16 bytes) of the selected picture data management file, 
the same number of picture information units as the number (N) of indices registered in the picture index file are regis- 
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Sy^l^diSs '^^^ '"fo^-^ton units are recorded in oreJer in a manner to correspond to the oider of the 

• JH!^^^.^^^- '"^^ ^""^ '"^^ "® °* '"^ Pi<=*"fe directory and the fourth Index picture is des- 
.gnatedfronittet irtex file v«ll be describe 

ttie fourth index picture ,s designated by user, there is carried out retries! of the fourth picture information unit of the 
nT'.S^nl^f."'^"^":!* *° "^"^ ^"'"'""^ "^'"9 '^'^ *e retrieved picture infom^ion unit 

witt, respect to the picture f rte of intermediate resolution corresponding to the designated index picture, f Ue name inle 
picture directory "PICOOOOO" is judged to be "PSN00003". lenamemine 

It is to be noted ttvat when index picture is selected as described above to retrieve picture file of intermediate reso- 
^ *.ereto picture file coiresponding to data in the picture information unit of the picture data man- 
agement file is retrieved on the basis of that data, uaiaiiwfi 

At Step S239 the system controller 106 can-ies out display control of the display unit 101 so as to display picture of 
intermediate resoluton reproduced by the storage unit 105. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to stepS 

M the step S240. the system controller 106 forms print control data designated as the result of the fact that user 
operates the operation unit 1 03. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S241 

In more practical sense, for example, in the case v^ere there is a necessity of enlarging desired portion of picture 
displayed on thedisplay unit 101 toprint it. user operates the enlargememi^ey prodded a'^^ 
the enlargement key is operated, the system controller 106 controls the picture processing block 102 so as to carry out 
en argement processing with the center point of display picture being as center by the time (period) during which the 
enlargement key is operated. The picture processing block 102 forms enlarged picture data by interpolation processina 
The system controller 106 conductsdisplay control Of thedisplay unit 101 so astodi 

i^^^Z ?° enlargement processing by the picture processing block 102. Thus, picture image in which the por- 

ni«v,^„r;m °^T^- '^.^ ^ The system controller 106 controls the dis- 

play unit 01 so as to display the enlarged picture image in dependency upon operation state of the cross key while 
n^r IciL" ^ ^"^ "9ht directions. Thus, picture image in which the portion that 

user desires IS enlarged of the original picture is displayed on the display unit 101 

In the case where there is a necessity of contracting the original picture to print it. user operates the contraction key 
provided at the operation unit 103. When this contraction key is operated, the system controL 106 controls the S 
processing block 1 02 so as to carry out contract ion processing with the center point of display picture being as center 
nL rlTf 'ri^ '"^ contraction key is operated. The picture processing block 102 forms contracted 

picture data by thinning processing. The system controller 106 delivers, to the display unit 101, picture data which has 
been caused to undergo contraction processing by the picture processing block 102. Thus, the contracted original pic- 

IS less than display size by the contraction processing, original picture image in such a form that, e.g.. the peripheral 
portion IS surrounded by black picture(other color picture such as white picture, etc. may b^ 

B,oOVQ) IS diSpldy6Ci. 

Such enlargement processing or contraction processing for picture designates extraction position, ete of the oria- 
inal picture. As described above, in the case where enlargement or contraction processing is designated the system 
controller 106 ralculates respective trimming data such as picture extraction start position (X. Y) and exbaction size (X 
Y) which have been described with reference to FIG. 31. Namely, the system controller 106 calculates data indicating 
picture proofing state of picture image displayed on the display unit 101 after undergone enlargement or contraction 
processing. As described later, these data are recorded as print conti-ol data into the print data file 

In the case where there is a necessity of allowing, e.g.. lateral picture to undergo print as tongitudinal picture or in 
the case where tiiere is a necessity of allowing longitudinal picture to undergo print as lateral picture in a manner oppo- 
site to the above, etc.. user operates the rotation key provided at tiie operation unit 103. The system controller 106 con- 
sols the picture processing block and the display unit 101 so ttiat picture image displayed on the display unit 101 is 
displayed m the state rotated by 90 degrees in clockwise direction every time the rotation key is operated once Thus 
l^eral picture is displayed as tongitudinal picture, or longitudinal picture is displayed as lateral picture on the display unit 

In the case where such rotation processing of picture is designated, the system controller 106 calculates print con- 
trol data of rotation ID which has been described with reference to FIG. 31 to record this data into the print data file as 
print control data. 

In the c^e where there is a necessity of allowing picture image displayed on ttie display unit 101 to undergo print 
in the inverted (reversed) state like in the state where picture image is projected, user operates mirror key providai at 
the operation unit 103. The system controller 106 conti-ols the picture processing block 102 and the display unit 101 so 
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as to display picture in inverted (reversed) state every time the mirror key is operated. Thus, the original picture is dis- 
played in the inverted state on the display unit 101 . 

When such reversal processing is designated, the system controller 106 calculates print control data of the mirror 
ID which has been described with reference to FIG. 31 to record this data into the print data file as print control data. 

5 In the case where there is a necessity of carrying out color processing with respect to display picture to print it, such 
as. for example, in the case of emphasizing red of picture displayed on the display unit 101 , user operates gain opera- 
tion keys for respective colors of R, G, B provkJed at the operation unit 103, As described above, gains of respective 
colors can be adjusted at 1/256 (8 bits) intervals within the range of magnification of 0 to 5. For this reason, when the 
operation key are operated, the system controller 106 controls, in the + direction or in the - direction, gain of variable 

10 amplifier for amplifying picture data of respective colors by the time corresponding to the operation. Thus, picture image 
corresponding to the color processing, e.g., picture image in which red is emphasized is displayed. 

When such color processing is implemented, the system controller 106 calculates respective print control data of 
color processing ID, R gain, G gain and B gain which have been described with reference to FIG. 31 to record them into 
print data file as print control data. 

IS In the case where there is a necessity of carrying out print operation of picture in which contrast, brightness, sharp- 
ness, saturation and/or hue have been controlled, user operates respective control keys provided at the operation unit 
103. The system controller 106 is operative so that when the respective control keys are operated, it controls respective 
components so as to control contrast, brightness, sharpness, saturation and hue in dependency upon such operation. 
Thus, picture image in which the contrast, the brightness, the sharpness, the saturation and the hue have been adjusted 

20 Is displayed on the display unit 101. 

The system controller 1 06 is operative so that when the contrast, the brightness, the sharpness, the saturation, and 
the hue have been adjusted, it calculates respective print control data of the contrast, the brightness, the sharpness, 
the saturation and the hue which have been described with reference to FIG. 31 to record such data Into the print data 
file as print control data. 

25 All of above-mentioned picture adjustment can be adjusted by the dedicated keys provided at the operation unit 
103. Accordingly user can designate enlargement, contraction and/or color processing, etc. while looking at picture 
Image actually displayed. 

Namely, the respective print control data (extraction ID, extraction start position, extraction size, rotation ID, mirror 
ID. color processing ID. respective gains of R, G, B, contrast, brightness, sharpness, saturation and hue) formed by the 

30 above-mentioned picture adjustment are caused to serve as data indicating picture processing state of picture data dis- 
played on the display unit 101 as they are. 

Selection of print size, selection of multi-mode, selection of presence or absence of print of caption, etc., and selec- 
tion of caption to be subjected to print can be carried out by operating the print designation key provided at the operation 
unit 103. The system controller 106 is operative so that when the print designation key is operated, it displays items for 

35 carrying out selection of the print size, selection of multi-mode, selection of presence or absence of print of option and 
selection of caption to be subjected to print in a form superimposed on picture image currently displayed. User operates 
the cross key to thereby move cursor displayed within picture on screen to select these items. 

When the item of the "print size" is selected, the system controller 106 displays respective select items of E size, L 
size, K size, cabinet (LL size), one sixth size, quarter size. A6 size, A5 size, A4 size, A3 size and non-regular shape. 

40 User operates the cross key to designate print size from those items. When designation of this print size Is made, the 
system controller 1 06 calculates the designated print size to form this print control data. Data indicating print size of reg- 
ular shape is recorded into print data file as print control data. 

In the case where selection of "regular shape" is not carried out in the item of the print size, but "non-regular shape" 
is selected, the system controller 106 displays Input picture of size in lateral direction (X direction) and size in longitudi- 

45 nal direction (Y direction). Respective sizes can be set in mm units. User inputs desired print size by using ten key pro- 
vided at the operation unit 1 03 to designate it. The system controller 1 06 is operative so that when print size that user 
desires which does not exist within the regular shape is designated, it calculates print size of the designated non-regular 
(shape) size to form print control data of the non-regular shape designation which has been described with reference 
to FIG. 31 . Data indicating the non-regular (shape) size is recorded as print control data into the print data file. 

50 When the Item of the "multi-mode" is selected, the system controller 106 displays select items for selecting the 
number of multi-prints (pictures) of 2. 4, 6, 8 and 16. This is item for selecting how many number of the same pictures 
are subjected to print on a single print paper, in the case where, e.g., the select item of four (pictures) is selected, the 
print area of the print paper is quartered. Thus, the same pictures displayed on the display unit 101 are respectively 
subjected to print in divided respective print areas. For this reason, the system controller 106 is operative so that the 

55 number of multi-prints is designated, it forms print control data of multi-ID shown in FIG. 31 . and forms print control data 
corresponding to the designated number of multi-prints. Respective data indicating the multi-ID and the number of 
multi-prints are recorded as print control data into the print data file as has been respectively explained with reference 
to FIG. 31. 
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commert table, and option table, tt .s sufficient for user to select desired item to be subjected to print from these select 

^ ■ "^1^ '^""^ ^^'^ =«Pto"- etc. attached to the cor- 

responding picture is subjected to pnrtalorig with the picture dispte^^ 101. For this reason thesys- 

h'J "^f^*^^ P""* "'"fr"' «^ata of caption ID shown in 

«n«o„ in H u ^^'^ corresponding to the selected caption. Data indicating the 

Xire^e t^I^S^ '^"^^ ^ ^'"^ '^^^^ '^^'^ ''^^ '^^^^^^ ^plained 

When the system controller 106 forms print control data corresponding to designation by user in this way the 
processrng operation proceeds to step S241. way. me 

At the step S241 , the system controller 1 06 detects operation state of the operation unit 1 03 to thereby discriminate 
^ c-Ip " °* ^' P"-^ ^^fro' data is made. In the case of Yes. the processing operation proceeds to 

A^iJ! l^T • ^ ^"^^ ^^""'"9 standby state for determination. 

At the step S242. since all the pnnt control data are determined at the step S241. all the calculated print control 
date are redded into the RAM 106a as print information unit shown in FIG. 31 along with picture directory number the 

^^'^ picture which has been caused to undergo picture adjustment at the 

step b240. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S243. 

At the step S243. the system controller 106 detects operation state of the operation unit 1 03 to thereby discriminate 
whether or not picture to be subsequently subjected to picture adjustment is designated. In the case of No the process- 
ing operation proceeds to step S244. In the case of Yes. the processing operation proceeds to the step S229 By the 
routine from the step S229 to the step S243. print control data of new picture is formed 

Namely since these print information units are formed every pictures In correspondence with respective pictures 
which have beencaused to undergo picture adjustment, when the processing of the step S243 is completed the same 

r^d'IdlrS th^Sl^lS^^^ ^'^"'^ ^""^ "^"'^ *° """^"'3° P'^^^ adjustment are 

At the step S244 print date files of a file structure as shown in FIGS. 30 and 31 are recorded onto the optical disc 
20 with plural print information unit date formed in correspondence with respective pictures in the RAM I06a at the step 
S243 being as data body. When recording of the print date files is completed, the processing operation proceeds to step 

In more practical sense, explanation will be given by teWng the example where print date file of TRT001 PMO" is 
newly recorded as shown in FIG. 19. Since print date file of PRTOOO. PMO exists on the optical disc. "0001" is recorded 
as totel number of files in date of "total number of print date files " within the print date management file. The leading 
three characters of the file name of the print date file is "PRr. Since next three characters "nnn" are formed as numbera 
in OKder of formation of print date files, the newly formed file number becomes "001 ". Accordingly, file name of the new 
pnnt date f He is determined as "PRT001 . PMO". In the case of recording this file, the system controller 106 controls the 
storage unit 105 on the basis of date of date U-TGC recorded in the RAM 6a so that this print date file is recorded into 
trie print directory. 

,.JS,nlTf^ ^^"^^ ^""^ '^^^ ""^^ ■ P""* management information unit 

(see FIG. 26(a)) corresponding to this file is formed. In the print execution ID within the print date management infor- 

^"^"^ P""*®' P""* da*a recorded in the newly formed print date file 

rn 1 001 . PMO IS recorded. 

,-i ol^nnT^^- ^""^ "^^^ management information unit corresponding to the already recorded print date 

p2tS^> PMO "'^""^."ii*.!' P""*^' P""* ^'^"♦fol data ^eco-ded in the print 
date ^^e PRTOOO. PMO is recorded. Moreover, even if picture processing is implemented to picture date reproduced 
from the optical disc m print, there is no possibility that the picture date itself is updated. It is indicated that only the exe- 
cution ID IS updated from "OOh" into "01 h". and that picture is printed out. 

At step S245 the system controller 106 reads out print control date temporarily stored in the RAM 106a to control 
the storage unrt 1 205 so as to update date U-TOG, overall information management file, picture date management file 
and pnnt data management file on the optical disc in accordance with the print control data. TTius. the entire routine 
shown in FIG. 41 is completed. 

As steted above, this portable recording/reproducing device can record, onto the optical disc, print control date for 
designating print of corresponding picture date along with the corresponding picture date. For this reason by only 
reproducing (playing back) the optical disc, it is possible to easily recognize which picture is subjected to print among 
recorded pictures, in what state that picture is subjected to print, and how many number of pictures are subjected to 

print, etc. 
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16. [Print operation in the still picture system] 

As described above. In the portable recording/reproducing device, picture processing Is Implemented to the desig- 
nated picture data so that picture that user desires Is provided, plural print control data are formed as data indicating 
5 this picture processing, and these print control data are recorded onto the optical disc 20 as print data file. An operator 
who operates the still picture system shown in FIG. 1 loads the optical disc 20 into the still picture system to only des- 
ignate print out. whereby picture processing that use desires Is Implemented to the designated picture. Thus, print out 
operation thereof is carried out. 

The print operation in such still picture system is as shown In the flowchart of FIG. 42. The processing operation by 
10 this flowchart starts when the print out designation key of the operation unit 10 is turned ON to proceed to step S201 . 

At the step S201 , the system controller 6 detects that the optical disc 20 is loaded into the storage unit 5. Thus, the 
processing operation proceeds to step 8202. 

At the step S202, the system controller 6 controls the storage unit 5 so as to read there into P-TOC and U-TOC on 
the optical disc to tiiereby detect presence or absence of respective data of P-TOC and U-TOC transferred to tiiereby 
15 discriminate whether or not P-TOC and U-TOC exist on tiie disc. As a result, in the case of No, the processing operation 
proceeds to step S21 8 to carry out display control of the monitor unit 9 so as to display disc error to complete the entire 
routine shown in FIG. 42. In the case of Yes, the processing proceeds to step S203. 

At the step S203, the system controller 6 controls the storage unit 5 so as read there into P-TOC and U-TOC, and 
confirms recording position of data U-TOC. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S204. 
20 At the step S204, tiie system controller 6 controls tiie storage unit 5 so as to read thereinto data U-TOC on the opti- 
cal disc. Then, the system controller 6 temporarily stores data of the data U-TOC Into the RAM 6a of the system con- 
troller 6 to thereby grasp positions of respective picture directories and respective files. Thus, tiie processing operation 
proceeds to step S205. 

At tiie step S205. the system controller 6 discriminates on the basis of data of data U-TOC stored in the RAM 6a 
25 whether or not directory (PIC_MD) and overall information management file exist to thereby whether or not the optical 
disc is formatted for recording of picture data. As a result, In the case of Yes, the processing operation proceeds to step 
S206. In the case of No, the processing operation proceeds to step S219 to carry out display control so as to display 
disc error on the monitor unit 9. thus to complete the entire routine shown In FIG. 42. 

At the step S206, the system controller 6 consols the storage unit 5 on the basis of data of the data U-TOC stored 
30 in the RAM 6a so as to read out all management files of overall information management file, picture data management 
file and print data management file, etc. , and temporarily store all the management files thus read out into the RAM 6a. 
Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S207. 

At the step S207. the system controller 6 discriminates by using print data file whetiier or not picture data is sub- 
jected to print out. In this case, judgment is made as to whether print control Is automatically carried out by plural print 
35 control data recorded as print data file onto the loaded optical disc 20 to carry out print out, or an operator who operates 
the still picture system shown in FIG. 1 newly reads out picture to implement picture processing so that picture that the 
operator desires is provided as has been explained in the chapter of the above-described [print operation]. Accordingly 
in the case where judgment of Yes is provided at the step S207. it is possible to automatically print out picture that user 
who has controlled the portable recording/reproducing device desires without allowing the operator to operate tiie still 
40 picture system to newly designate picture processing. 

As the result of this judgment, in the case of Yes, the processing operation proceeds to step S208. In the case of 
No, the processing operation proceeds to step S219 to carry out display control of the monitor unit 9 so as to display 
disc error to complete the entire routine of FIG. 42. 

At tfie step S208, the system controller 6 detects operation state of the operation unit 10 to tiiereby discriminate 
45 whether or not display designation of file name of print data file is made. In the case of Yes, the processing operation 
proceeds to step S220. In the case of No, the step S208 is repeated. 

At the step S220, the system controller 6 displays file names of "PRTOOO. PMO" and "PRTOOI . PMO" recorded as 
print data file in the print directory as shown in FIG. 19 on the basis of data of data U-TOC and data of print data man- 
agement file recorded in the RAM 6a. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S209. At this time, data of print 
50 execution ID recorded in the print data management file is displayed at the same time. Namely, in this case, since print 
out control has been already carried out by using the print data file. "01 h" indicating that print out has been executed is 
recorded in tiie print execution ID corresponding to the print data file PRTOOO. PMO. Accordingly, in this case, charac- 
ters, such as, for example. "PRTOOI . PMO USED" are displayed on the screen of the monitor unit 9. 

Moreover, since print control has not yet been carried out by using the print data file, "OOh** indicating that print out 
55 has not been yet executed is recorded In the print execution ID corresponding to tine print data file PRT001. PMO. 
Accordingly, is this case, characters such as. for example. "PRTOOO. PMO UNUSED" are displayed on the screen of the 
monitor unit 9. 

For this reason, an operator who operates the still picture system shown in FIG. 1 displays the print data file name 
and the print execution ID, thereby making it possible to judge which print data file records print control data that user 
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J^r^. In addition, such information can be also 

formed by user from now. » » » f aiameaaie 

^ *^ ^!?/^°®" ^^'^"^ ® '^^^ °P^^«°" of the operation unit 10 to thereby discriminate 

IS repealed untl^ch des.gnat.on .s made. In the case of Yes. the processing operation proceeds to step S21 0 

At the step S210 the system controller 6 retrieves on the basis of data of the data U-TOC stored in the RAM 6a 
which position w.thin file extent area recoitls designated print data file PRT001. PMO » ea .n ine ham 6a 

At step S21 1 , the system controller 6 reproduces the retrieved print data file from the optical disc to control the stor- 
age unrt 5 so as to read out, every print infomiation unit, the print control data recorded in the print data file. In addition 

SSs t^5'4^,r' "^'"^ """^ °p^^- 

no=i^l"l1 ^V,^' *® ^^*^!r ^"^"^ ® '■^'^'"9 °* P'«"fe corresponding to respective 

tTptnH pS *° '^P'''^' "^"^ ^'"^'^ '^"^'y ""-"ber (n) and pic- 

ture kind (PHP) recorded in the first pnnt information unit recorded in the RAM 6a on the basis of data of the ov^all 

r**"" ^ management file of the RAM 6a. In this case, recording position of 

file of the high resolution picture file "PHPOOOOn. PMX" in the picture directory "PICOOOOm" is retrieved 

t, T» 2 f/^f H ? ^ ^ ^= '° '^^"^"^^^ f^"'" °P^^^ 20. high resolution pic- 

ture data included m the retneved h.gh resolution picture file. "mus. the processing operation proceeds to step 821? 
At the step S213, the system controller 6 controls the picture processing block 4 so as to implement picture 

frrn'i^Mo'T'^n ".n"* """'^ P°s«°". ^^<^on Size, rotation 

ID. mirror ID. print ID. caption ID. caption kind, color processing ID, respective gains of R, G, B. contrast brightneS^ 
sharpness, saturation, and hue. etc. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S214 ■ a • 

The example where caption data is superimposed on picture data on the basis of the caption ID and the caption 
kind will now be descnbed as one example in this step. 

With respect to the caption kind, "1 1 h" is recorded as table ID indicating "name table", "12h- is recorded as table 
ID indicating comment table", and "14h" is recorded as table ID indicating "recording date table" 

Assuming now that "1 1h" is recorded as the caption kind, the system controller 6 conducts a control so as to read 
out narne table recorded in the header of high resolution picture file which has been read out at the step S212 on the 
basis of data of data of "1 1 h" to transfer the caption data of the file name recorded by the ASCII code in the name table 
to Bie pidure processing block 4. The picture processing block 4 carries out picture processing so as to allow the cap- 
tion data to be interposed on the designated picture data, lo-uowinecap 

^LT^ ^1*- ^ ^ P""*^^ 2. the high resolution picture data which has been 

caused to undergo picture processing on the basis of flie print control data. At the printer unit 2. picture corresponding 
to he H>9h r^lution picture data which has been caused to undergo picture processing on the basis of the print control 
data IS subjected to pnnt out (printed out). Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S215 

*S f ^^^^'^ ^ discriminates on the basis of the print control data whether or not picture 

to be subjected to pnnt out next .s present. 

in the RAM 6a whether or not picture to be subjected to print out next is present. If the number of pictures which have 

!.^"J!f ffu*° """^ P'«^sing at the step S214 is in con-espondence with tiie total number of prints, it is 

judged that there is no picture to be subjected to print out next. 

On the ottier hand, in the case where the number of pictures which have been caused to undergo print processing 
at the step S214 is not in correspondence with the total number of prints, the system controller 6 makes reference in 
order to print out next picture data, to respective data of picture directory number, picture number and picture kind 
^eco^ded in the next print information unit recorded in the RAM 6a. Thus, the processing operation returns to ttie step 

At times subsequent thereto, in a manner similar to the above, processing from the step S212 to the step S215 are 
repeated until print out operations of all picture data registered in the designated print data file are completed When 
pnnt out operations of all picture data are completed, the processing operation proceeds to step S21 6 
DM^^^ lu'^^ '^^^ recorded as print execution ID corresponding to the print data tile PRT001 

PMO in the pnnt data management file of the RAM 6a. At ttie step S216. data of the print execution ID recorted as 
01 H IS rewritten into data of "OOh" indicating ttiat print out operation has been executed. The reason why the print exe- 

p^rnn o!/ri!!?®" P''*"'* ^^^^ print out by using tiie print data file 

PRT001 . PMO. Thus, in tiie case where, e.g.. in the portable recording/reproducing device, user desires to newly carry 
ou^ pnnt out of pnnt data file PRT002. PMO. it is possible to prevent inconvenience such that operator who operates the 
stiH picture system en-oneously carries out print out operation of any other print data file such as print data file PRT001 . 

n iViW, 6TC. 

eoHc Vu ® ^? ^' ^"^^ ^'^^o" Of the print management file in the RAM 6a was rewritten at the step 

S21 6, the system controller 6 controls «ie storage unit 5 so as to ovenwite data of the print management file onto date 
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of the print management file on the optical disc 20 to update the above-mentioned ID. Thus, the entire routine of the 
flowchart shown in FIG. 42 is completed. 

As stated above, an approach is employed to record print control data on the optical disc 20, thereby making it pos- 
sible to carry out print out of still picture that user desires without carrying out setting of print out. 

5 Hitherto, as a system of obtaining still picture, as shown in FIG. 43, there is popular a system such that user takes, 
to a shop (store), a photographed film for photography formed by taking images of objects by using a camera device in 
which, e.g.. photographic film of 35 mm is loaded to designate development of the film, and to carry out request such 
as the number of prints, or color processing, and the shop side informs the processing laboratory of such request, 
whereby the negative film and photographs are handed to user through the shop side for a second time. 

10 On the contrary, in the portable recording/reproducing device (apparatus) and the still picture system according to 
this invention, user records, onto the optical disc, picture data and print control data for the picture data by using the 
portable recording/reproducing device, whereby user's request in carrying out print out such picture Is recorded. For this 
reason, user takes the optical disc to the shop provided with the still picture system, thereby making it possible to rec- 
ognize request for print by reproducing (playing back) the optical disc even if user makes a request for print. Thus, still 

IS picture con'esponding to user's request can be subjected to print out at the printer unit of the still picture system. 

Accordingly, user is caused to have a portable recording/reproducing (playback) device, and the shop side is 
caused to have a still picture system as described above, thereby making it possible to realize an entirely new system 
of obtaining still picture in which the processing laboratory is omitted as shown in FIG. 44. In addition, in the portable 
recording/reproducing (playback) device and the still picture system, since the magneto-optical Is used as the optical 

20 disc, it is possible to carry out desired number of rewrite operations of picture data and print control data. Thus, goods 
excellent in convenience can be provided. 

As is clear from the foregoing description, since the picture control apparatus, the recording medium, the picture 
control system and the picture control method according to this invention can record picture data onto a recording 
medium along with print control data such as the number of prints and/or color designation, etc. of the picture, entirely 

25 new system of obtaining still picture can be realized. 

Claims 

1 . A picture control apparatus adapted for controlling picture data obtained from a recording medium, 
30 wherein the recording medium includes 

first picture file including picture data of first resolution, and second picture file including picture data of second 
resolution higher than the first resolution and caused to be related to the first picture file, and 
wherein the picture control apparatus comprises 
35 picture processing means for implementing desired picture processing to the picture data of the first resolution 

reproduced from the recording medium, 

control data generating means for generating control data for indicating picture processing implemented to the 
picture data of the first resolution by the picture processing means, and 

recording means for recording, onto the recording medium, the control data generated by the control data gen- 
40 erating means as control data file different from the first picture file and the second picture file in a manner 

related to the second picture file. 

2. A picture control apparatus as set forth in claim 1 . 

wherein the control data recorded onto the recording medium is data for controlling, when the recording 
45 medium is loaded into an external equipment, the external equipment. 

3. A picture control apparatus as set forth in claim 2, 

wherein the control data generating means is operative to 

generate the control data so that picture processing state of the picture data of the second resolution which 
50 has been caused to undergo picture processing on the basis of the control data obtained from the recording 
medium at the external equipment is in correspondence with picture processing state of the first resolution picture 
data which has been caused to urtdergo picture processing at the picture processing means. 

4. A picture control apparatus as set forth in claim 1 , 

55 wherein the recording medium has hierarchical directory structure consisting of directory and subdirectories 

formed at the lower level (layer) of the directory, and 
wherein the recording means is operative 

to record the control data file into control directory formed as subdirectory different from subdirectory includ- 
ing the first picture file or the second picture file. 
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5. A picture control apparatus as set forth in daim 4, 

wherein, in the control directory, 

within tJe Smrd'S?^^^^ "^^^ management file for carrying out management of all control data files included 

6. A picture control apparatus as set forth in claim 5. 

wherein the reconding medium comprises 

a first area caused to be of the hierarchical directory structure for recording the first picture file, the second pic- 
fure ffle the control data file and the control data management file, and a second area in which management 
.nformaton table which carries out. in recording units of the recording medium, management of recording state 
OT tne first area, 

wherein the recording means is operative 

to designate the control data file for recording the control data on the basis of the control data manaqe- 
ment file to record, into the first area, the control data file including the control data on the basis of the man- 
agement information table. u rTwn 

7. A picture control apparatus as set forth in claim 5, 

ic i.oh!? -^'f'" the control data included in the co'ntrol data file is data for controlling, when the recording medium 
IS loaded into an external equipment, the external equipment, and y u i 

wherein, in the control data management file, 

execution discrimination data indicating whether or not picture processing based on the control data should 
be executed by the external equipment with respect to the picture data of the second resolution is recorded in a 
manner to correspond to the control data file. ^^'^eu d 

8. A picture control apparatus as set forth in claim 2. 

wherein the external equipment comprises reproducing means for reproducing the picture data of the sec- 
ond r^olution and the control data, and print means for carrying out print out operation of the picture data of the 
second resolution on the basis of the control data, and u c 

jnH H ^^^'7 **;^^°"*^°| "^^^ '"eludes print control data for controlling the print means, and the control data file 
includes pnnt data file including the print control data. 

9. A picture control apparatus as set forth in claim 8, 

^^v w'" u "^^^ '"^""^^^ additional information discrimination data indicating whether or not 

additional information based on additional information table recorded in header of the second picture file is sub- 
jected to print out operation along with the picture data of the second resolution. 

wherein an operatfon is conducted by the reproducing means to reproduce the picture data of the second 
resolution on ihe basis of the control data, and to reproduce the additional information from the second picture file 
on tne basis of the additional information discrimination data, and 

wherein an operation is conducted by the print means to carry out print out operation of the picture data of 
the second resolution in a manner such that the additional information is superimposed thereon. 

1 0. A picture control apparatus as set forth in claim 9, 

wherein the additional information is file name of the second picture file. 

1 1 . A picture control apparatus as set forth in claim 8. 

« J"!!®'®-"*^® "^^^ '"^'""^^ ^'""""'"S data for designating print area in carrying out print out oper- 

ation of the picture data of the second resolution by the print means. 

12. A picture control apparatus as set forth in claim 6, 

wherein the print control data includes color adjustment data for designating hue or tint in carrying out print 
out operation of the picture data of the second resolution by the print means. 

13. A recording medium including 

picture file comprising first picture file including picture data of first resolution, and second picture file including 
picture data of second resolution higher than the first resolution and caused to be related to the first picture U\l 
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control data file formed as file different from the picture file and in which control data generated on the basis of 
the picture data of the first resolution to which desired picture processing is innptemented is recorded in a man- 
ner related to the picture data of the second resolution, 

control data management file comprising control data file management information unit for carrying out man- 
5 agement of the control data file, and 

management information table for carrying out. in first recording units of the recording medium, recording posi- 
tions of the picture file, the control data file and the control data management file. 

14. A recording medium as set forth in claim 13, 

10 wherein a recording area of the recording medium is composed of 

a file area serving as an area for recording the picture file, the control data file and the control data manage- 
ment file and adapted so that recording state of data within the area is caused to undergo management in the 
first recording units, and 

15 a management area serving as an area for recording the management Information table, and adapted so that 

recording state of data within the area is caused to undergo management in second recording units smaller 
than the first recording unit. 

15. A recording medium as set forth In claim 14, 

20 wherein the file area is constituted by hierarchical directory structure consisting of directory and subdirecto- 

ries formed at the lower level (layer) of the directory. 

wherein the picture file is included in picture directory formed as the subdirectory, and 
wherein the control data file and the control data management file are included in control directory formed 
as subdirectory different from the picture directory 

25 

16. A recording medium as set forth in claim 13, 

wherein. In the control data management file. 

control data file management information unit which designates the control data file for recording the control 
data is provided in a manner to correspond to the control data file. 

30 

17. A recording medium as set forth in claim 16, 

wherein the control data included in the control data file is data for controlling, when the recording medium 
is loaded into an external equipment, the external equipment, and 

wherein, into the control data file management information unit. 
35 control execution discrimination data indicating whether or not picture processing based on the control data 

should be executed by the external equipment with respect to the second picture data is recorded in a manner to 
correspond to the control data file. 

18. A recording medium as set forth in claim 17, 

40 wherein the external equipment comprises reproducing means for reproducing the picture data of the sec- 

ond resolution and the control data, and print means for carrying out print out operation of the picture data of the 
second resolution on the basis of the control data, and 

wherein the control data includes print control data for controlling the print means, and the control data file 
includes print data file including the print control data. 

45 

19. A recording medium as set forth in claim 18, 

wherein the print control data includes additional information discrimination data indicating whether or not 
additional information based on additional information table recorded In header of the second picture file should be 
subjected to print out operation along with the picture data of the second resolution, 
50 whereby an operation is conducted by the reproducing means to reproduce the picture data of the second 

resolution on the basis of the control data, and to reproduce the additional information from the second picture file 
on the basis of the additional Information discrimination data to can"y out. by the print means, print out operation of 
the picture data of the second resolution in such a manner that the additional information is superimposed thereon. 

55 20. A recording medium as set forth in claim 19, 

wherein the additional Information Is file name of the second picture file. 
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21 . A recording medium as set forth in daim 18. 

wherein the print control data includes trimming data for designating print area in carrying out print out oper- 
ation of the picture data of the second resolution by the print means. 

22. A recording medium as set forth in claim 18. 

wherein the print control data includes color adjustment data for designating hue or tint in carrying out print 
out operation of the picture data of the second resolution by the print means. 

23. A picture control system in which a recording medium comprising first picture file including picture data of first res- 
olution, and second picture file including picture data of second resolution higher than the first resolution and 
caused to be related to the first picture file is loaded into a first picture control unit or a second picture control unit 
to control picture data obtained from the recording medium, 

wherein the first picture control unit comprises: 

first picture processing means for implementing desired picture processing to the picture data of the first reso- 
lution reproduced from the recording medium; 

control data generating means for generating control data for indicating picture processing implemented to the 
picture data of the first resolution by the first picture processing means; and 

recording means for recording, onto the recording medium, control data generated by the control data gener- 
ating means as control data file different from the first picture file and the second picture file in a manner related 
to the second picture file, and 

wherein the second picture control unit comprises: 
reproducing means for reproducing, from the recording medium, the picture data of the second resolution and 
control data conresponding to the picture data of the second resolution, and 

second picture processing means for implementing picture processing'to the reproduced second picture data 
on the basis of the control data reproduced by the reproducing means. 

24. A picture control system as set forth in daim 23, 

wherein the control data generating means is operative 

to generate the control data so that picture processing state of the picture data of the second resolution to 
which picture processing based on the control data has been implemented at the second picture processing means 
IS in correspondence with picture processing state of the picture data of the first resolution which has been caused 
to undergo picture processing at the first picture processing means. 

25. A picture control system as set forth in daim 23, 

wherein the recording medium has hierarchical directory structure consisting of directory and subdirectories 
formed at the lower level (layer) of the directory, and 

wherein the control data file is recorded into control directory formed as subdirectory different from subdirec- 
tory including the first picture file or the second picture file. 

26. A picture control system as set forth in daim 25, 

wherein, in the control directory, 

there is provided contrd data management file for carrying out management of all control data files induded 
in the control directory. 

27. A picture control system as set forth in daim 26, 

wherein the recording medium is composed of a first area caused to be of the hierarchical directory structure 
for recording the first picture file, the second picture file, the control data file and the control data management file 
and a second area in which management information table for carrying out, in recording units of the recording 
medium, management of recording state of the first area is recorded, and 

wherein the reconjing means is operative 

to designate the control data file for recording the contrd data on the basis of the control data management 
file to record, into the first area, the control data file induding the control data on the basis of the management infor- 
mation table. 

28. A picture control system as set forth in daim 26, 

wherein, into the control data management file, 

execution discrimination data indicating whether or not picture processing based on the control data should 
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be executed by the second picture processing means with respect to the picture data of the second resolution is 
recorded in a manner to correspond to the control data file. 

29. A picture control system as set forth in daim 28, 
5 wherein the reproducing means of the second picture control unit reproduces control data included in the 

control data file on the basis of the execution discrimination data, and 

wherein the second picture processing means implements picture processing corresponding to the control 
data to the picture data of the second resolution on the basis of the execution discrimination data. 

10 30. A picture control system as set forth in claim 28, 

wherein when picture processing is implemented to the picture data of the second resolution by the second 
picture processing means on the basis of control data included in the control data file, 

the execution discrimination data is rewritten into data indicating that picture processing has been executed. 

15 31 . A picture control system as set forth in claim 23, 

wherein the second picture control unit further comprises print means for carrying out print out operation of 
the picture data of the second resolution on the basis of the control data, and 

wherein the control data includes print control data for controlling the print means, and the control data file 
includes print data file including the print control data. 

20 

32. A picture control system as set forth in claim 31 , 

wherein the print control data includes additional information discrimination data indicating whether or not 
additional information based on additional information table recorded in header of the second picture file should be 
caused to undergo print out operation along with the picture data of the second resolution, 
25 whereby an operation is conducted by the reproducing means to reproduce the picture data of the second 

resolution on the basis of the control data, and to reproduce the additional information from the second picture file 
on the basis of the additional information discrimination data to carry out, by the print means, print out operation of 
the picture data of the second resolution in such a manner that the additional information is superimposed thereon. 

30 33. A picture control system as set forth in claim 32. 

wherein the additional information is file name of the second picture file. 

34. A picture control system as set forth in daim 31 . 

wherein the print contrd data includes trimming data for designating print area in carrying out print out oper- 
35 ation of the picture data of the second resolution by the print means. 

35. A picture control system as set forth in daim 31 , 

wherein the print control data indudes color adjustment data for designating hue or tint in carrying out print 
out operation of the picture data of the second resolution by the print means. 

40 

36. A picture control method in which a recording medium includes first picture file including picture data of first reso- 
lution and second picture file including picture data of second resolution higher than the first resolution and called 
to be related to the first picture file is loaded into a first picture control unit or a second picture control unit to control 
picture data obtained from the recording medium, 

45 the method comprises 

a step (a) of implementing desired picture processing to the picture data of the first resdution reproduced from 
the recording medium at the firs picture control unit, 

a step (b) of generating control data on the basis of the picture data of the first resolution which has been 
50 caused to undergo picture processing at the step (a) at the first picture control unit, 

a step (c) of recording, onto the recording medium, the control data generated at the step (b) as control data 
file different from the first picture file and the second picture file in a manner related to the picture data of the 
second resolution at the first picture control unit, 

a step (d) of reproducing, from the recording medium, the picture data of the second resolution and control 
55 data corresponding to the picture data of the second resolution recorded at the step (c) at the second picture 

control unit, and 

a step (e) of inplementing picture processing to the picture data r^roduced of the second resolution at the 
step (d) on the basis of the control data reproduced at the step (d) at the second picture control unit. 
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37. A picture control method as set forth in dalm 36, 

wherein, at the step (b), 

.^Jr^J^T'^. ^ ^^"^'^^^ "^^^ P*^"^® processing state of the picture data of the 

t!!^. f " P'"^"'® processing based on the control data has been irrplemented at the second pic- 

ture control unitis in correspondence with picture processing state of the picture data of the first resolution which 
has been caused to undergo picture processing at the first picture control unit. 

38. A picture control method as set forth in daim 36, 

fnrrr.JllT''i 'f'^'fn^ '"f^""' hierarchical directory structure consisting of directory and subdirectories 
formed at the lower level Oayer) of the directory, and 
wherein, at the step (c), 

the control data file is recorded into control directory formed as subdirectory different from subdirectory 
including the first picture file or the second picture file. =»uuuir emory 

39. A picture control method as set forth in claim 38, 

wherein, in the control directory. 

control data management file for carrying out management of all control data files included in the control 
□irectory is provided. 

40. A picture control method as set forth in claim 39, 

whwein the recording medium is composed of 

a fir^ area caused to be of the hierarchical directory structure for recording the first picture file, the second pic- 
ture file, the control data file and the control data management file, and a second area in which management 
information table for carrying out, in recording units of the recording medium, recording state of the first area is 
recorded, and 

wherein, at the step (c), 

a procedure is taken to designate the control data file for recording the control data on the basis of the 
control data management file to record, into the first area, the control data file including the control data on the 
basis of the management information table. 

41 . A picture control system as set forth iri daim 39, 

wherein, at the step (c), 

into the control data management file, execution discrimination data indicating whether or not picture 
processing based on the control data included in the control data file is executed by the second picture processing 
unit IS recorded in a manner to coffespond to the control data file. 

42. A picture control mettiod as set forth in claim 41 , 

wherein, at the step (d). a procedure is taken to reproduce control data Included in the control data file on 
the basis of the execution discrimination data, and 

*!^erein, at the step (e), a procedure is taken to implement picture processing corresponding to the control 
data to the picture data of the second resolution on the basis of the execution discrimination data. 

43. A picture control method as set forth in claim 41. 

wherein the method further comprises a step of rewriting, 

after, at tiie step (e), picture processing has been implemented to the picture data of the second resolution 
by the second picture processing means on flie basis of confrol data included at the control data file 

the execution discrimination data into data indicating that picture processing has been executed in the sec- 
ond picttjre processing unit. 

44. A picture conti-ol method as set forth in daim 36, 

wherein ttie method further indudes a step (f) of candying out print out operation of the pichire data of the 
second resolution which has been caused to undergo picture processing at the step (e) at the second picture con- 

troi unit, and 

wherein the control data includes print control data for controlling the print means, and the control data file 
includes pnnt data file including the print control data. 

45. A picture control method as set forth in claim 44, 

wherein the print control data indudes additional information disCTimination data indicating whether or not 
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additional information based on additional infornfiatlon table recorded in header of the second picture file Is sub- 
jected to print out operation along with the picture data of the second resolution, 

wherein, at the step (d). a procedure is taken to reproduce the picture data of the second resolution on the 
basis of the control data, and to reproduce the additional information from the second picture file on the basis of the 
additional information discrimination data, and 

wherein, at the step (f), a procedure is taken to carry out print out operation of the picture data of the second 
resolution in such a manner the additional information is superimposed thereon. 

46. A picture control method as set forth in claim 45, 

wherein the additional information is file name of the picture file of the second resolution. 

47. A picture control method as set forth in claim 44. 

wherein the print control data includes trimming data for designating print area in carrying out print out oper- 
ation of the picture data of the second resolution by the print means, 

48. A picture control method as set forth in claim 44. 

wherein the print control data includes color adjustment data for designating hue or tint in carrying out print 
out operation of the picture data of the second resolution by the print means. 
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